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PREFACE. 



iT is a maxim efta- 
blifhed by a celebra- 
ted philofopher of 
antiquity, that if a 
young man is ambitious to raife a 
reputation in the worlds or to im- 
prove in knowledge and wifdomy 
A 2 he 
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hejbould travel into foreign coun- 
Jries *. This feems to have been 
ftrongly verified hy the. learned 
M. Adanfon, author of the fol- 
lowing voyage. The love c£ 
natural hiftory,, and an ardent 
defire of fame', excited this gen- 
tleman very early in life, to ex- 
change his native foil* for the 
burning fands of Senegal j ivheife 
he iphit five years, in making a 
diligent inquiry into the various 
cwfcfitifes, natural and artificial^ 
C3(f l^gf dlaftd. Hitherto we had 
receiveJd but tery imperfed ac- 
counts from that part of Africa^ 
foriiKT adventurers having had. 

* Philoflratus in ApoUomo. 

no 
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ho notion of improving their 
fnindsy but their fortunes ; fo 
'^t their relations are confined 
to the auri facra fames y the pur^ 
^bs£e. of ilaves, teeth and duft, 
with other materials of gain. 0\3X 
mithoir. is the firft philofophet^ 
who adv«itured to vifit the tor- 
rid zone,, for the propagaticHi of 
knowledge j and who. in &^ch 
of this valuable treafure, m^y be 
trvily faid, to have encountered 
mor^ monilersy than thofe an- 
cient heroes, reprefented in fa- 
bulous ftorjf, to have gone in 
purfuit of the golden fleece. 

He begins his obfervations at 
his departure from Port L'Ori- 
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ent, the third of March, 1749, 
and does not fimfti them till Sve 
years after, in the month of 
March,; 1754. By the general 
account of his voyage, we .find, 
that during this time he iem- 
.ployed himfelf chiefly, in the 
moft xurious refearches of natu- 
re hiftory; confulting rather his 
zeal for the advancement of learn- 
ing, than his bodily flxength, which 
was often put to the fevereft 
trials. We (hudder even at the 
perufal of the many hardfliips 
he went through, to iatisfy his 
own and the public curiofityj 
either in walking over the burn- 
ing fands of the deferts of Africa, 
expofcd to the fcorching iie^ts 

of 
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,^4:tc %i; or in trayerfing ri^ 
ycrs^^d to^enfs, upon tK(^ ^ack 
.of a NegroCj , who was frequent- • 
ly up to his dbin in water ; or ip, 
/defending himfelf againft tigers, 
wild boars, crocodiles, fefpchts, 
and other favac^e beaAs, beiides 
the many liosdous inf^ifts, with 
which thofe deferts abound. "'■'"- 



■i - 



A PhaoTophei', like ■ M: Adaa- 
/6n, whbfe aliit Mi tetireilifig ft^to 
fee and to learn, takes nbtice of 
every thing that falls in his way. 
"Ftiimh exa^ and judicious 4 5aar- 
rativc, one nKiy theref(M« (brrti a 
juft idei bf this j>art of AfiiC^i 
a country overCpt^d with ihjibjr, 
the 'natural cbtife^uehcfe t^ Uzi- 
' htffs. Thus he informs us of 

what- 
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wliatsever tefates to the maitndi 
^<J cuftoms of the Negroes, to 
their drefi, habitations, repafts", 
ifehcea, fuperftitions, andv poi- 
^^erty : neither does he forget t6 
mention theii* fociability, good"- 
n!2ttfnre, docility, and refped for 
^ Frefrch nation, which, we 
make- ne^donbt, bttt they will be 
equally ready to fliew to the new 
diJ)*MjCierDrs oif Senegal ♦. He^ike- 
•#i^ takcJs riofice of the Moors of 
i^^ a!rtahtpy, a nsttKAi very dif-^ 
^eiit frotfi the Negroes, but af- 
HM' as i^otw and as indolent. 
Ote- Jtuthor lived ahd converted 
w^ thofe diflerent people, afid 
cV- ■ • .. ■ 

• * Thh is to be undeilbod, prbvided they me^t 
with the like goo(J ufa^e thfy have been fo long ac- 
fiaftodiell tik. >. . ^ ■ 

-.rJ met 
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-Aet tdtiifo kind a reception from 
thehrj ^ irM^ h6 ^ti eticourage^ 
Mnt id thtife, who iliall have 
tjccafioti t6 trade to- that coaft, 
ifete the French fettlements have 
lieen fd^riouffy reduced By the 
litths of Great-Bricainl 



-•> 



' • In regard to the authenticify 

*f thii narrative, we • may ven^ 

tnre to affirm, that nothing of 

^e kind ha* been publsflied, wfth 

!febh ftrong marks of veracity, 

£nce Lord Anfon's voyage. Tfee 

^hsff^^er of our atlthor, and His 

learned improvement^ arc weH 

known at tkris, ^S^Rete he' went 

through a courfe of ftudy, ubh- 

d«r Meflienrs de JufReu, of the 

jRLoyal Academy of Sciences. Up-^ 

^ on 
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preface: 

on c^cpreflmg an eameft define c£ 
going over tp Africa, unth a vienr 
df making difcoveries in the na- 
tural hiftoiy of that country, he 
was introduced to M. David, Di- 
redor of the Eafl-India com> 
pany, who recommended him 
in the warmeft manner to M. 
4e la Bnie *, diredor general of 
the fadory of Senegal. Thefe are 

public 

^ This gtnttepio being m c ntic i ne d wkb- ffttt 
icQieA by our aitfbor, in ieveral parts of diis vojaget 
die reader wiD not perbaps be di^rfeafed with a far^ 
^ler acooofit of his diarader. He lived 27 yean 
OB his govcrmnenty during which time lus < ^BtBitit 
4ody was to lerve not only his country, but the 
whole human iSeries* I fliaH ^ve but one inftanoe 
flf his ttimerfil benevolence. Having learned tfiat 
die Moors, in die ndg^ibourhood, etdier made cap- 
tives, or killed, ibch Europeans, as had die mi^MV 
tuae to be {hip-wredoed on their coaft; he, fiotea 
principle of humanity, oAred a reward of die value 
of twenty moidorcs for every man in that condition, 

they 
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j^ubHq fafls,, which evidentjij 
prove him to be a man of charata* 
and abilities,, and every. way qug-: 
lified for this arduous tafk, fp 
greatly conducive to the advancer 
ment of learning and comrsw^V 
As to his iiiai^oer of exi^qur 
ting it, we need, only to ment? 
tion the high approbation of th? 
Royal Academy of jSqi^nf^ ififhid^ 
we Ihall infert here at fiill length, 
as a lailing monument of the 
author's extraordinary merit. 

dicy fliQuld bring to him. a|^, Thus be nijyine^ 
^t different dmes» and ient home to tbtir mdsfC 
countty, at his ownexpence, fourteen Britiih iid^ 
je^ He is alfo a manof genius ^odicapkigi T^ 
awdtor of this note came to Faaep, w jMi bisH jn ttn 
fiiftcaitel. 
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Extra0 from the reg^ikri jf Jia 
■'. J^/^iOl Academy. \af Bcihtcesi 
-. . Mtc the 4^i,- ij^^i^ \ 
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MEilleurs de Reautnur ap^ 
,4e Jiuffie« Junipj-> haying 
beqn ajppoirktod to.; e;jcamin^ g 
work,, written by JSff.' .Adanfon^ 
correfpoacknt of the^ ^^ad^y^ 
an4 i|i|itle4, /^ Vpag^ to S^m-^ 
gaty ^c. p.erf0rm^4 Mrmg the, 
Tears'ij'j^g, 1750, 1751, 1752, 
< 7 5 3, &'c. and ^Jm'«aig mad^ 
tlieir repQrt, thp ^^jp^ciiiy is .of 
€^ni6n, tiiat the ingenious iip'< 
tioris, exaft defcriptions, and j]*-' 
dicious obfervations of the author, 
afford reafon to believe, that his 

work 
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work will be acceptable to the 
publicj and deferves the appro- 
biatioia ^f the Academy. fti 
witnefs hereof I have figned the 
prefent certificate. Paris, Dec. 
the 4th, 1^56. 
; .. .-.■■ :. ■) 

. ! <JraBd Jeto de Fawehy, perpe- 

; l^iai recretary pf ths Rqy^ 

AiOiideiiiiy «f ^iences. 

"'•\ ■'; • • . . - . , .f 

■ ■■'■.•'' . t 

X'- ■ : ■ ■ ■ ■ ... .j^,^ 
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Advertisement^ 

THE Reader will pkafe to oUbfc, diat &e 
French asdnes of Ibreral pbces^ ^■^^**^ 
ir^es, &^ ba?e been retained in Ae tianlbdo% at 
well heamk ibmc of tkem fotm to be of Afikaa 
original^ cftbers ha?e been xeoeivod in b^ ufe b]^ the 
mtivesy and otben, in fine, (mdiidi we majr hj of 
moftofdiem) were fudias we could not- fiaifiapv 
terms to expreft diem in our langus^ In r^und 
to die Notes inter^Krfedduoug^out this wofky thqr 
wttt coaaiminicatfrf bjr an £n^im Gentleman, of 
h^ chaniAer and rqputation, idio refided ibmo 
time in diat country, and whofe name would do us 
honour, were we at liberty to mention it. 

;i 
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V O Y A G E 



T O 



SENEGAL, ^<:. 




tT has been long dbferved, that 
moA people come into the 
World with an inclination to 
fbme particujaf ftudy or pro* 
fembni which grows up and is ftrenglh- , 
cncd with years. Whatever views our 
parents may have had in our education. 




purfuits or occupations of the reft of our 
life. Having in my very early days felt 
a particular liking to the ftudy of philo- 
Ibphy dtnd natural hiftory, I found my 
B in- 
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inclinations arerfe fixxn the profeflkti 
fin- whidi my parents defigned me, whidi 
was that of the diurch ; and therefore I 
rcfigned 'a benefice, with which I had 
b^eii akeady {M-ovided^ that I mig^t.be 
intirely tt liboty to pijrfue |he;.fhid|^ of 
natural philofbphy. 

The branch I firft took up with was 
that of botany, wfai<^ I coi\i|dei:qfl ^ 
one of Ae moft engaging fturiicsr not 
only fit)m its confiderable uie ia life, 
but from its a^^cable \fLrifit^~r-^Siffi 
opportunity I ha4 of attending t^ Ul^ 
tures of MdT. de, Jujjiw jUl *c-lciig^* 
garden;^, kd nie ^ifejlher very often j =ai!d 
thf ftron'g paffion I felt for that fciencc^ 
.together with my -conftant appllcadon, 
Qx^ ma(|e.me Ipown to thbfe gentle- 
men* I c^onpt fufitficgdy. ]^j^re&mi 
a#knowledgt06nt to tjioie two "great 
maftcr^j.yAdcr whoie dlrcaion IlfirftT>&- 
gs» . thfit iG^ ^!^Xf yfhkh X have nqt 
y^ ^mi}ie4- Th^ ,^irit pf . obfervadon 
and fmqjjiry, fi> wiparkahlo, wtM^^ Ber- 
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Hard de Juflicu, and which he transfufes, 
is k were, into Aofe, who fympathife 
with Mm in the feme kind of ftudies, 
todc with me immediately, and by de- 
grees led me on from the ftudy of j^ants 
to that of minerals, and froni thence to 
riiat of animals, infefts, and flicHs, in 
fliort, to every brandi of natural hiftory. 

Prom Aat time I h^d acce:fe to the 
king's cabinet, and to diofe of M, de 
Rearunur, and MelT. de Juflieu s there 1 
laid a foundation of knowledge, to qua- 
lify me fcM* making oblervations of every 
kind : and as a little aftronomy feemed 
conducive to my purpofe, I learnt as 
^ much as wa$ nefceflary under M. le Mon- 
nier. 

After 1 had -gone through a courfc of 
' ftudy forxrpwards of fix years, under the 
direftion of thofe celebrated Academi- 
cians, i made known the intention, which 
I had long fince formed, of goinij . abroad 
for further improvement. The obfer- 
B 2 vations 
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Vations of thofe gentlemen on different 
branches of the natural biftory of France 
bad very near cxhaufted the fubjeft; I 
therefore conclude4 that nothing could 
be of greater fervice to xt^, tban pp em- 
ploy a part of my youdiful days in a y^ags 
to fome diftant and unfrequented coun- 
try, from a perfuafion that I fhould retugn 
with feveral difcoveries, which would 
be new to Europe. I was fenfible that 
the equinoctial parts of Africa had not 
been vifited by any naturalift, confequent^ 
ly diat a vaft field was open to me, where 
I might' reap a plentiful harveft of obfer- 
rations. 

It was not, I confefs, a fmall under- 
taking, for me alone to execute a work, 
which requires the joint labours of per- 
fons well skilled in botany, natural phi- 
lofophy, anatomy, and defign. This 
confideratioh however did not deter me ; 
and 1 declared my intention to my late 
father, who introduced me the begin- 
ning of the year 1748, to M. David, 

knight 
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knight of the order of St. Michael, and 
diredor of the Eaft-India company, to 
.^hom he was very well known. M. Da- 
vid, attentive to whatever may be of ufe 
to commerce, greatly approved of my de- 
lign, and expreflcd.vaft joy at an imderr . : 
taking, which might be as ferviceable to 
iiatural philofophy as to the commerce of 
jhe honourable Eaft-India company. He 
got me a place in the factory of Senegal, 
arid ptomifed ijae my paffage onboard the 
firft ^p which ftiould fet put immer 
diately after the publication of the peace. 
I was greatly charmed to find my wifli^ 
fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the joDcccnu 
20th of DecemJDer the fan;ie year, in or^ ^^^ ^^ 
der to take my paffage at Port FOrient ^^/~"* 
in one of the company's fliips. 

The winter was ftill very fevere when 1749. 
I embarked the 3d of March 17495 on^^^^J- 
board the Chevalier Marin, commanded t^<>^ takes 

ihippingat 

by M. Dapres, de Mannevillette. ^ We fet Port ro- 
fail about ten o' clock in the morning, 
and^gqt out of harbour in comply with - r 
B 3 two 
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1749. two ibiall v^Sckj which were dc&gMd £ot 
^"^^^^ the Btrnt port with us* The wind bciag 
at N. £• foon carrkd os out to fi:i ; the 
hcau^ and fercnity of whidi afforded us 
a moft ddightfo) propped. An inlmifee 
porpoiib number of porpoi^ or lea4iogs, dan* 
^^^^ ^' dng dxHit our fliip, fecmed to wifli os a 
hapi^ voyage i they flounced and leaped 
above ^ fiirface <^ the water, fbdiat tbeit 
intire bodies codd befcens then bend-^ 
lAg diemielve$ like a bow, tl^y plunged 
into the licpiid element, and ro& again 
with forpi^ng agility, fo a» to imitate 
bf ikeft (^Effitrent motions tht undtda* 
tidns of thd wavd^. It waa pleafant i^ 
bdii(Ad them, now advancing in fronts 
And drawn up m the fame line ; now 
coming athwart each other, as if they 
intended to difpute who fliould ap- 
f>roaCh neareft' the vcfiel j in fliort, their 
^rts were fb various and entertaining, 
that? We ga^ed at them a long while, be^^ 
fore we were tired. 



Theymove Th^fc fiflies are faid to move con- 
wind. ftdfitly againft tl^c wind j and the iailors 

can 
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t?A J&retefl ly didr inotioii, which way i74^- 
ft -fe to Mow. though this may not ^^^' 
t>e true on all xxcafidns, it was fo at i 

Irtft on this; iiir; wc did not long en- 
joy that agfceahfe^ ferenity. The wind 
^n diopped al5oirt> and blew fo hard 
ftotit the $• E. thlt the fca grew very 
Wt^inailwitiime. The fmall reflek 
that aocompaniedus, were dilperfed> and 
^e foft fight of them till the day we ar- 
rived at Senegal. In the mean while the Bad wea- 
ttotm increafed, and the billows rofe foca^Fi^. 
higli, that We were obliged td drive be- "^' 
tote the wind, and in that conditbn we 
experienced the titmofl: fttry of a tempef- 
tuotisocegifi. Atlengtfi, after having ftrug- 
gled twenty days wi^ diis boiftcrous de- 
ment, luckily we doubled Cape Fiiri- 
ftefre, which had given us :fo much 
trocible. 

. No fopner ha4 we rqacbecl the latitiide April. 
of 36, when we began to find the Jea 
more cdnru A frelb gale fprang up at 
Jjf. N» ]^» ib that we had very, Agreeable - 
\ :i ^ B 4 weather 
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17^9. weather after t^ Aorm, and vrest~a^ 
^P"'' joying the pleafure of a. fine dimate, 

IJ^f^^'whcn we cfpied land the 6th of April. 

*«j;^<»f This was the Peak of Tcwarif, which 
appeared to us in the form of a pynraid, 
or more properly of a fugar-loaf, the 
fides of whuJi wene Auds. with ibreral 
points. Though according 'to our rec- 
koning, wc were diftant from dicxscc 
upwards of fourteen leagues at N. E. it 
feemed to us to be raifed under an, ai^e 
of above five degrees* At this diftance> it 
had more the appearance of a cloud dbian 
pf a mountain, by reafon of its whiter 
nefe ; and nothing but its ftability could 
make us diftinguiih it. Sometime it 
was percei^^ed above, and at other times 
below the cliwds, according as thefe 
were more or lefe diftant from us. The 
nearer we drew towards it, keeping it , 
always to the fbuth-eaft, the more it 
ici^med to be upon a level with l^e 
nfiit^sJ^uring mountains; fo that when 
we were within four leagues, it was no 
bnger poffible for us to diflinguifli it 

from* 




freiKtfae reft« In this pofitioD the 1949. 
iflafid of Tcncrif feemed to be a.duftcr^ZZ-i 
of mountains, joined {o clofc to each 
other, djat we could only di&em their * 



The notice we had taken of the ifle Thejr ^ 
of Tencnf^ purluant to the eftabliflied piit Into 
cuftom of vcflels trading to the coaft *^ * 
of Africa, was fuflScicnt to dired; us in 
the renrvainder of our courfc to Senegal 5 
and we fhould have followed it, had our 
prefent circumftances permitted. But 
the greateft part of our water and pro- 
Vifions had been confumed, during the 
delay occafioned by contrary winds off 
Cape Finifterre; and what little remain- 
ed, was infuifficient to complete our 
voyage : fo that we were under an ab- 
jcdute neceffity of putting into fomc 
harbour, in order to take in a freih 
fiipply of provifions. Being fo near 
land, it would have been imprudent 
to let flip the opportunity: we there- 
fore 
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t^^ therdbr^ ^pt fktUng till night, alidduHk 
JZl^layby. 

ics flup '. The day folS^riAg we made th^. har^ 
xfaorinthebour of Santa Cruz, in the eafit^CA 
^itaCruz. part of the ifland, where we ancho- 
red in forty* five fathcwn water, the 
length of three cables from knd. Thi^ 
|iace greatly refembles a road for ihip- 
ping, becaufe it k very openj yet it 
wcaild be a pretty good harbouTy if it 
iiad but iafe anc^rage : but being, a 
fodcy bottom, it is apt to let iku^ an- 
chors^iUp,. and to cut the caUes. How* 
jCTer it h a very wholefome place. The 

:whole day was ipent in mooring the 
/hip, andfecuring its anchors. We Iik(B- 

wife amufed ourfelyes with filhing for 
mackrel. This feemed to be almoft the 
only fiih that could be found in that 
4)ot; and there was fucb plenty dipreoi^ 
that all the. mackrel of the neighbour- 
ing feas feemed, to have made this* their 
rendezvous. We had only to throw out 
our line, and we wefe fure of catching 
£{h y and frequently without bait. 

The 
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The people of the corniwy cattdi ftttft ^^ 
fi/h m a better manner. A6 fi)on as^22eL^ 
the tiight feti m, and the fea i% calm^ 
^ey light up flaniheau.s and ^reld 
Aemfelves with their boats all over the 
itefbour, for about a league in circumfe- 
Tehce. When they come to the Ipot 
where there feems to be the greatcft 
plenty of fifli, they ftop their boats, 
holding the flambeau above the wa- 
ter^ in iiich a manner as it ftiall givfe 
light without dazzling their eyes: dfid 
as foon as iSk^ -fee thcr fiih iportin^ cat 
thfe hrhce of the waves, and gathering 
TOund the light, they caft their net, and 
drag it imtfiediately into their boat: thus 
-they continue till their quantity is corti- 
fncatecE* 

Wlfle this arftidfement lafted,#we we^ 
i^ifited every minute by fifhermen, who 
eatne on board our fhip to fell their 
commodity ; and indeed we had if? verjr 
<Sied|^* The Canary ^ackrd is not c^ 

the 
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1740, the fame fort as that of Europe; it is 
^"^ not fo broad, hut much finaller, though 
vciy long 5 th? fldn is of a deep blirB 
on the back, of a £lver colour on the 
belly, and agreeably ftrqjiked. The 
flefli is white and firm, but fbmewhat 
diy ; and though inferior to our Euro* 
pean mackrd, ftill it is very well ta- 
fljed. 

Sndb^* The day following we had leivc to 
go afhore. The fea was very calm in 
the road ; but it was quite another 
thing on the fea^fide; where there was 
a iiirf that would have frightened the 
moft intrepid. As it is all covered 
with pebbles, which form a very ftecp 
i>af)k, and are alternately impelled aif4 
r^>dled by the fea, it is very difficult 
landing. They are obliged to make 
ufe of the furge which drives towards 
ihp^y and to take care that the boat is 
not turned about, ncH* carried back to iea. 
For which porppfc there are feveral faik- 
ors waiting on the fea-fide; who, ^ 

foon 
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foon as they fee the furge approaching, ^749^ 
ftep into the tvater, lay faft hold on ^' 
IJbe boat^ then Hift k up ^ith the people 
ipr it^ and carry it afh^re in a moft 
dezdberous manmr. 

Aft^r we had landed W9 found at the Town of 
dtfiai^e'of ^ hundred paces ironot the fea- Om. 
fide, the town of Santa Cruz, fitustein 
the eaft f^art of the ifland, as well as 
the haurbo\^,f(3 which it gives its name, 
fj^* town is ttcithea: fortified, i^ior fur- 
r^no^d with^^alls, Itfl^s on a plain 
afce^ding from the fez, and terminajting 
infa jnafrow piece of' land, very flat, 
jYJute, ^ndrfsuidy,- about a league in ex- 
tent upwards th0 fouth. The towB if four 
hundred f^^itboms in length, and fifty in 
breadth; It contains three hundred hou>- 
fes,b^ilt of Stone, and three ftories high. 
The nm^ber of inhabitants is about three 
tl^cm^d, all Spaniards, who in t;hei^ 
cufix>ms and manner of living difier but 
veiy little from thofe of Europe. 

Withiri 
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Wi^iSn three ^agucs wc&^iim dtf^ 
lagmim foUowiag the goc|;e6 of tl» mouoCaiM; 

found the town of Lagona, capiai oiA» 

ifland. It is fituated at the foot of the 

Peak above-mentioned, l^s mott^cain, 

peak«f whidi bears the a^ne of thePeak<^lV 

Xenerif* 

neiif^ is ifli 2B d^rees-ta-aHnutes nor^ 
latitude^ luid'^i^iteen degrees 52 mititrties. 
weft longitude of Pafii/' W* ^)ttfid iti 
l^ghdi to be abo^e twb ^oofiAd fat- 
ihoa^ diat is> near a league |)e»pMK. 
4icukr, whidiixiakesitjoiieof ^y^*^ 
^ mountaias ift^ the c»ivi^« It is iaid 
that Ae ft^ ctf It is covered wlA fiiow lii6 
whole year round, and thcrt it fbmetimes 
&rows out cwnbuftiWe ntetter, without 
mudi ndle. It (lands neai4f in the-imd« 
die of the ifland, and is furrounded wAh 
a great number of mountains^ whfeh aite 
almoft half a league in perpencKcular 
heighth. At the foot of thefe ^Mun- 
tains you fee fcveral gutters Hke fn^WRA 
precipices, which are oftentimes above 
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a. hundred &et wide, and two hundred ^49« 
de^. They are ma«dd bythe wjter- J^I!!L- 
floods precipitated thither during the 
itoftliss ^d rnhm as tiiofe floods are 
g^m^ &e4»^t9^isid€iquiteb^e. 

. 'Tise ML of dii& ifismd i^ of a reddifH Naton of 
caft, fiot^Jjdldccp, but tottremcfy firait* 
^; iTu. the gorges of the mowntaina to 
ikt north. 'and Jt^ parts of the town^ 
yoti fee djp'fiiieft gcoves of xwange, citron, 
gnd Iein<^«4rces (^ afi ibrts. There are 
«dCb potnlsgmnate and %-tFees all ovw 
tke iflimd^ Befides dbe ch^»ceft finite fft 
&ift3}se^ lAe inhabitants ^f f enerif have 
tfade of jdlt^a, as bailand's, papay^^i^, 
jmA rtnana's, or pine-^|d[es, which 
they '^ntiri theii gardehs^ Themoft 
^^grfrt6^kii(ds' produce carob^t^ees, and 
4l^ions of 6very kind, ei|>ecially water- 
tMi^cMis. ^ Iii the vaBies you fe* fields of 
'^ Mtk-^om in the woild, variegaw* 
, at regular diftances with rows of dragon- 
trees *, which in th6ir heigh A and figure 

* * Draco ;irlM>r. CIuJH, 

greatly 
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1749. ptn^ r«rei!Dblo th^ txwjeflac ia&Mfi ol: 
^^ the palmcttD*tfee +. 

it*vin«. . Xhe mouiMiins use hid out iii„ymeK 
yards, whidi have acquired a wg^ 
reputation l^ their excellent wims, 
known by Ae name of Canary and 
Nfelmfey. The form^ is extradled frona 
a large grape, which nuikes . a Aroi^ 
heady liquor $ and is the cmxunon iffioi^^ 
The If^er is made cf a finaH gmpe, Ae 
Iberry.^f \^hich k round and vaiUy r\treet« 
t^ thejui^ fqueed:ed fiom it has Mfae^ 
i^e a fwee*er and more agreeable fla* 
vQuri i^ch gives it gro^y^e advan^ 
^^ oC ^e o^ier. The quality o£ thefe 
wines i$ commonly attrit^u^ to ikui 
difpab^ft and tp the nature of the foil; 
but I appi^eheod tli^t the culture 2ssd 
fown of the vineyards contributes at kaft 
^s wuch to Aeir goodnefe. Their mei- 
thfodj, as I have feen praiftifed in tl»> 

,t A kiod of palm-tree, the leaves of which ^)pca 
liicea'fan. 

neigh-^ 



T O S EN E73 A L, tic. 17 

JlfeiglibtHHlioiDd of Santa Cruz, is ^ fol- 1749. 
lows. They pitch upon a hill that has ^^^' 
an advantageous expofition to the fouth> 
pf«ferabk tg any other : the lower part 
^y plant with vines, to an afcent of 
two hundred feet tt the moft. Upon the 
vHbole ground defigned for the vines, 
they a-e<ft little walls breaft high, at the 
fflftihfeeof four or five jfeet from one 
iflK>ther. Thefe ferve for feveral pur- 
pc^s^ in the firft place, by uphold- 
ing Ac earths they hinder the roots di 
the tree' fronx being laid bare; fecondly, 
^ey withold the rain-waters, which 
wooM otherwife mn down the hills» 
without foafcing the earth 1 laftly, they 
increafe the reflexion of the fun beams, 
and procure a greater hekt to the vine* 
True it is, that as thefe walls are made 
of dry ftowe, fymmetrically ranged with-^ 
out mortar or mud, ' part of them tumble 
down fomctimes in heavy rains : but the 
mifchief is quickly repaired, and may 
even be prevented, by laying above the 
upperinoft wall a row of large ilones 
C fome- 
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fomewl^t indSned, |o hii^:fi»:6m^ 
of tbc yate«s> and djvcrt Adf ftix«B». 
This praaice, I think, .iB^^t bp M^^ 
lowed alfi> ia Italy, 4od ey^n in Ptoe«lio« 
«iid Langucdoc, as y?*ll as in o*6r p<»l» 
of the fdnth ofFraftcjfe Igr privM^ft^ 
poffeffcd of oioitoeaiaofts hm^r whifefc 
they know not mfcaf tp do wiA> • I^ 
this method they migjit culdy^ a g?»* 
nwity Jifliv 'w'Wch. Jbave be«tt nsg^fea^d 
for their fieepneft,: and w>«lA twi *• 
acccrtmt, efpeciilly-if ^cy are weU fitatt* 
ted. : -. ■■: ■■ - •■'•>'*■•■••' 

t 

The back of thefe: naowntains, ©ftjjf 
wjrth fide, is barreii and unctdtivited. 
.The prafpea it ]affeNte to *h* .ffe* » 
anamphi6he»tre of 4MHr© ro«k8, the co- 

loBT cof fktc, cut into v«tical p^falWo^ 
^ipedons, fto0 fix to eight fept h^ 
,and from tlwree to. four broad, 4ip 
.Att^ yery acute. ; Thfy may be ,war 
iiderdd as fo m^y precipicw r*fcd 
9tte. ^^c the oth^n Whin you liase 

,. reached 
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ka^e iiSiched die top^ you are fiiddenly 1^4^ 
TwMl^d wiA a profpeft bounded only, 



by the horizon of the fea : you findyouiv ]^*^ 
fetfraifedfar above die clouds, through ^^^ 
#}Bch you may ckfcry, at die dMbmce of tain*, 
twelve leagues to die fouth, Canary and 
die odier neighbouring iflandi. Here, 
kiftead of heading upon earth, I vtm 
ttna^ed to find nothing under my feet 
but afh^, pumices, and burnt ilcHies, 
ftagmente of which I faw likewife fcat« 
tuned liere and tliere as I defcended) 
t>ut die greatcft part of them are falleti 
down to iht foot of the mountains, and 
even to die &a-fide. 

Where die earth was optny I per-? Nituft of 
calved under the pumices a ftbne in large 
mafles, of the colour of Hate, and a 
gpod deal like the bare rocks whichi I 
had obferved on the ridge of the moun- 
tains. ' This ftone bears £0 grait,refetn* 
blance to that whidi is melted t^ v6l- 
cano's } and die compariibn I made be^ 
C 2 tween 
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1749. twceti it ami j&e lavas, which M. dc 
^^^ Juflicu hjwi received not only ftom the 
volcano's in Italy, but likeMri& from that 
of the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this 
refemblance in fud^ a manner, that I 
think vv^e cannot, nor ought we to give 
it any other name. The like remark I 
made in the gutters, and in the quarry 
that has been dug in the neighbourhood 
ofSantaCruz: there we find the fame 
mafles underneath a very irr^gtdar ftra- 
tum of burht ilones ; and th^ are cut 
into pieces for the ufe of building. Tlic 
external and internal appearance df thefe 
mountains, the lavas of which they are 
intircly formed, and the feveral burnt 
ftones which lie fcattered as far as the 
fca (hore, leave no room to doubt but 
^ that each of the mountains, of which 
the ifle of Tenerif is compofed, owes 
it^ original to a ' particular volcano, 
i^rhieh, after undermining it inwardly, at 
length has intircly fpent itfelf : and this 
febtcfraneous operation is flill conti- 
nued 
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nued^undcr the Peak, that huge moun- 1749. 

tain, which vomits fire from time to ^p"^' ^ 
time. • ' 

• There is never a river in this ifland, Springt 
becadiie of the finyallniefs of its cincum- 
.fejcnce. The inhaljatants fopjJy the 
want thereof by wooden pipes wfakh 
communicate with the iprings in the 
AiouMains : and from thence the water 
is conveyed to the town, the diftance 
of about hdf a league* This » water be- 
ring hard and crude, they filtrate it 
through, a ftpne, whick is very com - 
j3(jon in their quarries. , It is a kind of 
lav^ of the colour of foot, in a me- 
dium betwixt thp denfity of the grey 
Uva, and thppOTofity of the pumice. 

The temperate climate of Tenerif, 
and the richnefs of its pafture, contri- Cattle, 
bute greatly to the goodnefs of the cattle. 
They have fine herds of oxen^ and ex- 
cellent kid J but mutton is not io com- 
C 3 mon. 
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1749. mofi. Thty breed all forts of poultry: 
. ^^^' but g«mc» dpemlbf wW fowl, is very 
biJd^te'^- I *^t notice that thp Canaryw 
«^- bird, which grows white in France^ 

is here dmoft as grey as a linnet. 

This change of colour very fikefy 

is owing to the col&ic6 of dur cH- 

mate* 

l^^» Th» paffion I had for herboim^ 
OMife me regret the baekwaniiie& of 
die jfe»&n. Moid of ihe plants peculiar 
to this country, wer« ftiH coiiceakd in 
the bofiun irf" the earth j neverthelei 
myre&anrhes were not altogether fruit- 
Ids. Near the iea-fliore I found two 
forts of fig-nuuygolds, otherwifo called 
Jkoidis *i iSbc jafmnoidest or baftani 

jaf- 

♦ Ficoldca procumbent portidacae folio. Wff 
Mm. Acad. 1711. pag. 322. pL 13. fig. t. 

Aizoon foliis cuneiformi-ovatis, floribus feffilibus. 
fatm. bort. Vpf. pag. 127. 

jFicoides Jiofiras, kali foKo flore albo. Toumef. 
Mem. Acad. 1705. pag. tj^. 

Mefem* 
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Jafinirc*, adorned die tops <rf* pnfecijrfccs t749* 
and gutters with its pendant branches, ^^' 
yg^kh were loaded wiA ripe fhrit : and 
the com-flag ci ^ Provence enamdkd 
the valleys and meadows #itfe its flowers. 
A« I traverfed die moun^ns, I per- 
ceived diat the plants peculiar to them; 
feemed to afie^ a certain heighth. 
For inftance, the kktnia %y and Ibme new 
plants; which I purpofe to make known, 
always grow on the lower part, where 
the vineyards are ' generally planted. 
About the middle we faw only the tttby^ 
malusji, or fpmge; and the top of dS 
was covered with fbrefts of euphorbia ^; - 
C 4 whofe 

Mcfembryantheum fbliis altemis, teretiufculis, 
obtufis, ciliattis. Urn. bdrt. VppA. pag. 129. 

♦ Jaflnmoides Africanum, jafmini aculeati foliis, 
Icfecfc. Hijff: Mm. Acad. I7ii,^4g-. 322. pi. iz. 

f -Gladiolus utrinqae florklus, {lore rubra. C J?. 
pag.41. 

X Kkinia foliis lanceolatis, planis, caule laevi,, ve 1^ 
tricpro, Linn. hort. Cliff, pag. 395.. 

I TlAymalus dendroides linariae foliis €x infufci 
iCai^ina. Plui. Phyt. tab. 319. >?f. i. 

C Euphorbia aculeata, nuda, fubquinquai^aris^ 
aculcis geminatis. Linn, bort* Cliff, pag. 196. 



H A VOYAGE 

1749. whoicitalks^ dioughfirom twelve to fifteen 
^^' _ feet high, appeared to me bdow^ like 
fine mofk. The eufJboriia^ and th& 
titbymalus vitxc then in flower, and fiir* 
rounded with feveral ibrts of bind-weed» 
which twifted round their ftenis. In mj 
walks I met with no more than one ibrt 
cf land*{hell, fi:>r the defcription and fi-^ 
gure of which I rcfo- to the hiflory of 
ihells, at the end of this rdation *. 

Bcautf of I was every day more in love with this 
TOtc! " beautiful country. The naildncls oi a 
climate where it never freezes, the ad- 
vantageous fituation of the ifland, and 
the variety of its produdions, all toge« 
ther gave me infinite pleafure ; io that I 
fliould have ftaid much longer if cirr 
cumftances would have permitted. But 
as the ieafbn was advancing, and we had 
taken in our fiipply of water and provi^ 
fions ; we were obliged to think of re- 
fuming our voyage^ 

♦ Conchae univalves. s,tb fort^ pL U ^2* 
Pmchit. 

,. The 
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The fifteenth of April we weighed 1740. 
anchor, and left the ifleofTencrif after JZZ^ 
dight days refreihment. The trade ^^^^5;^ 
winds at N. E. were fo gentle as n6t to ^^^ 
rtiffle the fea, fo that we fleered a plea- 
fant courfe till we reached the tropics. 
There we foon found by the bright fe- 
rene days, and exceffive heats, that we 
had changed climate the third time : for 
in lefs than fix weeks we experienced win- 
ter, fpring, fummer, and the dog-days* 
In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated 
in the night, feemed as if it were on fire, imimm 
and marked our courfe by a ftreak of 
l^ht which the veflel left behind it. 
This phsenomenon, the particulars of 
which fhall be explained in another 
work, appeared to me very engaging^ 
mid I ipent fcveral nights in inquiring 
into the caufe of it. 

We continued *our courfe with the||e5^ 
fame favourable weather till the 25 th of ^^ 
April, when we found ourfelves within ^^"^^V^ 
fight of the coaft of Senegal. The land ^ 
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i^^. is iaw, fandy^ aft^ very White, fo that 

JZ_ With great iifficdty could we difcern if, 

- though it was very clear weather^ artil 

'we were within three or four leagued 

<tf ifoore: at length we fpied a thick* 

et partly covered by the downs^ where* 

by we knew that we were off ^ic 

wood of Griel, that is, within two 

leagues north of the ifland of Seneg^ 

•Not long after we faw hovering over 

the fhip, a bird whidi feemcd greatly 

^ired, and defirous of reft: he pitched 

' ;^ ftpoii one of the mafts ; but a fowling*- 

-piece foon brought him down upon deck. 

A Bird of .'f'hk was fc)a beautifid ti bird to xmiit 

^ving a (hort <lefcription of hina- He 

greatly refembled a jay * in the fiasc of 

liis body, and the figure of his beak and 

leet^ hot he d^ered from him in ibme 

other rei^P^fts. His^ belly v/^ of a pak 

blue, and his back fallow. His tail was 

T adorned with two feaAers, a^ long as 

Ae reft of his body; and the colour 

♦ Garmlus ; argjyn^Ofatefifis. WiSug. Oftdik. 
fag. 89. tab. 20. ■ 
*' ' both 
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both <^ the tail, and of hk wings, tf^^* 
was the fineft flcy-blue that eyes could ^'^ 
Ikrhold. I often had oceaiGoh to fee 
this kind of jay in the country of Se- 
negal: but as I afterwards found he 
is a bfrd of paflage, that comes to 
rcfide for iome months of the furhmer 
in the iouthem parts of Europe, arid 
goes back to ipend the remainder of the 
year in Senegal, I would not omit men- 
tk)mn;g that he is fometimes met in his 
pafiageat&a. ' 

The feme day we arrived before die AncW* 
faiftory of Benc^l. * After having niade » the 
the uiital fignals, and fainted the fort 
widi our guns, we ckft anchor three 
leagues higher, at the mouth of die 
river Niger, in nine fathoms water, i 
fiimy bottom, cmd good holding ground. 
Though we were within half a league 
of the bar,, the fea was very high -, and 
the winds blowing off the ihore, made 
a prodigious furf, which occafioned 
our {hip to roll in a ftrange manner. 

Here 
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.1749. Here wc were witnefles to a fatal dcrf- 

^P^* dent, which but too often happens at 

^ow--fca. Wc put our our boat; but un*- 

luckily it overfet, and one of the mem 

was drowned *. Howerer wc did not 

ftay long in the road ; a boat was fent 

from the ifle of Senegal, to cany us aver 

the bar^ and pilot us into the river. ; 

^^j^j^ -Bf a bar we underftand a parti? 

"w*^ cular agitation of die waves, which in 
pafling over a flioal -f* , (well and rife 
to a fliect of water, from ten to twelve 
ioct high, and afterwards break in the 
£dl. No iboner has the firft wave had 
its^ effcd:^ but it is fpllowed by a fe* 
cond, and this by a third. They begin 

* This we may believe, as we loft on diat bar, 
laft May, a boat belonging to the Harwich man of 
war, and in it captain Foreman, the next in com- 
mand to the commander in chief, and than wfaiHm 
none could have more defervedly been regretted. 

+ Which fhoal, or bank of fand, our author 
ihould have underftood by a bar ; but what he (ays 
above, is only theeffeA of die ihoal or bar. I6nly 
mean, the fhoal is the bar. 

to 
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tb be perceptiUe at a hundred and 1749* 
iometimes a hundred and fifty fathoms ^^ 
from die coaft, and are as iR)rmidable 
to krge as to imall vefTels. A boat runs 
iht d^ger of being overfet/ and a {hip 
of being dafhed to pieces. This bar 
extends all along the coaft of Sene- 
gal ^ at leaft there are few places k 
does not reach. Such was the danger 
we had to encounter before we could 
enter this river, the mouth of which 
was covered by a bank of fand, againft 
which the Mlows dafhed with great 
violence.- Luckily for us, we arrived 
at a time of year when the fea is not 
So boifterous, confequently when the 
,bar is le& difficvdt to get over: we were 
.piloted by negroes, all hearty fellows, 
and fo well acquainted with this na- 
vigation, that very rarely any accidents 
ihaf^en *. . : 

The pilot boats belonging to the Piioc boats 
bar are finall decked veflels, from fifty ^ 

* All accounts, as weU as our Ihort acquaintance 
of the bar, confirms the truth of this. 

to 
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^749. to ^ty ituos, aiad Ibosifitiiiies; larger: 
^g^ They gerteraBy fail with baUaft orfyi 
t and icldQin jdraw mpr^; ihttn four <« 
live feet waten The care of them is 
kitirdy ; compiitted to negn)eS) whom 
you muft not pretend eidler to coiitra«* 
didt&radvtfe. When wc were on Aeb&i^ 
we were obliged to keep profound filcncci 
that the pilot might not 1» in the Icaft 
interrupted: foniehidthemlelves^roug^ 
fear pf being drowned, zfid fome throu^ 
apprebenfipn of beipg wet : others, more 
intrepid than the reft, ftoodiupoh deck to 
view the .agitation of the waves. I, as 
ovcr*Sc an pbferver, could not help :placii^ inj^ 
^^' fclf in this Jftation; and .for my paiw 
I got thoTOughly wet. We were above 
half a quarts of an hour in this dail« 
gerous paffage ; now: lifted up by bil- 
lows which bended under: us ; and now 
toffed by others which dafticd ag^^ift 
the fides of the^veflel, and covered it 
• all over with water. One wave lifted 
us up very high, and then left us a- 
ground ; anoth^ came ai^d took u^ up 

aiid 
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andr was J^J^owed by, others ^ ^dbe like 1749^ 
focceflion; ^ At kngth^ after being toflcd ^"^' 
i^ this maoner for ibrae .time; we law 
ouriiblves out of danger. As it is , cufto- 
mary on this occafion to ,fn^e - a hand- 
£bme prefcnt to the negroes, of the bar; 
each paflenger behaved geperoufly to- 
wards tl^m, and they were very well 
iatisfied, . ,• . ► 

A? foon as we entered the river Ni- Breadth of 

'^ /^ ' i r t • -the river 

ger^ we lound ourfelves in a very gen- Nigeratiu 
Sip ftream, of above three hundred fa.""^"*^- 
thorns in breadth, that is, four or five 
l^ojes broader r than th^ Seine .at Pont- 
Rpyal. its direftion i? exadly. north 
and fouth> .parallel tq the. coaft, for the 
ipa^e of three leagues,^ fitom its mputb 
to the ^ifland^ of Senegal, The land on 
both fides is only one continued plain 
of quick fands^ extremely white, with 
ji few downs fcattered here and there, 
and continually ihifting according to 
the caprice of the winds. The weftern 
bank forms a very low cape or nar- 
: row 



^ 
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1740. row flip of lands which fcparattcs ,thtf 
^^ river from the fea 5 and whofe greateff 
—"- --lireadth is not a hundred and fifty £sl^ 
thorns : this is called Barbaiy'' Point* 
The eaftera Jbahk is higher; but thejf 
are both equally dry and barren, and 
produce only a few low plants. Wb 
did hot perceive any trees, till we ad- 
vanced two leagues, higher, towards' 
Ae Eng^ ffl?^?i ^^ ^^^ we fpicd 
ibnie man^pycV,. wh^^ are almoft the, 
Cttily tree we iaw* till we aniyed at ibc\ 
ifland of ScntgaL ' *. , ; V V; 



•ni^w- '"ITris place is fituatcd within throe 

tnor lands •* 

•t the leaeues of the mouth of the river, and 

Ifland of ^ /• f 

sen^ai- two thirds of a league from the En- 
gUib iiiand. ttjissth^ chief fetdemcnt of 
Scpeg^ 5 and ihe reiQdence of the di- 
r?6l;or general* -We arrived by. jiiight- 
f^M. tUe_Wbour. faft of die for^; 
vvbere we landed. As^ibon as 1 fct 
foQt 00^ fl^je^. I waited 'upon M. dc Iil 
Brue, ^ths difcdoflc gwiersJi who jgavc 



_ ,...^ 
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m^ a moft kind reception. I delivered '749- 
to him the ktters of recommendation ^"^* 
whidi I had from his uncle, M. Davids 
diredor of the Eaft -India company, who 
was pleafed to ihtereft himielf in my 
favour: and they operated even beyond 
what I could poffibly expeA in a coim« 
^ tty fubjed to fuch difficulties. In fhort, 
he promifed to ailifl )ne on all occa* 
iions» and he did it accordingly with 
luch readinefs and good nature, as de- 
ierves a grateful acknowledgment from 
die lovers of natural hiftory, if I have 
done any thing towards promoting this 
l»ranch of learning* 

He fbon was as good as his word: 
I had the liberty of travelling up the 
country, and of examining into its va- 
rious produftions. To facilitate my 
defign, M. de la Brue procured me a 
boat, with negroes, and an inter^ 
preter, in ihort all convcniencies, as 
fpecffied by die Bafl-India company to 
diie fuperiof coui^dl, in a letter whercu 

V la 
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17^9^ in they informed him x>f my. intcjsfr 



.tions^ 



Dcfcrip- Being arrived in a country fb diiFe- 

tto^^* rent in every relped firom my: own, 

Senegal, ^nd finding myfdfas it were in a new 

^ world, whatever I bdield drew my at- 

.tentipn, becaufe it afforded me .J^att^r 

of inftru^cab Tbc air^ the cHmate, 

the bh£tbit{tnte> the; 99ima]$» the h^^ 

. -and v^etables, .aU were new .fo nti^: 

.^ not oiie objed Aat ^offeired itfelf to^nay 

view, was I accuftomed to. ^ Vi/'HSl 

way fbever I turned my eye, I'i^w 

nothing but fendy plains *, bur^it by 

the moft fcorching heat of die fun. 

Even the very ifl^nd I fhodr Vfm, 

is only sn baiik offand* about ii^a 

hxhom in lengd^r and <5o 0f zao at 

the mo£b in bre^th^ .and alawft ksel 

Breadth of with tl^ fujcfiice of tho Witter. It 4i^ 

tol^s"^ yides the river into two branches, ijjic 

thisifiand.^^ ^j^j^ ^ the ^ftwarfi is dhmt 

♦-The n^rtHor fe f^flfl^en, <^ has ftrgq^i f^^ 
.GuioWtfidf is all CQypre4 wtfh..WQpd«i;jfe^ ilterf 
, and the Barbary fhore, ojL,tohgue of land> are ex- ^ 
Skly isht defcribes, ^ , 

300 
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^^(to iktliom8 broody and the other irdi- I749- 
vntd fiear aooy with a cQpAWflhfe ^^' 

! Thk iOand, notwithftrodiiig its ftc-gg^^ 
rUIty^ was inhabited by upwards of 
t)ir^ ijbtoufiuid negroes^ invited .thithef 
l^y tbe g^erofity of the whites, into 
whoi0 ietvioe moft of diem had en- 
tered. Here diey have ere<%ed hou- Their 
&£. or hutSi^ which occupy above huts. 
.QpiQ l^df of the ground. Theife are a 
Ikind of dove or ke houfes, the walls 
of whidi arc repds feftencd cfoie ta- 
gether^ and iupported by flakes driven 
jnto the ground. Thefe ftakes are from 
nvp to* fix feet high, and have a round 
covering of ftraw, of the fame height, 
and terminating in a point. Thus each 
hat faas! ooiy a ground ftxnv and is 
4kmt ted tor fift^i^feet dimxietBr. Tliey 
hw but one fquare door, vbiy low, 
attd mafoy of them vnth a^ direfliold 
"ra^d ft foot above the ground; fotkat 
ingoing in di^ muft incline their bo- 
^e^ and lift i 1^ up very ^hig^, an 

D 2 atti- 
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1749. afttitude not only ridiosbas but. cH^ 

- r^' gwe>bk> Ctoe or twx4>cds areJSrc^ 

Their bedsqy^^tly Sufficient for a whole facr^^ 

including domeftics, who lie pell mdk 

. . along with' their mailers and the-dul* 

*en. Their bed is a huiffle laid- oA 

crofe pieces of wood, and foppotted bf 

forkillas, or finall fbrfcs^ a foot" abd^ 

die ground; oVer tfiis they dirow^'i 

mat, \(rhidi ferves' tlifem for ^ fdffi^ 

faje or ftraw bed, for a' mattrefs, and 

generally for flieets and beB-clothi;^ 

Their fiir. as to piBow^ thcy^ have none. ' THefr 

furniture iS hot very cumlSerfomeV fW" 

it eonfifb t>nly of a few eirtHen pdfe, 

called • ' caharisi a ' few^ '^ caldKifhes,^" tk 

gourd-b6ttles,Mvith wdo^cii bowlS; aiii 

the like uteiifils.^ ' * * ^^^ 

What, IS 1. iUlr: tba.:hutst^belongiiig to^dw Ctmt 

T^U. pcrfbn .ate indofed with a waU or pa«- 

ii&deTof laeeds^' about Bx feet high-; 

ta; whidiJ th©^ give the name of ten 

fait. Though the negroes obferve veiy 

little fymmetry in the lituttion of thefr 

iKMi^ yet the FrejKii a£ &e i^aiid 

of 
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of *Sen%al, have taught them to fol- 1749- 
low a certain uniformity in tlig Uiy»> ^y*j* , 
ncif of the fapades, which they have 
jegulated in fuch a manner, as to form 
afihalltowh, with feveral ftreets drawn 
in a direft line. Thefc ktetU indeed 
9re mt p^ved^ ah^ luckify theire i$ no 
pcoafion^jfcr it ^ fince they would be veiy 
V^\j^ »f a^ lofe to ^nd, the fijoaUcft pch- 
jWejUpwanis of thirty leagues aU round. 
JT^ie inli^abitants find a greater cpo- 
yfSffiB^ in tl^. fandy. foil : for ^ it 

if^\fry;deepr and fof)t:f,4t ^^ *^^ 

fit;UppQ} if.Jg^alio thw* fopha^ thei^ 

Q^]ii^y ^eijr l^^ Befides.it has- fon^c 

od^r Jpod ufes, namely, .that there U 

^o^danger in falling 1 and it^is always 

very d^zn^ even after the he^yi^ nup^ 

i>e(xiufe it imbibes the water with 

gr«»t^e» and there needs only an hour 

of fine weather to dry it. Howeveti ^ 

this town or village^ which ever y6i> \ 

ptia^«tocall It, is the handfbctkft, the ^ 

bu^eft, and thei moft regular*^ in th« 

^bn^ry: they reckon, as-I l^tveWlrea^ 

dp wen^r^y iuj^«:d$ of jthre^ tlKw^ 

t, V / . D 3 fand 
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1749. A« rebreup *, and the (kn^ut^ 
"^^^^^tom, •fr, formed a kind of copfe, over 
wMcH the monbins %i or hog -plum- 
toees, known by the name oi fob in 
the language of that country, raife their 
heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves, 
this has fomething of the appearance 
of an afh-tree 5 but it is fbon known 
hy its fruit, which in fize, fhape and 
colour, rcfemble the plumbs of St. Ca- 
tharine : they were ripe at that time; 
and 1 eat Ibme of them, which had 
»^a fharp, aromatic and very agreeable 
tafte. I faw alfo in thofe parts, feveral 
ijmious filk cotton-trees (|, known to 
die inhabitants by the name of benten^ 
and many other large trees. The Ne- 
groes had cut down a good deal of 

♦ t Trees unknown to Europe. 
; :|: Monbin arbor folib fraxini, fruAu luteorace^ 
^}inoib. Plum. gen. p. ^. 

[ Ji Ceyba viticis |blio, caudice aculeato. Pbm^ 
' gen. p. 42. 

this 
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^is wood to fow fields of fmall mil- 1740. 
let; and it was then almoft at its full^^ff^ 
maturity. 

All this fine country abounded with j^^^^^^J^ 
birds oiF the greateft beauty. The jay 
which I mentioned already *, was thfcre 
in floclj;s; the brig;htnefs of its azure 
feathers, joined to the lively, yellownefs 
of the birds called cardinal Iparro^s^, 
with which all the fields were cover- 
ed, had an' admirable efFedt* Here 
was the only ^ind of ihail -f* Aat 
ever I ob%ved in the whole com)- 
tty., I found it very frecpwMitly ia' 
ag^^ppen^ nj^Mjow,. full of mflies and 
^a an)}>K)fia:, I^ faw even nmay of 
them alive, at the foot of. the ne^^ 
bouting trees, ,where they were enjoy* 
ing the . fhade. It is a thing worthy 

♦ Page 24. ' 

t See the natufd b^iy of wnvaiw Jhetts^ kind 
jthi the ihail, plate I, fig. I. KamioiL 

c of 
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Jg49^ of ol^fvatidh, and which dtotrbtldSf 
!Z2;^Wfll appear furpiifibg, t6ii ih fuch a- 
vaft extent of wooded countty, tJiefc 
ihpuld be but on^ fort of fhaUt while 
we. meet with fo great a variely ia teo^ 
peitite climates. 

. The I**rench have never a ^dtoiy at 
f ortudal ; but when they go to trade 
there, they land at the jdllker% or the 
gpvcmor of Ae vfflag^> who owns a 
fpmt numbf» of cofite^s. Heaj^inled 
one Sprite;, whete 1 took 4]p^ my qm^ 
IKS. Oiieri)%he*.wkei^I was Aft afle«tv 
t Wa# WiAeittti by a< Yk^rmibimh^ 
^#hif*ttoe^ Ae T?dM)le vilfegtf ililfe atf 
i)t9th«faifp«t»a^. Imniedh^ly' I ihquir«d #fiai! 
SS^. was^ thtf ittktttef ; afid wSiS t6l(fe flklf 
^ they weife bewailing the deaA oF a 
young woman, who had been hi* a- 
b0W ilMr Jtegaeft^ off by'arierpdit^afid 
died of A€ poifcri* id M tifiltf tWb^ 

hours J 



hours 5 And fhsii hm tody had been /7^ 
jiift now moand to her x)ottage« Tht 
&A &riek was madp, according to 
oiiftobi, %y one of l3ie female tela** 
tions oi iht deceaied) before her door^ 
which wai very near to mine. At 
diis %nal9 all the women in the vil-- 
iage came out, and* getting up a mod 
terrible howl, they flocked about thp 
place iirom whence the $rft noife had 
ifliied. One would have imagined^ that 
they wo^ all related to th^ decea-^ 
fed, fo |;i««|y ^i 4^^ ^ft^tn tP ffierc 
?^ 1m^fn^ a^, wn^qgibtedly, thtf 
WQHjd ims hetn 4 ikwqg pi^oof of 

tli#jr rgahr^rti- if thoft laflMlltatkHlS hidt' 

fpqw ^Qln^f )i9£|«m i9f ibcatr haimt 
imiiktY jRtre no mocc :^an outwafi 
itiMh ^iflieidty the #i^ of natigiMl 
CHfteai. ^1^ flux^iag noife Htfted &me« 
hours, :diat is, tiH break of day : then 
the relations of the deceafed coming 

into 



4» A yO Y Af5 E * : 

j^^*_ ceiled mang9t$f Th<B foil h fimdy Uloe 
that of the iflaiod of Sen^^i but <^ 
^xf%m\xi% ^rtSi^. |n the muyk <£ 
the iflai^d there ftra ^fe?eral lifilla of ft 
veiy gentle aicent^ covert^ iivith y(fti^ 
and red gum tree^^ ^ ftikd others of 
the fjpittous kmd» and of very dfficidt 

lo. May. 

di^^iM I landed the firft tinae on that ifland 
^^St^'^'tte loth of May, attended by my ior 
*^^*~*' terpreter, and the two Negroes, whp 
had rowed my boat. It is bordered by 
a yery thick wood, where with a good 
deal of di^culty I found a path, which^ 
if the only paffj^e to the inner pi^rt of 
the iiland. Thi^^ would be no gieat. 
harm, if a peffcit. was not ftopped every 
moment by ttorosj whkh are apt^to 
ott^h his* dothes^ apd jteaw his legs : for 
my fart I came off with loiing a km^ 

• fifbxt of acacia px Egyptian thosiH ^n ^n;^iicl^ 

\ 'iktj gather two forts of gum, the white and tfic red, 

Jwrcttrftre known bjr Aciiam6- of gubi Aratti§" 

ai|d at ipvefioit % ^ku o$gu«iF Sostga^ 

I icraps 
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icraps of my waiftcoat or fkin, ^anly .174% 
^^tlontcm bear in fofijitry aooun.^ ^^' 
ir]r4 and where a fliirt alone is very ciHUf- 
peribme. But, my Negrpjfs, with all 
&eir agflity, oftentimes , left fbme bit$ 
of {km bdbind them» not to mention 
die thorns which ftuck in their feet, 
nioit of Aem g5>ing without fandals. Is 
it not amazing that the inhabitants of 
fhis iilaiid fhoiild have traded with thoie 
of l^cnegal more than thirty years, and 
ail #iis whild not have given themfelves 
th4 trouble tq open a 'convenient road J 
CaQ there be ;a ftronger proof of the la- 
ziheCs and indolence of me Nqgroes? 
T^?ir high road, the great thorough* 
ferp of this ^illaud, is a pathj^ which 
3o6s' not even merit that name;' iinct 
k'pfertbnfe often 6bli|;ed t0 creep on aB^ 
ftttf In order td get through it. Not- 
Wf&ftancfing^ thefe difficulties I forced' 
^-wHf. / ' ' ' '^- \ '•- '^^ 

My Negroes informed me> that tha?e 
waa jfome game ia this place. I had; 

«y 
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1749?. °*y gpni and" each of thfcm had tJidhR. 



Knref» 



I a)urfcd for fomc time widiont bang 
aifcofluraged by the curvatures I 'ti^as 
obKged to' oxafec every moment under 
the nhoms. I kilfcd/a few parti^gdj^ 
and haure$» whidi niade .me amends for 
my pains* The hares of this country 
arc riot altogether like diofc of France : 
th^ a/e not ib large ; and their cbbu?' 
is^ iboiethk^g b^^m^en a hare ftn^ 
bet Tlicir fleflb is white, whkh giy^ 
4iem a grertcr feiemHance to a ralh 
bet J but . Acy do not burrow : th<Sy 
are te^r, and extremely, well ta^ed. 
Patrid- Tfh« lame caniKrt be feid rf their parv 
tddgesj ihcy iare fo tough, a$ to be 
jgpodfor notiiing* I doubt muc^ n^e^ 
ther wt Ought not rather to call Acm 
ivpod-h^s, for they ar^ the fame fi2^, 
and much about-^ iamojcdour.' -Tba 
af« fofiidentlydifln^uiflicd fi^om bth» 
biflfe of Ai« kind, by two ftrohg fpuis 

■■ ■'■ ..-■' ' ■■■• -"■ "■■'■■■"'■■. •" Pfeafiki 



, Keafed with my 4>ort, I proceeded /^' 
as fiur is the idllage rf Sor, whidi gives viii»««<^ 
name to the bSiaftd. Bofefe I could get 
thith^, I waa obliged to drofs two mari^ 
^cts: the& are rivulets with whiefa the 
W^$il$ coiifitry is later&ffed in fuch a 
vciM^t^ i^CjOfie caxinor adt^Aoe above 
%8©..^ithj«e:pttesr wfthtkit bdi^ ob^ 
^ivded. . - 1 had contnrad ia^ ea^pedkni^ Paflageo- 
whfii^ they were not to6 deep; v^rhith^^Jri^ 
3yg^ to make tUf Negroes ^Hry nae 
over, pa this oc^on Lmade life of 
it f \ #e oC %thea» tock met tt{)bif Mfr 
ihQuidfi^^ ffiid M hh doihes 'did fi6i 
i^jijomfnoi^e hun gre^y, he w^ qdiol% 
PJ&# l[iij^ rbrqaft in watttx> ib tlttit hk. 
^Y^tfd me in an:4Bft««,:4« if hewas 
ruiiningr % OiC^ over thcr&fl: marigw^ 
^hieV was. broader tji^nthe 8eine iat: 
PoQt-RpyaK Thua was I rmounted^ if: 
I^ may be p?rputted the tOTu: and 
it is the fafeft method of croffi^pg^ 
becaufe the Negroes are uied to walk 
thiQU^ theie watty plains^ as upon 

land. 



.174.9. land, and thejr know all die toads : and 

**'y- bdeed^ t$ I had no otW convqi^ance 

in croffing a rivn or a 1^ of a 

-imddlingf depdi; I ihall fc^t it 116 

..SBQre» • . ^ ' " ' -.'■•■, 

ncceffi«« . NoCwUMandiQg die care-I had fialM*, 
Cud*, my (hocsigot wet, but Vfctt not kmgi 
i^irpi^^ 1 had to walk gfk AoAs, trhaA 
k wovild be bcocfc&to oall by ttyf 
odier epidiet than kimwg, fiace eyeo jk 
the moft modottte wmtha-, thcyeoi^ 
rience ihefc suheat of 60 d«^|rees Mil 
upwards, as i afterwards :fbttnd by dH 
f^ervations which I ftm^iloufly fet« 
lowed widi M. de Reamiu/a dienB9* 
meter. A pofon may maktt m eflay 
1^ getting fiich a heat in hii fe«t^ tt a 
time when diat of die «mbieiit filr ii 
22 d^ees in die ihade, u it w«K 
jdien in the ifland of Senq^ the t€idk 
of May, one of the coldeft yria.tet' 
days in diat country : it is eafy thtt 
to judge of. the oEttone fenfibfliqr 
^ an Eur(^}eitn, traRfpkatsd fyxa. a 

tern- 
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temperate climate^ ^ ^ botCeft ^art I749» 
of the vg^obe. My fhocs grew toi^ ^* 
like a ham, then crtcked, and fdl ^wi^^^^^^ 
vto |)owder: even the 6^ of my no* 
groe$ were chopped. The very refle^on 
of the heafe of die fun peeled the Ikin 
oflP my faee> and gaire me a fixiarting^ . 
which' &metuhes kfted five or fix 
days, .^odi were Ae ordinary ei&ds 

^of the great heat I had to fiiffer, when 
I undertook diis ramble over the diftrid 

- of Sen%al : eflfefts which incrcafe . in 
liKrh a mfuura-, diat the heat of the 
place ki^ead of' 22 degrees, mounted 

-to 34 in die fiiade, that b> in the 

^cddeft air. To theie inconveniences IinconTe. 

Xnsuft add diat> of the quick fands^^i^Lb. 

' whidi ate exc^vdy fatigning^ be 
axoic ^xifink up to your ancle; and 
yoiur fiiofes being filled therewidi, bcH 

'*come intdlerahly heavy ^d trouble^ 

^feme. ° Then, for the firft time, I per-* 
treived the uie of that tliick ikin, 
thicker than the breadth of a finger, 

with 
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1^4^: v^^ wbie^ Mtft'e haai <ftrehgthened 
.^'y- the fel« of thfe^ negroes fcfetj where- 
by: ihiy arc fecored agaiixft the hard- 
1K& of eart^nal bodies, fo-as to hate 
no- occafion for.ihoes. Yet I accttilo> 
mod n^feif by degrees to this kind 
qC fatigue: for tha« is nbdiifig but 
Tffhat one may compafi with a godd 
wfli; and ihts was not wantii^. 

The tu- After diefe viciffitudes of a paflage 
Sjdon% through Aotas, rrvers, ' and burning 
^'^^JT^'fands, where I courfed and lierbbrized 
aH the way, I arrived ait length at the" 
vaiageof Sbr." There I found the go- 
vetnor, whdin Ae negroes diftihguiflied 
by 'tht n^ic <^ Borom-ikkt that is, 
mafter <if thfe vfflagei Hei was a 
vefierabte ' old*^ in&i, ' about fifty, with 
a gitey beard » and hoaiy locks . . 
Whrai' *I call him an bid man, oT 
fiftjT.^this is becaufe the negroes of 
Senegal are ..really old at the age of 
fof^-fivi^j "and ^oftentimes fconcf ; and . 
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I tcmwnber to have iicard the French 1749* 
inhabitMts of Senegal fay &vcral tunesi ^ ^* ^ 
that ^(cqording to th* .bcA d" theit ob^ 
fciration, the negroes of Aat country 
fcldom lived to be older than fixtyj 
which figreea cxafliy widi the remarks 
I cndc^ycnired to a&ertain during my 
ftliy at Senegal. But to return to Ihe 
mafter ^ tl» vfllage of Sor; he was 
a lufty, well looking man, whofe phy- 
fipfiPOnriy be^oke him a perfon of gen- 
tly inaniiers f^id great good nature. His 
naine was Baia-Sec: he was fitting 
on thei fmd^.uxdar the fhade of a jur 
jube -f, planted before his hut, where 
h^ was. Jfinqaking and converfing with 
a few/ friends. As foon j^s,he fawMnmcrof 
me, he. jTofe up, prefented his hand to ^"^^thc 
me tibrice, then laid it upon his forc^^v<>««- 
faead,^ and afterwards upon his breail^ 
ailung me eadi time,, in }us laiiguage^ 
l^w I did« I performed th« &mo 

t X^^ aculeata, nmofis ibiiis iofia ferioeis 
iaidri. Atrm. Thtz. ZeyU f. 131. Tja.f>i. 

E ce- 




A^3 ^.^y Pjr^-GrE :; 7 

\Hi^C9jf^l ;^^ ^t f^eh wi» 

tike, manner of faluti^g in this . coun? 
try. He did not take o^ his cap> for hf 
wore none: as to my part I foUowCfl 
the I^rench cuftom, which is never ^ 
take off om- hats to people of hit 
coqiplexion. He ordered a met to b^ 
fet before me^ and I iat down: thca 
he pl^ed hin)^}f in one of the CQVr 
ners; and notwitti^t\ding: all T co$M 
^r there was no, pre?ailji)g on him 
to draw towards , the mikldji^. This 

Their re- is a ttiark. of K{p^Q^ th^ (hewthi; 

4«?rencb.i*;rcnch, whom, th?y look' upoft as 
jreat J)€ppl§ ; that is, as great lords^. 
and faf tb^ir fuperiocs» Indeed they in 
not miiclx in the wrong ; and this kind 
of iubjoaiiEon ougjtA to be enccra^god 
as nxjyuJi as poffible.^ ^^ib I didnptpr^ 
him haid» Two of h&$: wives^ (l«r 
poljigamy h eftabli(hed in ^tj^cQua^ 

*'Bat thati among many other political arts of 
Cfa& Efiench, can Be oiilj, at Icaft, belt cftdek} un- 
der fotxip.welL effabUflifd government^ Mx a& thai 
they had in Senegal and its dq>enjencie$. 

' - -^ try 




TO ^DKE<fe Kl^ fifr, ff 

«^) d^e^ i^ulte£i^y aftir iwidi Ifior 
^tMirdOi<^ ^faif thdr compliments to. 
^ iM ^^ tn^gHt me a few Bo^ls 
M «F^x]Mlk, vHft egg» and fowls, i 
drdhk fotAt of the milk, andf tanked 
flieftifof the reft. V^Z 

^ Ir W39^ near diefa^ dinner tuhe, aiK^ 
Ma-Sii dependdd tipdn my' ilaying^ 
]» ifeto^ QQisan, timi^j m^ duriofity kd 
m9i I9^ie« the^ Vilkge. The huts wert 
ndltlW fo >laifgfe Bof fi> tieat as thd^ 
l^^kad 'feeft tfr the' ifle of Senegal. Jm 
fomcy the coveiiiEg';oine dowtt alnK)ft 
to die ground^ and was kept up before 
dlft^^ASS? by a few flakes, to form a 
Mridr of pen(-houfe> wHidi fheltered 
AeA ftem iht t^ of the fun. In 
c^tersi- Ae walls xivtere done oVer with 
^A^ *tawd,- ndied w ith cow-dungj 
3ii4ikhftbnk abominably. The latter 
isid' t<my oppofite entrances, each of 
which was only aa oval made in the 
wsil> of « foot and a half dbmeter, 
and two feet from the ground. I had 
E a Sen^al 



][749. found tl^.iquar^ 4ofli9 of tl^e ifla9d'9f> 
j^^' ■ $^cg4. very unca^i but thcfe wwy. 
Aill fpo|ie ib, finQO there W^ ^9 (^^ 
thing as entcnng d^^ iijrit|;uMxt do^bl^ 
my chm to my i^nefs. . ^ The infide y^^ 
in every reQ)e& U^ what I had jfeen^ffi 
jSenegal. The ibeet» wtre as irregular 
as the hut^ and very narrow. Not** 
widi^landing the little proportion ob* 
ftrved bjT tho& architeds« die t^flagos 
.^illare very agreeable, bpcaufb they are 
{Wanted widi trees^. which beiidts the 
cooln^. of their ihade^^ refteih the eye 
widi a peijietual verdure. 

Children ' - 

Sed? "*' The children of both f^a^^, even fvich 
as were. pine or ten year? did, an>age at 
wbic}}, the marks of pu|ierty begin to 
ihew Aa?afelvps, weyc ftsirk naked. The 
girls had fpr ornament rcAipd dieir waift 
a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe 
cpuld not be had, of a reftaen$ \ knuc^e* 

: * Aiyoraciotfs fiih, ofiihe ^laKire of ia lea-ckig. 
T^Kt y^% rtq^m are a diik v^ m^ >liked ^ 
die, Negroes. 

bonesy 
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!x)ncs, Or of cockle-ihclk ftringcdlike a 1749. 
pair-of beads. Some perhaps wM imi- ^*I' 
ginc that thofe children, iri diis ftatc df^***^ 
^iakedri^> ihuft fie da&ed at llie figlft 
cfaftranger: but far from it; ydu may 
go up to dicm, and even play with 
thcmx Afrjr win give theittifelves no'ikwcy 
airs; and' didugh' they are neither fhAne^ 
Aced nor bafliful, yet there is hdthing 
In their countenance but what is natural 
and eafy. No doubt but it will be 
alfo forffti^ing to^ many, that c^drefl, 
^n^Vv^ere £:arce fix mofnrths dld^ 0)oidd 
begin Ato walk by themfclvtes. t it vns 
fiesdknt to fee thofc little creatjires tum- 
:bling oh the fend before the fun, and 
qreijpihg ob all four like little monkeys, 
and tb hear them utter inarticulately a 
few words between their teeth, with an 
air of contentment and pleafure.. The 
women had all i half-paan round their 
waiit, which ferved them for a petti- 
coat j but from their waift upwards 
<hey^ were naked. Being generally well 
mad?, they have a very good air in this 
E 3 diiha- 
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X74^. did»b|^ e^MCi^ when « pedborJb 

acoffiiotatd to jdmb, saift be concdy^ 
!«ndi^ ndbnidi^ llieir Aa|M;» '•urbkliit ioKb 

imagp pf. puce jt^ib«« ::jtt flgreedife: &it 

hig.lmiOaipy^imn^ fitWEtd(» of cotw 
.^igefi iatliefa^iQC txses; tbecafe^md 
ffidokfitic of ihe Hegaoe*^ cedin^/uniir 
^4l^ .nilhsk ^rcfSb^ fiHiage? ;;]bI 
iiUfilict^ .of tbmr dixA md naatneni 
lilf wh(dQ jjevivcd la iisy snbdj iblt 

jjbat. pi nn er . Kf^^ % ipe, IJf^ 

which I !l^ne4 i^^ wijth my^ Net 

gro». 



TO S ElT^'EtJ A L, &c. 
grocs, who c^wfa^ked me diroi^ Aat 
lab3rnflth i)f dottiage^, - where otherwife 
IftouM have been eaifiy loft. I found 
ite goTcmor juft on Ac. Yery ipot where 
I left him, w«h hk dbfildrcn, and a ffew 
friends. They fat crofe-lcgged on the 
find, rouiid a krge wooden hcffA iWQ' <^ 
cot^^iwiy WUdi k a liiick-gf^adiied pc^ 
mtdetof two fytts i^ ti^ct Ht a^ 
me fit down by Imi $ thttk he bigaiL 
to fall to, and thrafting his hand into 
die ^fli, he took a hamlfol of cq$^ 
€ims, y9A&&^ he fcfied AoM #itk hit 
finigcra; '^ftv want cf « Ibrk and^^bori) 
a cteredi^ey dn^ lM.¥e not yitibttmt; 
Ife invited ^ «ae afterwards to dd the 
tee. ' I did i«#t let htin firks me 
haid, kit tfe&Mred his ^xamfslet ft)r I 
fserer ^parted from this principle, thsft 
ticking oontrifatttes more to gaii) die 
coofidonee ^nd ftSoiddnp of firan^rs 
IttxiQqg whom yon irefick, dian tb con- 
sul td^. dicit* cuftomis and nianner of 
4^Wng5 arid I always found my account 

- E4 ^ -in 
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174'9* ^^^ Tbc cmfiom.wzs )udgtd axdlent ^ 
.^ ^^' ajod Qoe of iHm mofl; convincmg proc^ 
thore^^ w^^ tb^t the difh was fbon 
emptied. For my f»ut I did not judge ib 
£iyoi)rablyofit3 nctlwig that I can think 
of is more infipid than this difh; and 
the maimer of eating it is every whit as 
di%re«ibki« Hoi;vevcr, I ufed myfcif to 
ilfi .w4 found it afterwards vciy good. 
3^.iii^ ooUde tM^fUtnted i»r whale 



.Wfc«p4mncr ivaHovers a yDui^J(fae>* 

^avej in her natural habit> pre&ntoliis 

all round a bowl fall of wator» out of 

inbkii each po-ibii dranks and dioi 

:iiiey made ufe of it to waib tJbt hai^ 

jdmt.had pofdrmdl ^ the <^ce of a' fjMHiy 

^^ahiphifr always the right ; the kft b6« 

ing defigned ibr ufes inconfijftent iitdtfa 

cleanlinefs. Thefe praftices, like polyga* 

my, arc a conlcquence of die precepts of 

the Mahometan religion^ which diey have 

f» 
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ib £tr embraced) as its-pnnciplei are a- f749* 
greeaWc to their own cuftoms aiwj eafy * - 
manner of living. I was. very much fur- 
pri2;ed> not to &e any of my lancUord's 
wives eating in company, with him^ but The wo. 
1 was tdd, th^t fudi was the.cuflom. <^^with 
the countiy, and that no won^n c;rer bands* 
had that hopour done her ^ biecauiie Hacj 
are peifuaded, like good Mahcnnetan^ 
that thei£ is no jpradiie for the fbiiale 
fex. Therefore they dined after us, and 
In the ikne manner; that is, widiout ta- 
ble, plates, taHe^dblb, ipocms, knives 
forks, or impkiiffi^ 

lb Older to make my hoft amiei^s 
for his good ei^rtainmoit, I prefented 
him witfi a few patt€S * of iron, and 
I diftiibuted ibme g^-toys among his 
wives and duldrem He wanted to \s»^ 

♦ The patti of iron is the twelfth part of a Bar 
nine feet long; and ierves for money in diis coun* 

tIJ. 

\ 

mc 
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r749* mclbr a t)an which wis juft going td 
;,. ^' begin; but I begged liim tb pdftf)one 
ittill anodier'tiMe, i>ccatlfe it was neai* 
filll-lbt. Wfc parted extremely widl fa-* 
ffefied with eathoftef. The ^utriots^i 
hi retttm for 'the gencrofity ^wifh wliidl 
I fed i)diaved 'tdWairdS ^etti, attendee^ 
Ihetipwards of two huildffed paces, beat- 
ingrm tfie drum, to the fdbnd of wfciifi 
itf "^e ydtmg^ pcojile dinced in cadence^ 
tetpreffing ifieif joy. At length I loft 
1^^ cjf thenx, and rtiade all the haft^ 
I ccrtdd back to the ifland of Seiicgd. 

I was not a little pleafed with Ais 
my' fifft r^ejptlon at the lord of 5br §• 
^t convinced rtie, that dlere ought to be 
'c6;ifidera1)le abateliieiits tinfadj:, in the ac^ 
coujHs I'had read and hcafd every where^ 
of &e favage charaftcr of the Africans ; 
a«l I was of op^ion^ th^t tbis^oald 

* This is the name the Negroes give to theimi- 
^ians and drummers of |th^ countiy. 

not 
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liot eaoteiid to tibte raud?es of. SenegeL^ 1^:9^ 
XhjMf gave .iw great encQuragmnoot to ^^* 

fiter» that a veiTd wi^a fp ict iQ^it (ho 
laaonth folk^ingi (q |my ifcwoe oxen: al 
^ Muik^oc tracKng-plafic*; A» ^«> 
ll^o^gii^ lio the oompfli^, wb«i WW 
cn^ivilQ^ w^b this QCHnfi^fi^Q&A^fHyg^^ 
* n^^ to poffonjft.the voyage vith ^uqir 
i)ugcordm^y ,^e. embarked ^ i^th iof June 16. 
Jtl^e, ea^iy j».th« loorniflg^r^^flK^ 
river Niger, We afqsndei^ tljie ftroaipi ^J^J^ t» 
and when we came to the point of thf ketoetn- 
iHc of Bifedbe, we began to leJfc %h|piaS^ 
of the iflan4 of. Senegal, v|;^hich 4s ab^ 
a l^gue diftant from tji^p^re, Toji^ 
light we ha4. the iflf^ 9f ,B^ecb«,:^^^a^ 
the wood ifland ,to the left : they wcrf 
Jboth bordered with mangroves j ii^ibM 
our navigation was as pleafa;it as:if we 
had been failing through a large avenue 
df beautiful trees. The, mangroves * 

^ Mangles aquatjca, fbliis ruhrotundis & punaa- 
&* rbm gin, fag. 13. 

have 
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1.749; have {otmt&iihg {b cxtraoitiinary in thdlr 
- J"^*" matorc. that I cannot jiaft them ovie^ifi 
J^^ fHencc. The largeft ^ thefe trees are 
mL^' generally nor: more thkri fifty feet' l^igh; 
iiwytrce«.they grow only in tihie water, and on 
Ae banks of rivers where the tide goes 
iip twice a^ay. They preferve flic 
Verdure 6f their leaves throughout thi 
year, whidh may be faid alfb of moft of £he 
trees bf this country : Wit what rehden 
them more remarkable^ . is the long robfe^ 
'which iStiing out of their^Ioweft branch- 
es, hang down to the water, and penetrate 
into the earth. Then they refcmble {o 
many arcades from five to ten feet hi^ 
Vhich fcrve to fupport the body of t^ 
tree, and even to advance it daily into 

*the bed of the river. Thefe arcades 

, , ' . » 

are fo clofe, and intertwifted, onf 
with another, that they ^rm a kind of 
natural and tranfparent terrace, rai&d 
yf^th fuch folidity. over the water, thj^ 
one might walk upon them, were it not 
^ ^ that 
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^ittt the branches are too much encum* Z749« 
-bered with leaves. —^' ^ 

Thus we advanced three leagues 
through mangroves, after which frcmi 
ihe nmigot of Kiala to that of Torfc- 
hpdy within four leagues and a half of 
th? ifland of Senegal, we few nothing 
oi^ both banks of the river, but rufhes 
or weeds froni ten to fifteen feet high *> 
Torkhod is a village fttuate on the left 
fi(ie of the river Niger, upon ^ hill, of 
red fand, at the "foot of ^rt^ch pafleth 
die marigpt ikzt bears its name. This 
is the only village we could' iee the 
whole way from the ifland of jSfe^effal, 
-The mangroves hid intercepted die prol- 
: ped of Ae others, which are fcattere^ 
.about the low lands overflown by the 
Niger. The advantageous fituation d(^ro£^<£ 
Torkhod, the red cdour of the hiB. ^tSS^ 

I . ^ -;..p^. .. ^ .-,*>/ hod. 
-# Gramen diid^lon fucorne tomentofo^ mitf- 

tab* 15* 

the 



1749. tiie beau^ c^ ^ trees, vHtb #]»di iferlt 
J^* adorned, and the nietdow^ wkidi il 
ce^mands, all together afl^d a very 
agreesrbltf pitbCp^. The fiAerttteii h^ 
kn^ing tt> th? |)lace broagfat tt ibiiie 
iheH-fi&) by the Frendi c^ffled Midieih^ 
ram^^ \^itk cd$ and odier fi& yAsS^ 
they had Catched in their litde ri9^. 
We bought ahore fiVe dD:^^^ iv&ieh ^ 
Bot ftaB^' us m thtee J^i^^ a-pfee^. 
Fiooaf thence we continttei our vc^age, 
- mcctihg; with a fc^^ mcit mangtdvts^ 
:Oti the. H|^ bank of t& rkei^/^ TVti 
camewi^ua a letgae of iv village t^affi^ 
IVlab^ vrhere thefe treto ttsoMzjStx 

I Arrivwat The famc day we aHived before fun- 

i ketioe um- . (et at &e Muiketoe tra^gvplacei voiieft 

[ ^. vras to be the £Je (^ c^tt^. This }a^ 

\ . ■' • . "* - ■*'. 

« Nham<)mBrafilfenfibt% bag^;do Rb Iiffiib* 

^ ra3f ifc&r^. ^. 149. 

[' Mjrftus cirrhis fex longiiSmisy pinna d«rii (e- 

1^ dindsl triaitgutarL, Gnwnh MuP IdfUu p»' ^ 

•] • If. ffifi .,..-. 

> • ing 



jHig t^ find port we mcftt viih, m gcH ^749. 
tPg^pptbeNiferi the feme is praajicd ^ 
hqv:^ ^ as .fU Tea. by tboicr who pgft thtt 
ttppk : t^e Ffenjd^, the &?ft (kne thcfjf 
CCHne tiUs w^y» are bound %> oiake.n pi^ 
lent to. ^eii//(7iei *i ^thei?ofQi«;Iga»t 
th<m thiB ufiiaj gratuity/ Tho M«fls/e|!>e 
|rading*pl9C$ is 01^ ^hitt^m leagues- to 
the jtofd» -j^ Qorth-ealt of the iiland of 
SraegaL This is a fruitful {dain ex^ 
tending on boUi fide$ tile river as far 
as the viHage of Mal»,'whichwel^ 
behind us : the whole tra(ft of gnMi)d» 
upwards of fcven leagues in length, iS' 
laid out in ^^acious meadows, whfcre 
the inhabitants breed a vaft number of 
catde. T3m name of mMrigotf of ^ Marift^ 
Mufketoes^ is given tp -a imaH rivcr^ofMuf- 
which falls into the Niger, a Utlk 
belbw tfie trading'-plactf $. becanfe it it 
full of veiy high andJ thick weodr, 
which &iw to harbouiB a kiad^Mu^ 



ketofs.. 



* This ia tba Naai# fiven to tbe Negn^es in the 
fimrke of die Eaft ^idia company* 

ketocs 
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1^49. ketoes called ^maringoim. ScMxietiittH 
^' thofc litdc infeas ifTue Iforth fraitt 
diefe inacceffible places, in fudi fwarmsi 
^t they 'darken the air. It is very diffi-^ 
ctdt to guard againf): them, becaufe dieir 
IKhg will penetrate through the compa^^* 
^^ooUen Axiffs ; and the multiUides of 
them that attack a perfbn all at the fame 
time, caufea pnrodigious pain, ^uid throw 
the whole body, as it were, into a fer- 
ment. This is one of the greateft in- 
conveniences that air aquatic places are 
lubje^l to. 

Fiockt be- The Moors waited for us, within "two 
uSr^ humlred paces of the north Imik of the 
river, where they were encamped. AH 
over the co^ntry, nothing was to be ieen 
but numerous £ock8 of oxen, wethers, 
kid, and camels^ which rangedabout in 
foil liberty. ^13ie, day following I* went 
on foore to view the oxen, which foem^ 
ed to me very difierent from thofe of 
Europe sfor moft of them were larger and 
higher legged 5 but they were particu^ 

larly 
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liify: ttmarkable'for a lump' of Heih, 1749-'. 

Wfaidi tofe abatre a foot on the wi- , 

^^et^, Ik^tween Wic two Ihoulders, The 

hufts,* ^wliich 'dicy are not lifed to caf- 

tPite)'-n^ alfo of a very peculiar fort. 

l^ef^eir- ho refenblance to odr Trench 

titksy ' except in their head and tail j 

htit a* '^ny dieir fize/ and hair, thgr'are 

ttftSte'i^e a goat: the latter* animal 

had nothing remarkable. The £eih of 

bbtb is* extremely dielicate, but often 

toa pcrffcoMKl. It feems that a fleece 

itf* ri^obll' would have been inconvenient 

to fheep in fo hot a< cpunti7(.;s..M4 

therefore^ nature has changed it for 

thin ha^ of m9derate len^. 



A#M[**ambkd tmong thofcr nwneiThck 
torn €6diB, I'*iurid toyfidf appibadw*^- 
ttt^-^kwUkA^' the i^ibaarf' ; * a. namfe' dieyt 
givi^ t# a dufto: irf 'tents, whem 1^ 
Mdti?»%a lof%^ tenu ^^ -aU 

roua^ ur^ fomtof a^tt^^ a8d4iiflde 
* '^- • P . : - of 



]!74^ of gpzUi a9d ^asadr, h«^» jBapnuBtqill 
^**^' . t©;^ rain. Th^-^nvrc c;uq2pi otsdr tf 

^. .;4n0t}^sr:> ilk ^a^-fi^idv .<^q^ 
^QflKiirinl^by^ft^f^ifl ill. thftxtiiddlfi $si 

ilKtfradloes QQ6t|ibik)| f^Fclwd^ik tM 
.mi]k{»< aid iKitter.},- in ihoit dl ^kevTipcH* 

" " L- »■ v. .-■ -c-. .. : K :• jy^> j. .■:.■ 

<?««?«' * • While the meh lobked aft t rf tf it^ £|||^ 

of the r - 

Moorifli lie^-tbe women were confined to ihAr 

tents, -v^rher^ thejr eo^k^ iSMr^m» ht 

iiimaBg butter, ^n %itil^^,. ^ talt^i 

cai>d' of their d^Udraik aM oj^ 4^n)i4 

•ftifr tbndcms. Thty ait ^f. ;«: olmt 

i (iom|)k»», with feiyngdftt l^||(!iiii» 

'sitd fillip fparkiiaif ey«6) {iaUr ^- U 

';'"■-"■■ • -loiig 



women* 
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$>%'an^ plaited ; iotA^ h«^e it hin|;>» 1749: 
i6g^c>#n, «nd otiicrt tied up. tliey ^:, 
lleiAed to ht irdi made, th6u|h Ibali) 
■ttd a gfi^t deal isuoi^ rdubrved Quui 
Ac K^roe tWinett. It* meri ttfcSSSn 
^ wki^ taller 'tfkah the!^c«^dies} but 
^iJjrdHftr in flior colour, which fe i^ 
or a red htcfwn i in Aeir hair, whidk 
& «if a tj^ddling length, curki^ and 
'Mttch tucker } anid e^iecialfy m their 
'ttikckii, tvhich appear more under thdr 
dd^:/th^ ha^ alio a mom meager 
fiu3e^'x^th le^ fle(h* and their ikin is 
pat h ihiooth. 1^ dreia both cf men Thtir 
and vtromen, coniifb in a long {hirt oi"''*^ 
.^b^ lin^a^ aod a fdff^r with ^iirhich 
1^0^ W9n(ien coiwr. their heaf^ an^ 'iho^** 
.4d:ai, the n«en icmietimes ■ roll it 4- 
-boot /^ir t;od^ .like a walj^^aad* 
-liiifi: fcoius^mes round -||ieir. h^ds,. in 
; imitat^n of .a turbaot. t^^^m is 
llpt,•>^^dy$-hIac^/an4 rOade (^ fottpni 
A^r% afB a grta> naany.i^cp w^p ;wear 
- J^ jof white wool, and oftentimes edged 
" F 2 with 
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1^49. with re4. ,1 i|X)ks,,once already 01 1^ 
^^' rgpafl: I made with.' the/Negroes ; but 

Sity/*"" the Moors are no way. inferior^ 

in frugality. T^eir ,ordinaiy food. I§ 

,.,^. -. milk^ cithei;.X)f cjdnelsj*^ cows, |;oaS| 

'**^^''qrjhctp, with millet/ and very often 
milk and. s;um alone is iheir whole rcr 
paft, and fcrves them for meat ana 
drink,. / * / \, . . ^ 



Tnougn two nionths^ wer^e not^ ^yet 
clapfed niice^my coming to Senegal," j^ 
hevertheleis, had an jppiportuni^. of fecH 
irig, and fcrming foirie judgmpnt^' at 
leaft >s much as was neceflaiy^^ lor 
the timej prelent, of two nation5,.,ma 
moft diftaht, in their'biiftoms'and man^ 
ner of Uving, of all thofe that innabijt 
this yart of Africa, namely, the , Mjpor^ 
4n(i the iStegroes. In both, I hail pB-' 
ferved gr^^t humanity and 'fbciafie^ 
nefs, which gave mt "'ib-ohg 'toj^i^ 
that I fhould be very fafe ariiolne 
diem, and meet with the fuccefs' T dc-. 

urea 



fired^iri my ihqtriiyj kfter the ciinofities 1749; 

r /* Jl • ■ .'^^* ' "r "' June. 

of tneir country. ■•' 

1 The: next .day. I., went a herborizing 
tncbcourfiiig Ovef the beautiftd fidds on 
€he oppofite bank of the river. . .^t that Fieid« of 
time they were covered with a large 1^°*^" 
kind of millet, called^az/i?r-«^/*, or 
Guinea aom : it was now almqft ripe^ 
and jthe >Iegroe§ had cover^^die cars 
with, its own Jieayes, to (heller* it from 
th6 Ipafrows, whiph do a great deal 
pf mifchief in tfiis' country. It was no 
finall. labour tjp walk acrofs thpfe fpa- .,. .^;. 
fciQUS fields of millet, the ftalks being 
very large and^conipaft, and full eight 
feet high. The. heat was quite ftifling» 
for not the leafV breath of air could 
be perceived amidft thofe high plants ; 
and the fun, at a very little dillance 
froiii'th^ zenithj darted his rays al- 

/i %%.M]iiiim anindinaceiuli^ fubiotttitdo^lenllne forgo 
''* ' . F 3 moft 
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1749. moft j»erpcQ<ficu]aify. ■ Mjr N^^roes, m 
*""•- order to amtffe thcmfclyw ^ t^$ ipqn 
wialk, Und to^ucnc^ their iiuxQ^ pluck* 
f^ &v«ral istire ftalks of imfle^ andt 
fiieked tb« juice, after ftripping it «f 
its huilk. TTiey gave me fome to taitei 
0d I foimd it ib iWeet and pleaf&ntjl 
Aat I quickly followed their example. 
I do not at all douht bat the ftalks ot 



/•^■f 



millet pit]^ared in the fame mia^ncar ai 
jRigar canes, wou!(d adbrd a vegr pfop^ 
juice Ibr making &i^f 

piw. hpur :^ijhpnt ^ei^ any, ihj/^ ^ 
plaqt^ aU round me, I anive4 «^ §» 
f^t of a little hill|, whereon ;W|$ hoUf 
A vUbi^, y^ac^ the N^roet (^ 
Deple^* t bad viewed it fi-cifi^ ^ 
l^k of the.river» where it ^^4l4 
a moft delightiul proiped. The foot 
^ t^ hai w» ^ ef.ptiif ftd&nd, 
and inttrely planted with gardens. At 

that 
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4$fit.'«iii» 4iim'weBi ^'romenn' » 'foxH i749« 



lm%.qi^ Dot, at nfl^ lolpnor m ^^^ 
«h^o^ of wW.dwMtes. but gfwtr;^^ ''«- 
I? fiifJS»!f. in,-i\¥fei»^ and ddi^uy.of 
ttlfti^ .TIk) tw<} ^Ipdes of Indian ief-^ 
«|««'f^ tbe'^roen «nd tte rcd> grow 

4mtf Of five leet 1i^, ^4 r^mbl^ 
f9i^ 0^ ift the MeV fTIie reiV 1)T die 

Ft^'^«^ -'-^"^ rv* .•■••"•;"-"- ■■ 

^ipiof^ ll|^ fvdfos, I proceeded tQ 
^ vl^e^.#f&dl>t::#»ndmg M iiMe ,,v.; 'f 
^ llfy^tMccy beotiui^ h didmot^^pi 
pfijurlP nie, to dtfi^ 6%tei^tlitife I1«g 

l»* <ifeu«»"-i6xim' Ihfe tiVer,- tte'^'filfleTiieeyi. 

■ ^ - ^ white. 

!..t1C$«t9tt IiMica>^.{p^iMip,:l(Q«to^aiip<!KS. 

'''''^' F 4 white 



June. 
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1749. white pw^ were frightehe^-greMlj^ 
.at feeing^^nc) and ran awc^ as'*ilflfl H 
they could, to ieek for fhdicr betw«i«tf 
dicir mothers legs : ^at -^ &m» tinKi 
thejrgctw very loud' cries, -wMchi-tiirf 
not fn^te^ me nwch,^ becatile I ibM 
difcoycred the catife. * Y*C I g6t ntli«^ 
out of ^ way, to avoid - Ac ifiigh^St^ 
aoife occdfioned by my prefenee \ ^\A^ 
a woman, wfio faw- me-gathfeii(^fi*^ 
HI the garden, tbought'to^ohligb^^Vfi^ 
by bringing me fome of a ibrt gf^M^/ 
efteemed in that country. At the fitmc 
6me, ihe candudted me into the^^ild- 
dlc of the village^ -where ftood rtlie^tfte 
liwm which (he had plucks them. \It 
was very krge, but no^-lligh« By"" 'Hi 
fbppla pendant bou^s^ andlong^^omsy 
I'knew^-it \o be the .<r^'i6tf//V of-PWJC^ 
per Alpinu^ * : the -Negroes cdl ifr 



iA^ 



i^Z'yfi^P"' As I flopped to view Alt 
fccne bap- (fee, I was quickly furrounded by a 
author, number 6f boys and girls, whpin 

♦ Agihalid. p. Jlp. Sgfp* vch ii. p. 20. 

curi- 



TO %^-Kte^'k£; &c.^ yj 

fcuri6fity'*H4d • drawn to^efh^f;' .Iffiffi? 1^49, 
oiit of relpe^; ahd' ibke ^t^V J? fe^' J^ 
kept theriifelves at a '^iftkhcCri bdi^ 
♦rfere familiar enough 'to cothef near me^ 
*ftd to afk for glafs trMfets ^ •fot' tlidS 
as I obferved before, are the merdhan- 
dife and ornament which the Negroes 
chiefly delight in. Mdft of Aem'had 
never feen a white man lb near; Ibine 
touched my cloaths arid /my linen'j 
others took h6ld of my liat, and ojf nijf 
halt which I wore in a bag,^ thinking 
it' impoflible it fhould grow'ti^'TuOT 
i length 'a^ th6y faw it ' alJCMt ^'xi^^ 
cars 5 othersf in' fhort, %ft die h^g W 
ftlf, and aikedme for tobacco/^ wffltf 
'♦Hiich they thought it to be filled/ 1^ 
titik of its "being fo very like a Bltfe^ 
j^uare leaAdr: bag, wherfein they ' aii^ 
acctiftomed' to carry tobacco trpbn thdf 
^rcafts : but hdw gredt 'Was^^^Aei?^ ifepi? 
priie, upon feeing i me tatke- bff ^If^ 
bag, when my hair fell' dbwn to^ mf 
waift. The Kbcrty Igavc them to dii^ 
'^ amine 



ty0f wkfi bothv Urn und^eeivcd'than, mi 

J^t-^ kirpprd to Ujc pmcndcd vifc of 

<feP' l?j^ as tp i«y har» the lengtfi 

erf" whitii «h^ no loagcr devblcd „o6i 

#^ lii^ &w it rwlly ftiftept?^ to «gp 

■ .. . • . ■-• ^ • ■ ^ 

fc^, oc<»f»Qf»e4 my making feveral reft 

^c^lipas ^ J w<?at from thence It oani9 

into my head, that my eoJour, fo oppo- 

■1* i>nr!' - fite to the blacknefi of the Afiicai^s, waft 

'i^rf^J-' the firft thing «h« ftnuqk the chUdreiu 

■ooi " " thoft p<*t^ 1«^* creatures were then in 

'' .;4^'^^ '^^ ^ ^^ in^ts, ^e &ft 

fijp thflfjf i^e ji Ne^oc. I recalled ta 

It^ l^» thajC the fecond thing whidi 

^^tpiix/id the ri^ wa^ tbf l<^gth «u4. 

^lipfew^ of my h^ir, cbqapared to theitt, 

fi^Qh ]0Qk9 1^ veiy ^ cad«4 vk^ ; 

i^li^ ^ 1# place, the wfig^ atid 

l^i^fMit. of fl^ aj^ard, which after 

t^ OpfiQ^ 01^ of a veiy light callioa 

yffi^i;p9)U sT^ lic^d&r wiil no>. lidnger 

, ^- be 



I' 



T O IB * N E <^ ^ 1a &c. }| 

1^ {^fprixed that ionte {€ tb«lA.ibPi|k^ JigliJ^ 

lor , tobac^p, , wlten be h/u^lffew^ tlbld 
|?egtt)».of CTcry »g^ ^' «a<i cw^ 
4itioD, are n^ to fij(k.ey^,tl)e. Hm^^ 
Infles of the whites, when they o^Wf^l^ 
pUfitr them. It i$ with good f«aloi| 
|m4 th«t the^ (Uv the mf>it #Ftfiil be|^ 
^, iaod thf qjoft dcjfteiBpH*,, tj^j«ir^.~jH| 
^"uniyecftiv '* :. ■ ..%-...■ ; .- > ..■;^_f-)^| 



I -^^ 



Inftead of foUowingp.the road I hadPianitia 
^to acrois t]^ ttrefimie),ficl4s^X0il$&i^ 
}cfj tp gq t^ D^imr^ { i^ftirnftH^^M^beM. 

AfeWgl«D«tre^ « pTfM^gi^t^f qiMUfit^rql 
t^«nil^JU]»;tlH>reafN^rbim9e,^|^ 
fejban*^ and a 1»^ fp«$te$ iof ^^(<y^i^i^ 
]^^ wMch the N«gfPea;^^z^ai!^Kl«if| 
that i$,i jM 0wnrow, b«^Tir^ iky ijsui^ 
friipn ypntQw^ itr-oi*'dra|iiF.iMur< to fyvk 
to i^ thb plant jyim^'atdly iniitect 

t4' Iti . 
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X745F. fesr lidvcs to *t^ifh yoii,' ks' It were, i 
-■gg^ gobd mpht)w,'; and to fliewr^that ir-fe 
fei^bk df tfi'd pdiitendfs dttne; it Amoh^ 
dtfe herbs vvith winch tlie meadow 'S 
felewed, I t6bfe('itc)tice of iSti^ juj^d'^ 
ifafiiiiarr f ,^ diricfcwefed J, tod fev6i^ 
<^ies (if moUugoy of a great many fbrti 
crgrafs,\oftHri:t?/i^/z^^^ anda'fin^ 
fibfitive plant, rampant; and nW fpinoiisj 
infinitely more delicate and fenfiblb" thdlf 
all the Ipecies that I know* 



■''^\>iA^ 



■A.t'U 



-i'l^did not neglea the following dayi^ 
■ Itl^* vjfit' the nfei^hfaourihg villages' and 
\ ifelds, where I found great plenty bf 

i' Biid W fhrub hitherto 'unknown to 

^tanifts, whicih the Moors 'call ^2/^i 

trrr.' . ;.. '^^ ^"^''^'"' -'':•! ' f' ^'[\ 

^^ ♦ Jtlffiaea ferefli, fforibiis tetrapetalis odandris 

;l : t, Pcilic^Lw^iisuleCarpatain, ^ 3oogiois& fidB» jto^* 

t Alfine lotoides ficula* Bocc. rar. ph 20* 
H Coldenia. Linn. H. Ztyh 6q. 



erable mimDej- of other new plan^i ' ^ 7 ^' 

tut it wouKi be of no uie to mention " 
V- ' '■'' ■ . . 'iz.'.' ,v \' ' ■ ■' '.' '."1 ■; "f'T 
^em hete*, as I jntend to give Uieir 

aejicriptiori^ ai^ figure hi ,a particula^ 

wbrk. •• •■: '■ ■■• •■■ .'•='"' -■*. ' ■■;•'' 



- J 



"^ There V^' a ^fbat ^^Jr/v^fd^' bftkl'^ Bird^ 
ui 'tiiofe parts, 'but \ never could cSoiii'i ^^/. 
tip with any ^bf "^them. ' I'^^killed fevefal 
c^thofe biMs;'- which the 'French caU 
large^es : ^hd itideedj thiy are of^iJ 
l^genefs that^has* no fort of proportk^ 
tb- the hea4: '-Iii the form • oif Aeir b^dj^ 
HjSttPiof ^thcirf rfcct,: whiphi ate^ J^Kt Joti9 
thf^ toes,\thay:.^^rc ycryf^IflceayhuftaFdii 

^^hprs ^j^-s^j an , afljrtgl^? mixe^ 
jfliih ^^hit^. LrXheir ,flefo.is,^tpn4er, aiid 
ng^yr be.eatqri. . J could xjjpt.aifoid hav^ 
fRS ;^ery' good Ippit in^thc. jpea^Jow* fe^ 
^|rp is pleniy.. of ' gjunf : bm it was His fpoit- 
interrupted every moment;, by the loud i!lptid*by 
?3h^Trnportunate criis'^^ kmd of bird/"^^^^^ 
» *^ . - • which 
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»**• t»tftdi, l^uaUirs ot Arofcrp, ifccaiic al 
foonas tney &e a^ i^, ih^Mfet tip:4 
feud breaming, and keep flying round 
him, as tf thesr bteflt wis to warn Ac 
- '- other tnrds, n^'hidi u^kmI hearkig the 
07, ' immedBiteljr take wing. Thdb 
titds are did bane. of iQiordmen) who 
«te fwe to ^ thej^iace di^ar of att 
gani^' ftonr ^^ tkdr arrivaL In fliorl, 
'^ejrrpttt me* into a paffion» whidicoft 
'ibiim very dear} for aa tl^e)^ always % 
in p£xit I lulkd le? dral 1>rate« Then 
Wttfe Wo forts t aiid fiiither lof thcM 
huSfy ftxtae^ |ht bigni^ of & pfgwil^i 
tiitt ^ vtmt high'-l^|g«a, iAd hAd ^i 
^k>ngIi6dB. Th« cdtouf ^ difti ^ii 
ftth^gfejr^ dn th« Wit ^d Wifi^, iin 
WA of* Adr bb^ was altogether wWte. 
TKc fether had their wing* and partQf 
fhe tail black, and their Ihbidders ^€tt 
ixtsM With A WQ hbrtt of the fiime p>> 
loiir, very long, of ^ ihape and hard 

catf 






We ,wwe JBwiw io,<h^^4^1^ 
ottf vojrigcbi i;r^ we fioiihed oar h^ i^sca^aL 
^§&^ and thoa^^r lof ^ rctvjfnia^ ;$o , ik» 
iflaod ^oT Stinc^ 1^ Moob, Mdho-iiA^ 

^f^kttlf, Tha^bg ^r|gtf4 tfet^ qwmtFjp^t 
found, were preparing to encamp on 
another fpot* and even to retire towards 
the mountains^ at a groat dHlance north- 
ward of the livefj to avoid the injyu- 
dations with which the lirll rains of 
the month of June had lately threatened 
tbem« Their tents were already ftruck, Dwamg* 
and, they had put them, together with ScMooft- 
their furmture and utenlils, into facks 
, of leather neatly drefled. The whole 
was loaded on the backs of camels 
and oxen, which carried their houfes^ 
inoveables^ wives and children. Such 



.^. «.^ 



J""*: never fixed ^9^ a^^ot t/ ^'PF* JfrlP^r ^ 

~ which conlifts their whpk^VKefilth»..Qn( 

bilge them to change quarters, accora*^ 

ine as the feafons and the naturae , of 

I ^f ^'i their pafturage refj[uire* .^^^ 

§oon after my return to^ tlie iilaiy^ 
6f Senegal, an opportuni^ ofTpred ol 



5xty:leaguQs or thereahoats, on tHc rj-* 
ver 'Niger. The veflel was'! fa go ancf? 
fdfiim withouf flopping ; .j^et T went on 
Bbar^. ' M^ Negroe^ did hof .want folr ? 
iteitatiori to foUoW mc; fo th^y joine4'- 
so. witlf'the ^if^sr cbmpany,^ ^We fet fatf^ 
to?o^;lfie- 30th of JmIc, afceridihg die^ river/ • 
- rtearly from weft to eaft.*" The' winds' 
tlHfere fo* favourable, that we arrived in 
thrte days^ at Podor. As fd expedl- 
libu6 a navigaticii did riot -allow me 
time to go 6n (bore, I criibraced thft- 
oppid-tumty of ndking a plan of thtf 

courfc 
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ioiirfe of the river. I obfcrved the diffe- i749* 
rent widths of its bed, and of the mouths J"*"^^ 
of rivers that empty thennLfelves into it, ^^^}^ 
the angle which the latter form in their ^'^^"^A 
diiemboguing, the iflands we found by courfe of 
thie way, and their length : I likewife ^ "^* 
Ibunded their d^th > in ihort, I ne- 
gledied nothing that was capable of 
rendering :nr)r obfervations moft accu-^ 
rate. ' For this purpofe I made ufe of 
the compafs to mark the changes of 
direction in its courfe, meafuring from 
time to time its velocity, or that of the 
vefiel : ibmetimes I added to theie 
two^ methods an eftimate of the great- 
nefs of the diftances, in which I had 
every conveniency, and met with all 
the fiiccefs I could wifh. If we ex- 
cept a few fhoals here and tliere in 
the bed of the Niger, which may be 
ea£ly avoided when the winds are not 
quite contrary, one is fure of finding 
it navigable throughout. Though it 
vm then at its greateft ebb, yet it 
G was 
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1749. was from twentf to thifty feet and 

_i^^ mope deep. Ttic fca-water, wkichAms 

c^cry common year as hi^ up afttho 

marigot of die Mu&etoes, iku i^ a^ 

bout fifteen leagues ffom the momliof 

the river, had reached this year as Jur 

as the defert, tibat is, upwards of thkty 

leagues. This is about the difiaace 

wliKsre the Mt water flops : hut the 

V^dL ^^ ^^ pcrcewedt great deal higher 

ed^atPo- up. it rrachesas fiur as Podofi whaar 

it k. vifiUe fa^ the tifing of the hA 

water, vAnch is fufafed: tm. Aei 

nciffitudes of tide, hat sA lefs: 

perkxls. The Ugfccft 'flood wUck 1 

meaiured on &e bonks of the &8^ 

near idie iflaad of Sen^d, h fait, tavoL 

feet and a half in the great eqyuuiM 

a]K>ye6o dol^tides. It icems thcBefoce that :i^ 

from the NigcT from Podor ta dse iea^ liutrM^ 

in a courie of 6aty leagues, lm.nel;:ttl^ 

inclination of above tma iSbct afida ludf^ 

£0 diat there is isafbn to hdUcre that 

diis intire trad of land, iKcepftkg -^iiv 

> fand- 
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ika^hilfe fcatteced hcce^d there> foratt i/ 
SI j^bia exeeffi^eljr Imr and fiat, and . 
qf iildb a k«d» tiiat if the &a was to 
rtfb ^«y whc?e aMke froi» twenty t» 
t]turtj^ fee^ t)^ whple <;oi)&try wcmld b^ 
qiirjeiflovedf 

Tlje fort of Podor is l^lt cwi. thteFortof 
i^th bank of the river Niger, on a 
Cppl heretofore covered ^^ith wood ; but 
Ac great quantoty which the French 
htiff eut down for upwards of teit years;. 
Ikat ihcf have beoi ietded ihcn, has 
remoared die foreft fiuther back to the 
dftaaee of a finall half league. Here 
an (njift beautlfol tanEiarib^, red gum» 
ttif8,.an4 &vfral otihet: Ibrts of thcxnjt 
0t0fui% the wood of which is. extifemdjr Wood of 
|ws4 «Qi iotfcscolow and beauty of it$ try. ^"^^ 
veins, not unlike thofe which we ufe in 
InlaidrwiodL. ThebuttoA-taw, of a very 
di^erent ^>ede8 fiom diat of America^ 
gcows here very common. The eafe 
with which this tree receives the tool, 
G 2 and 
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1749. and its fine; yellow rencJer it pre^ 
J"^* feraMp to all other forts of wood in 
FCTtUityof joincr^s work. It is known suBong 
Ac ' Negroes by the name of kba/f. 
The rich foU of this country is I 
great encouragement to gardening. And 
indeed the French have planted fevc- 
^al which thrive amazingly, fuchf 9s 
orange, xitron, lemon^ fig, and pom^ 
^Tjm^ti^-trees, befides guava's, ajxana'^, 
papaws, and lour-Iops *, and a i^ 
cies of cafliew-nut, which pzSl^ fyc, 
one of the beft fruits-trees that g^«^ 
in hot countries. The difer^ le- 
gumes of Europe thave he?e in -gratt 
pofcftioiu They have, flkmtfr. of. p^ 
toes which multiply grea%ii ki^^ wtM 
marftiy lands, where they have been 

fruau n)axinoQ> yiridi fOfKude* toberculi^ %5:^r 
nulls innoc;entibus afpero. 5/w/7. Janh vol. 2* 
tat.' 225. f£. I. "^ ./:^i..;,-: 

.....: } .. ' once 
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once planted. ^ Thk root fcrves them I749' 
i^edd of cheftnuts, - which it greats ^'^' 
i)r. ^scelsin goodnefe and delicacy of 
taftc. The acidity of the other fruite 
lurqifhes them with a juice, more fuit- 
^ to the inhabitants of a warm cli- 
mate. 

, During the few days that I ftaid atRemaA« 
Podor, the thermometer gave me one 
degree of heat more, than I had fck 
on the iflaiid of Sen^al before my dci- ' 
^arture : it marked; from thirty to thirty- 
one, degrees. The fifth of July, it was 
iHll at thirty degrees at feven oVlock 
il die evening .after fim^-fet, in the cold- 
eft expofttion of the. open air to d^ 
Ji^rth, dodimng tp die eaft. 

.The fame day two oftriches, which surpriwngr 

. ftrcngthor 

had' been bred near two years m thethcoftnch. 
faftory, afforded me a fight of fb exr 
traocdinary a nature, as to dcferve a 
place in this narrative. Thefegigandc 
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.1749. Ittrds I had foen cmly by ti» ^Way, ul 
,_i^Ill_4ravdlcd over Ac baraing faiids oft thfe 
4eftt3f die Niger, btfi. now I had ^ feA 
^cw xsf ihem at my ^e. Tbo<]^ 
4iiey were imt yeung, flail th»^ WWk 
irefy neaer of on ^ud ^ze tMitk illfe 
largeft. Th^ were fo tame, ifclk 
two little blacks, mounted both toge- 
ther 4»i Ihb 'back ^f the htgth : no 

lie began m hm tis 1^ ai^ e«j^ Ife 
<:dii]d» tffliieicafftod diem &rerd Ig^ 
4mmi: die i^hget; and it Was ^ei|^ 
^ibk to Hop hnn, otherw^b ^n ftj' 
thSMi&b^ ttfae i(afl&ge. This QgHk 
jf^MsA UK fo wdl, that i woidd ha«e 
fit repesdicid : ^md !«o try their iSkrengfiii 
I made a fiiU^|pk>wn N^;»fe moMt 
the imalleft, and two others the lar* 
^&.. This bcurden did, not 6ein «o me 
tit aU diipropoctbned ita thbir ftiengdft. 
At fi]^ they went « pretty high <tfOt^ 
when they were heated ^ Jitlfa^ 
thoy <»spitflded Jhek* wings as if it 

werci 
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wo^ to catch' the wind, and they mo-. I749* 
ved with liich flectncfs, that they fecm- ^"^^'^ 
^ to be oS the ground. Every body 
muft fome time or other have feen 
a partridge run, confequendy muft 
laiow Aere is no man v^atever able 
ID keep up wi^ it^ and it is eafy to 
imagine, tiiat 1£ this bird had a longer 
ilep, its ^ed would be confiderably 
augmented. The oftrich moves like 
the partridge, with both thefe advan- 
tages ; and I am fafisfiedr that thofe I 
lam fpeaking of, would have diftanced 
die fleeteft ra^e-hories that were ever 
brtd in England. It it true dicy would 
not hold out £:> long as a hoi^ ; but 
widiout ail doubt they would be able 
to perfijnn the race in lefs time. I 
hiveifrequently beheld diis fight, whidi 
is capable of giving one an idea of 
the prodigious ftreiigth of an dftridh. 
and of ftiewing what life it might be 
of, had we but the method of break- 
ing and rttinaging it as we do a horfe. 
G4 I 
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^"^^' I was not fo long in falling dowftj 

g^^^^*;^ the river to the ifland of Sepogal, a» 

^^' I had been in going up . to Podor* 
The north-eaft winds, and the current 
of. the ftcwWi which hid been coiiif 
fiderably fwellcid by the late raii^s, prpjr^ 
ved fo favourable to us, that we feized 
the opporfjinity te make the heft,, of 
our w»y back, without rftopping or g^ 
ing afbore. Y i^t , I did not repent 
this firft voyage^, for I learnt thercp 
hy the many advantages I mx^t dep- 
rive from a fecond, and even from 

vniaget a^ third. In taking a fkn of the river 

S1'c"nI^^^^' I had reckoned nine or ten vi^; 

ger. lagcs on the north bank> and forty-fb. 
vcn on the fouth. A xivtf it^fm two 
to three hundred fathpn*s broftd, ^ 
banks planted with trees of various, 

; kinds, and the leaves in perpetual 

verdure 5 the numerous droves of ele-- 
phants walking on its borders ^ the 
fca horfes, tttc erocodiles, with m 

in- 
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rlnfinite multitude of other very cxtraor- 1749. 
-din^ animals, and a far greater Wnm^ ^°^* 
cber o£ birds i^emarfcable for the bright- 
nefs and variety of their cokmrs; ail 
this together fcemed to open an am- 
jJle- field ^r new and important o^r- 
Vations. ; - I 

• At my retwrfe to Ae ifland of Senc-„ »5« . 
jgal the J 5th of Jufy, I perceived the^« 
cffefi of the nuns, vrhich had faSfen in^^M^ 
vaft abundance for^ fortfc days. Ilie' 
fwjcU of the river was fo iii^en, that 
the 19th there was a return of frefli 
water at its mouth; wher^ two days 
before, the water was perfe<aiy filt. 
Tfei^^termfcrvjc^ to cfe^kie the year iitto 
fwo feafond, which differ very litttexwofet. 
from one Another. Tlie firft is, when^^^*^^ 
it does not xain at all, and when die 
'V^aters of the Nigor are 4>oiled by thoj^ 
<tf:tbe fca: ihis begins in Decennber, 
^d ends in Jime or July, The fecond 
^ is^^ whtn it is fubjed to rains, and the 

river 
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.5^49. mwr water is fii^. Tiie ranc fiddoki 
'^' J ttft more. tliafi three moaths; A^y Jbt^ 
gioat the end of Jun^^ aadtndindie 
imoQth of Septianber* . 

If tfce wQcd^Smnmct hdxmgi to ^ 
hotteft, aod that of Winter, tt> >Ae 
the coldeft weather 5 I cannot fee the 
tetfon why iA our ancieait voyagers ^ate 
lhe;Qaihe of iiai»ier» to die 4tf ikttSm 
WBd» the totiid Jfe^m, md that df 

^;Mibter. to the laiay ietfen : .£ir it is C9t- 
l«in^ and I know it hy ofafervatiDns per-* 

i^Qttr^ witii the thermometer, duri^ 

^ tim i^ttce of &m ycaxa, that the gi^ateft 
|ieat€ are generatty m ikt niny feafim, 

^ to which ^ley h«ve giv» the name ^pf ^ 
^irinter. The French at Sm^^, who 

; jpe«eeivfcd ^e tiror ioto whidi ▼oya^s 

Irene ^fien^ attempted modelHy to cor- 

ffpG it, by diOTgii^ the word fimmer 

^k/b(^4hA of Jowj/hafin, dhatis, v^^enthe 

, waters of the N^ger ;aie low; and they 
Jjave given the tmat of bigb Jeajin^ to 

the 
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flic winter aflfee' ancients, becanife ITJ^ 
Ifcte waters of the Niger at-e then very, 
Ts^. XVWiotft exanoihing into <his 
toror, which has been 'bllncBy embra- 
ced by moft of the writers on n^>> 
Yifl hiftory in our time, and being 
fBinafbd trough ^thdr ptindpsl Worles, 
Ha kmg -lad ^ conficferaUe «fffeft, on 
tte Iftutfy df natural pMSdCbphy, airi4 
^af dctflaMy on meteordo^csQ knoW- 
Itidgfe, a brandi at this time fo great- 
fjt tmbroflfed : I Aall be fadsfied fiere 
WWi obfervihg, that liiis ^niffiake Te-" 
'tjnh'fts "a. i[<$i^^' aniniadvernon. 1 uiaS 
therefore, W^ tJie French iiAiabi^g 
Senega], give the name of low fea^ 
fiit to'thtt ^drought, ^and ingb fihpm 
to -ibax. bf the rauis: or ftlll, ' ka. tx> 
4ik- %«> im!k»&i to ^e tenns nxxived 
la Europe, ^Ud «o l)e iinderftood b^ 
Iffl 1^ World, I ^Idi djilin||aifli 'fit 
IBtiHer by the iaHit df Sommfcr, iikA. 
tht inter t>y ti^ bJT winter } fe thA 

<}i^e ewo -^^feii^bDS Wfil^ ^ Senogiil, 

pretty 



p± A V G Y A G E 

1749. pretty mudi tibout the fi^nc time as m 

July. 



France. • Thefe two arc therefore tbc 

ottfy fcaibns they are fiibjeft to; Aey 

know nei&er %ring nor autumn. Whcii 

I make ufe of Ae word Winter, ]t|he 

reader is not to imagine that th^ hmt 

any hail, fnowor ice: theie are thingi^ 

they arc ftrangers to at Senegal ; nor is it 

poffible, what3ever ccnnpanipn you mdb| 

to give the native of the tauiiCi:^^ duk 

4caft idea of them. The winter 1^ 

irhe wii.'Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm sp 

Tt^ is the reft of Ac year> though^ it is alwaijRi 

^^c?1S warmer than our fummers in France,- m 

France- ^g rarely fee any fiiow or hail. ^^ 



. To return to the waters of the Ni- 
gcr, which give tx:cafion to this iflic*! 
digrc&on : they are &lt <me half of dlte 
year towards the illand' of Senegal. As 
the coimtry is very low, and has neidhfi^ 
rocks, or ftones, but only quick fimdfei 
wcUs in 'for this very "reafon it has no l^^ring^: 
cls^^ai. they are therefb-e obliged to dig w^t 

which 
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ip^}cH.;in4ee4.^ iK)t give 4iem much X749- 
trwiWe, for tjiey find water within xhxct ^^^^ 
oi four^ and oftentitnes within two feet 
dff^thr butthe^ it ia brackifh, that is^; 
1^ has a fsiltiih talk, communicated to 
the fands ^ the pi:oxifnity of the fea« 
'•.'.' '','"' ' . ' • ^' • J* 
. The 8di of Augaft the fun pafled Augoiitta 
ptiptxt^<;\MAf ovj^ ouit- hs^ i and <^ Pa%e of 

In \ nt 1 - ' the fonJB 

si»dow$ were exadUy; wader -our .feet.theZenitii. 
•Xlw. wap the. fecood, time I b^eld this 
i|)i)flPi3qfn«{i9ft:fia<:!f>.my arrival, at Saws -; 

^: thejfit:ft time. I 6sif it. ms on 
.th^.foiais^ipf, May.t^.aad it was tp^ i»- 
turn every jear much .i^ut the, fao^ 
jtime. The heat it occafioned at its 
f^up».ft9iW.$h<P.tr9jiic,.of Canc^^ to- 
ws^ jlie ;£(]i|^tor». viras m^ch. gfeat|^ 
j^antl|at|i^hich^ we, felt at it$ ^ paf- 
;;.^ge:, for,^e dxefmometcrii^^rked t^c 
:il^t? 9^1 the JM?n|jh pf Mf«y , at ^ .^- 
0fe6y fmd the, day^ %i| 2§. t^.r^gj 
jsrh^R;;^ the mg|ite pf .ABg^ft.vere*t, 

The 



canoes. 
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1749^ Tht tAnih df Atig^ and 4x€ M^ 
.f!S!L tewing 4ay8> I walked . a]io«» in liMI 
n^hbourhood of iho iAand of Ssild*^ 
gal, and retumed toVthe iflaiid of Sch^ 
cf wfakh men^n has* beei^ ma^ al4. 
ready r Our ^uropein ho$is appe^^ 
ing to me too heavy and cimiberfome) 
to mtke ufe of them every d^ m faf- 
fing diat mw; I ther^Ofie t&d^g^ 
proper to crxduB^ thmx^ for a luidl 
of Nf^oe canoo^ wydi tihe Preach 
Kegroe ea&j^V^ii^. l^^eie Htife hm^ are nuM^^ 
aii of one piece c( wood, that> isy 49C 
^e tnmk of 'a tcee cut into a hc^, 
tow vtffdj and *vefy l^t They are 
ftom tefSk to thirty feet long,, fronii 
6iie to two f^et in breadth and depths 
Mid bodi ends tenmnate in a point* 
Mme wae one of the largeft. Ais fyok 
as I got into it, my two Negiioes 
pioced tffenciielvc^ at both extromii^ 
<m« at^ the prow and dh^ other at tl^ 
ftem^ For ray part I put, myf^f it 
the middle,^ whone i.h»d no other 4^ 

but 




T O 8 J£ N E G A L, fifr. 95^ 

kit a pkce of wood laid a-cro6, wbkh i74o* 
was £iftcii|ed at both end$ ini» the ^^^^ 
fides trf" the fir^gm. My N^rocs had 
qtcb a paddle in their hands : thefe arc 
imall flat boards, laid a-cro& one another, 
and fixed to the end of a (tick, v^hich 
, tfiey make ufe of for rowing. The Ne- 
ffot at the prow was ftanding, and beat 
the water behind him with his^ pad- 
dfe t &e <«her was feated» and ficered 
vdtfa his. As fix>n as we readied l3tm 
gppofito ih<Hre, iSus^ drew the ^n;^ 
apgroundi thi3 ia the onty wa^r th^ 
people of the couatry have to iectn* 
tkefe litde vcfi^s againfi: the waves» 
^i!h]$:h wpidd foon fill them with wa« 
terj whereas th^ cannot fo much as 
wet ihem, when ihey are fiu: enough 
fioni die ihore. " 



\ I wmxaat Icmg m crafiiiigoircr^ an^ 
kmnediatelyl direded my ^&^ to*the 
tillage pf Scr« There I met with a 
^my good reception^ accoiding to ci^ 

torn; 
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1759. toiii; and I d^nd tbfcy would flww 
, me the propereft places for courfing. 



That very day I had difinifled my 
interpreter ; becauie I had acquired i 
fufficient fmattering In the language of 
the country, to be able to underfland. 
aD that the Negroes faid to ' mc^ 
and to explain my mind to ^tjiem. 
Th^ carried me to. a particular ipo^ 
where I faw a herd of antilopes; biiC 
I laid a-^itde all thoi^hta of iport^ ^ 
foon as I perceived a tree of a pro* 
d^ious thiqknefs, which drew my whdo 
attention. This was a calabafli-tree *i.' 

Trca of • * * 

prodigioiu which the Jalofies call gous in thek 

thicknefi. ^ ' - ^ ^ ^ 

VmgUage^ TJtiere w?us (lothiiig txistfL^ 
ordinary in its heigth ; for it was onJtf 
about fixty. feet: but its trunk was <£ 
4 prodigws thicknef;; : I extended itif 

. ♦ Bikoblbt p. Alp* ©^4 ii. ^ 37. 



arms^ 
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anns, as -wide as'poflibljr I xbdld, thir- 1740. 
teen tapes, before I embraced lite dit- ^"^ - 
cumference^ jyid for ^eater cxadiwfi, 
I meafure^ it afterwards round wi& 
pa(%^fhrea4> and foynd it to be fe«y- 
five feet: confcquentfy Ae diameter 
was near tWentyrtwo. 1 dp notljdieve 
■mat ihe fike was ever fecn in anj^ 
Other part ctf tbe wwld ; apA I am pcr- 
ioaded, ^iiif onr aindent voyagers bad 
feib acquaottted wife ibis ttee, lAcy 
wcndd hteve added fome fuiprifing cir> 
coniftancies to ks defotipdbn. It is very 
txttjOnSSUkty, ibdt &is tree Ihotild have 
been cniirdy forgot by didfe who hajv« 
^sm OS ik» iMxsry <£ S^negili t^ 
c&ffly, as ihere is hardly, any oiW 
fc common in ibe ce^tty. Oat <sf . 
Ac trutik I bave been defcribing, c£ : "' 
twenty-two feet in iliameter, and ^pm 
^^t to twdve feet high, there if- 
foed forth feveral branched fome tjf 
wImA extended thonlclves -horizon- 
H taUy, 
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1749. tally, fo that the ends oif them reached 
^^ ' the ground : thefe being the largeft, 
were from forty«five to fifty-five feet 
^n length. Each of thofe branches 
would have made one of the largeft 
trees in Europe; in Ihort, the whole 
of this calabafh-tree feemed to form 
^ foreft of itfelf. This was not all : 
the Negroe, my guide, led me to a 
fecond, which was fixty-threc feet in 
circymference, that is, one and twenty 
in diameter : and one of its roots, 
which had been for the moft part 
laid bare by a neighbouring river, 
was , a hundred and ten feet inr 
' length,, without, reqfcpning th,e part 
that lay hid under the ;\yater, and 
which I could not luicovier. The fan\e 
Negroe (hewed me a third, npt very 
far from thence : and moreover ad-^ 
d(ed, that without going out ^ of, the 
ifland^, I might fee a great many more, 
not .p,t all inferior to thofe in, magni- 
' . tude. 
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tude. My furprize was then at an 1749. 
end; and, fatisfied with feeing three, __!L 



I got ready for the chace. 

• "' 

I was prevented from going farther ^^^^*!^" 
by an eafterly wind, which rofe all of aP"?^ '** 

' ^ ^ a violent 

liidden with fuch fury, that it feemedftorna- 
as if it would tear up the trees by the 
root. Thefe gufts of wind are generally 
fore-runners of rain; and this brought 
a thick cloud along with it, which 
burft immediately. The village was 
at ibme diftance, ib that there were 
no hopes of reaching it time enough. 
My Negroes feeing there was no place 
of ftidter for' them, threw off their 
faansy and plunged into a little ri- 
ver which pafled clofe by the fpot. 
This is their cuftom, whenever they 
are caught in a ftorm, to jump into 
the \vater, rather then run liie rilk 
of being wet by the rain, dreading its 
bad efFefts. For my part, having 
H 2 neither 
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1749* Dsithcr pmc nor inrKqation to foQoif 
^^^ Aem. I redicd updcr one of Af 
largeft calabaih-trees thpi in fij^t^ xto- 
koning I fbould be as fafe tbere as 
under the roof of z ho)|^. T)k? ^uo 
ponred down with fud) ^^olpice^ that 
it feemod as if heweQ zf^d parth wei|: 
coming together} every drop that fiJL 
expanded itielf a whde hand's bre^t^ 
on the ff9P^d. I C<^t nothiA^ pf 0jc 
firft efforts of this iiqnfii \mt a fe^ 
minutes after, when the tree ^amp 
to be well ipaked^ I w^ i^erwhjim^ 
by the water that ^u(hed out of i^ 
branch^; and theif di^^ /Ituatim^ 
^birme4 fo many ]^(eds> from ^ciy:(> 
j?ffhcd fqrtlj ^hpk jofrea|$, whlfib 
uniting on th? yaft %fa^ «f ^ 
trunk, difcharg^^ ^i;gife}ves ^$Mpt 
thence like $ rjyfir, Jl^^ re^er qwy 
oafily imagine, I cow^d havp x^ fin^. 
time of it, to ftay under thi? tsrtp; 
I therefore got away from thence ^ 

quick 
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4uicfc as poflible, and (iobd in the 1740. 
op6n ikJd, where I did not fare much^l^f^L 
Defter : jfor I was expofed to the whole 
violence of the ftorm, 'which lafted a 
mil hoUr; and ^t my return to the 
iQand of Senegal, t was informed, that 
tljere fell two inches three lines of 
water. 

The river Niger being arrived at its 
feigheft increafe, overflowed all the coun- 
try round the ifland of Senegal, fo as 
to render it impaflablc. Being there- 
fore obliged to relinquifh my walks, I 
faw but one way to employ the long 
interval <^ time diat the inundatioii* 
was to laft ; and this was, to go over 
to a country not fubjeA to be over- 
flown. A vefTel was ready to fail for 
6bree, a fin^ iflsmi, diftant abdUt 
llAty*fivc fea leagues, Ibulh-lbuth-eaft 
from the ifland of Senegial, and very 
near Cape Verd. I thought I- could 
H3 do 
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1749. do nothing better than to embrace fo 

Auguft. fg^vourable an opportunity ; and there- 

,, ^7. fore I embarked. We put to fea the 

He cm- . ■ 

barks for 27th of Auguft, with the wind to the 

the ifland ' o ' ^ 

ofGorce. weftward, and not all favourable 5 but a 
fudden ftorm * burfting upon us one 
night, with a terrible call wind, drove 
us with fuch violence, that only put- 
ting right before the wind, without any 
fail at alj, we made more way than 
we had done for feven days before. 
During this tempeft we faw a light,' 

Ignis fa- which the mariners call the fire of 
St. Elme : it winded near a minute 
about the top of the maft, and the 
eJctremjty of the weather-flag, and then 
it dilpcrfcd. The feilors looked upon 
it as a lucky omen, which encouraged 
tjiem to hope that the tempeft was' 

♦ Wc give this name to all tcmpcftuous gu£k 
of wind, accompanied with rain, thunder, and 
lightnings and wc make ufe of the word dry fiorm^ 
to diftinguifli thofe gufts that are without fain. 

near 
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near at an end, and they were not de- ^749- 
ceived in their expedlations. The wind -!L1 — i 
fubfided foon after, and the fea was 
reftored to its former tranquillity. 

The fourth of September, by break 5^^^"?^^' 
of day, we found ourfelves off Cape sight of 
Vera:, this to me was a new fight, 
who during four months that I bad 
been at Senegal, had feen no fuch 
thing as hills, and efpeciaHy of ftone. 
Sqon after this, we efpied tjhe Mag^- 
dalen iHands, aqd xk^ morning we caft 
anchor in the bay of Gforee. , This He arrivet 
ifland confifts of x' low narrow piece of ifland of 

Goree. 

land,; and a fmall but very fteep mbun- 
tain, the whole the fixth part of a r>crcrip. 

tion of thit 

league in length. Notwithftanding its ifland. 
confined extent, the fituation renders it. a 
very agreeable plac? : towards the fbuth 
you enjoy a proved:, terminated only by 
the feai northward, you difcover at a diC- 
.. ? ^4 tance 



-^^^ 
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1749. tancc Cape VcrcU and ajl the oAet 
^^^cftpcs and ndghbotiiiog promontories. 
Thoi^h it is in the torrid zoae^ yet 
• ihey breathe a cool aiid traapcmte air 
almoft the whole year round: vrbkh 
is owing, to the equality of days and 
nightSr and its Being continually re- 
freshed by alternate freezes from the 
Ibid and fea, M. de S. Jean, the di^ 
re^r of this ifland, has embelliiHed 
ft with feveral fine buiMiftgB : he haS 
Ekewifc fortified ic, and itf addirig evefy 
day to the works; fo tftit it is ricrWr 
feecbmts &hp^egnaT5fe' *l By ^is^ di^ 
Hgehce, fewral ftcfk^ fyvings h&vtf beetf 
<^cow$)ed; the gaidetis haire> hodtt 
planted vridi wccdkftt fn<$t^#oe8j, Ic^- 
gudp^ have been made, to gpow bx 
gfeat plenty;.* in Aort, by thefe dif- 
ferent advantages,, of a' fmafi. bairen 
ifland, he has made it a faie and de- 
lightful refidehce. 1 had^ been , rcccJUai* 

* Commodore Ke{|^e lias- lately demoAftrated 
our author's miftake. 

mended 
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mended to him by M« dt k Ihwej Im 174^ 
brodiQiv dire<9:or-gen€fraI of Ae ^ttfe-^2— HI! 
nont;. and I could not but inf eon^ 
'quench meefw^ every kind ei$ enee«i>» 
is^ement. 

The rocks with whidi the ifland o£ 
Cbree is furrounded^ produce an infir 
oite number of fhell and other Gftx, 
which amufed me for ibme days^: 
after which I embarked the 13th of 
die fame month, on board a fmall 
veffel, bound to Portudal, in order ioZ^r^^ 
trade for oxen and millet. This I^or^ 
which: the negroes call Sah\ is only 
ilhie leagues fouth of the ifle of Gorec 
TTBe bar obliged us to anchor within 
half, a league of the. fliore,. that We 
iiiight hot bedaflied to pieces. ApU 
rogue landed me without any ac^deat. 

J' &AiBd ^ ioi^ ikft(^. bttf of amasiog 
fertility, and all co^irai- "^wfll woodlWoodof 
T^e grmta *i a* ipedcs of pc/Iygah^ try. 

♦ Unknown to Eurbpe. 
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1749. ^i rebreup *, and the dendmt-^ 
^]^^]^&a;5r, +, formed a kind of copfc, over 
which the monbins %i or hog/-plum- 
trjees, knowa by the name oi fob in 
the language of that country, raife their 
heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves, 
this has fomething of the appearance 
of an afti-tree ; biit it is foon known 
by its fruit, which in fize, fhape and 
colour, rcfemble the plumbs of St. Ca- ' 
tharine : they were ripe at that time ; 
and 1 eat fome of them, which had 
•^ a fharp, aromatic and very agreeable 
tafte. I faw alfb in thofe parts, feveral 
i|nnous filk cotton-trees (|, known to 
die inhabitants by the name of benten^ 
and many other large trees. The Ne- 
groes had cut down a good deal of 

' ♦ t Trees unknown to Europe. 
^ t Monbin arbor foliis fraxini, fruSu luteorace^ 
.moib. Plum gen. p*^. 

[ Ji Ceyba viticis fblip, caudice aculeato* Pbm^ 
" gen. p. 4a. 

this 
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t^$ wood to fow fields of finall mil- 1740. 
let; and it was then almoft at its full 3^™^ 
maturity. 

All this fine country abounded with|^«?^«^ 
birds oJF the greateft beauty. The jay 
which I mentioned already *, was thfere 
in flocks; the brightnefs of its azure 
feathers, joined to the livdy^ yellownefi 
of the birds called cardinal iparrows, 
with which all the fields were cover- 
ed, had an' admirable cfFe<ft, Here 
was the oftly kind of iiiail -f that 
ever I obi!bi:ved in the whole cotm- 
try. I found it very firequmtly ia 
a^; open njcsujow,. full of nifties and 
^a ambix)fia :, I^ faw even many of 
then^ alive, at the foot of, the neighs 
bouring trees, .where they were enjoy* 
ing the.fliade. It is a thing worthy 

♦ Page 24. 

i See the natufal hiRory of mivahi Jhellsy kind 
j|thi.the Ihai], plate i, fig. i. KambiuL 

I ' of 
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a^ ^ of obfervatidh, and which diotibtfefif 

vaft extent of wooded countiy, tfccrc' 
ihpuld be but one fort of 6mi, while 
we. meet with &> great a variely in teaxy^ 
pcAte climates. 

■* ■ . ' , • 

. The f rench have never a £ii^ory at 

l^ortudal } bat: when th^ go to trade 

there, tliey land at the jdlker% or the 

governor of th& vfllagiSy who owns a 

glQfttnunUb^dfcofli^. Heap^ointed 

one Jbr ite; , wheie i todc ap^ my qxaes* 

ttrs. Oiwrfl%hr<,wlien^I ikms ftft-aflee^v 

^ Wa# Wdleiitfd By a< Korriir ihl^idlSn^^ 

frtiififtlftiwW- tfte whole villi^ ihtb atf; 

Dnth.TaiqMtti'. ImMedhldy' I &qQ&di ^;^ 

!!^. i9inf$( thif mkttlef ; atfd wits (6l4 tlkif 

"^ Aey weit bewailing the dea^ of a 

young woman, who had been Hi ^L' 

beat ibiir toa^aelk off by'aiierpcli%> and 

died of ai€ |)oiibnP M M tlfitri^ wky' 

hours; 



hoxm I And ifewl: hsx twiy had been ^4 » 
jiift now mn&nd jbo herjootta^. The 
fitA &fiek was modp^ accord&ig to 
cmftom, %y one <^ ^ fbmale nh,* 
tions of &e dtoeafed^ before her door^ 
which wai very near to mine. At 
this %nal^ all the women in the v3- 
iage came out, and *^tting up a moft 
tmible howl, they flocked about thp 
place from whence the ftrft noife had 
iflbed. One would have imagined^ that 
they were all reHtdd ix> th^ deoea-^ 
fed, fo |:re?jly <M4 4hcy 4ii^9m tP grieve 
9S4 inpsm^ ^, IWwJcwhtcdly, th»f 
.WPHjd jj^« hcpn 4 4wjqg -propf ^ 
ifi fir rpncCTna if dio& lamfiiitations hild' 
|;f>mi« .iip|ii;#if ke^ftm of xlwir hcaissc 
jhnit ^hcy »ere no move -Aati <Krtwafi 
Awxw, ^odiiiieKly th« ^foQ. of natiofut 
cuftom. 1E^ Akockisg noUe lafled £)nie< 
hours, ^t k, tiH break of day : then 
the refe^ons cf the decea&d coming 

into 
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1749. into the cottage, took hold of her handi 
^"^"^^^^ and afkcd her fevaral quefBons, ^^ch 
were followed by offers dF fcrvice: but 
jgnding that (he made them np <m^ 
fwer, they withdrew, faying : Alas I 
(he is dead. Her friends did the fame^ 
Ccrcmo- afterwaids they conveyed her body 
Adrfimc-into the gTound 5 and on each fide 
they put an earthen pot, one full of 
water, and the other of coufcous : this 
without doubt was intended for her 
nouriifhment, in cafe fhe fhould once 
more take it into her head to eat or 
to drink. When the burial was over, 
the cries, and lamentations "ceafed. Thus 
ended the lugubrious ceremony: their 
thoughts were now turned towan£^ 
making an entertainment in honour qf 
the deceafcd^ .and that . iame evening 
ptnccup-jhey had a folgary or a dance, vsrfaidi 
cifion. they continued; for' three fii^ts fiicceir 
Jfively : it w^s conducted in this mjui- 
ner: 



AU 
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J749- 
All the young peopk of the village— ^^—^ 

gathered tbgether in a large area^ in 
the middle of which they had lighted 
a great fire. The fpedators formed a 
long fquare, at both ends of which 
the dancers were ranged in two oppo- 
fite lines, the men on one fide, the 
women on the other. There were 
two tabours to regulate the dance ; 
and as foon as they had beat a march, 
the performers began a fong, the bur- 
den of which was repeated by all the 
^ledtators. At the. fiune time a daa- 
ccr ftej^nng forth hqm, ;eaich line, ad- 
yaaced tonrarda the oppofite perfon that 
pleaied him moft, to the diflance of 
two or three feet , and prefently 
drew back in cadence, till the found 
of the tabour ferved as a fignal' for 
them to cqme clofe, and to ftrikc 
their thighs againft each other, that 

is. 



1740. is, man to woman, and woman t9 
^P^^' mm: this ^©nc, they dww back4)iice 
motie, and £>Qn after mieiiml 4k :&n» 
monkey ttkks, divf^jQfying didr j»c»ko-p 
I^wt3 as «^ iM the^bcHM: 4^fi^f4 
libem* tiU at Jieqj^th th^ rctnc^ed to 
their plaqs. Thp nthor perfom^iei^ djd 
the fame> each in their tucn, but .wythcs^ 
a repetijbQiij^ then the jtwo lines drew 
near to one another, and adted their 
part in the fame manner. That thefe ' 
gcftures are very immodeff, is obvious; 
but the oAer mbvements, whicit are 
har<Uy perceived, unldfs oikj is ufed to 
dicm, mttftbe^mnch more £). H^'^le^ 
graes^ do not dince a Aep, hut ^voty 
mfBtabcr tif their hoiy, €fmy joioti 
ttd even the head itfel^ csoprelfedbt a 
liferent mtodon, always keeping tktte^ 
let it be never (d ^vack.- And k m 
m the exa<9: proportioning of this im^ 
finite nmnber of motions, fliat ^e Me* 
groes dexterity in dandng ehio% oon^ 

fifts: 
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Bfts : nonfe but thofe that are as 1749. . 
fupple as^ they, can poffibly imitate ^^I!!!^ 
their agility. Nbtwithftanding the vio- 
lence' of this exercife, it lafted a 
good part of the night, during which 
they drank off leveral pots of a very 
ftrong Ibrt of beer made of millet. 
They began the fame fcene the 
two nights following, and the third 
their ehtertainments ceafed. An Eu- 
ropean, on fuch jwi occafion, would 
have gone into mourning for fomc, 
months s while ^^ African ieizes this 
opportimity to rejoice : fuch are the 
whimfical cuftoms of different naticms;. 
wha^ produceth joy ^ and pleaiiire to 
one, is a fubjeft of grief to ano- 
ther. 

I had landed very eafily upon mypaflage 
arrival at Portudal, becaule the fea^fpor- 
was gentle and 6alm: but at myf^^ul^ 
return I was^ miich embarrafled ' 
I how 
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^y49ihow to je^ch ow yeffelj as thm 
2SSL-. w^ thai a 'gitjj^t fweH, . wid w 
a^tatipn of the wj^vcs up«^ ^efK^Tf 
ren4erpd it vei^ danger;^ 9fid 4i^ 
ficult p .get q^f^. Wft ytsatfjffn^ 
^ neveitMcfi„ in % l»g* ^ti^pir, 1^ 
Igeotfor the coQipi;nf, ji &« pii0i^ 
gers, and myfelf^ wlj^ were prepweil 
tp empty; the water ^. (9^ .a» i^^q^ns 
uo, wi^ ha|f cah^baihes. The ^bQt^ 
y^fta thus laden, wlien a wave dipvf 
on ihcN-e^t and lifted it ^ widi j^ 
affiftance of ^ur Negroes, alt good 
fwinufiers ; they puihed itctonmadi 

With their Whole' might, and leaped in 
^ faft as the part where ihiy. wert' 
to row entered ^e water/' "Wt %do 
found burfelves in a very high i^ 
when die waves 'Celling likea tidg^ 
of hills, drove 9gWfi^ tho pinogife, 
aofi w#ed, it ^ <^^, yf^ Wf)M 
h^ and, with, ^t refolj^^ .\m 
eipjpty it a^^ aw w4ficd we J»j|dl 

enoueh 
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nt^Mgh upoh oar hands, while th ^ ^749-. 
Niegroes fcr«red WiA all their migh^^ii^ 
t6^ avdid the waves, which came tol- 
Ki% tjpdtt • thftin. N6>;^ the pirogttt 
Mm ib prow cip6i!i the back of it 
tmow, ' vrWt i^ Htm ibnk deip iMO 
flwf^' Water: ndw'^it was ilippotted al 
it W#i^ it bom «nd« cm the e^ 
Cf twtj dififcttrtf wa^: ttoW '0»^ 
^e ttii^ile of a was fdfpended upott 
a rtei^ forge, lb diat the eattftj* 
ffiltiei fbem^ tty 4« 'pdiz«d k thii 
liir." In a&i : iik^ner, ajt»pf eb endirtg 
et)^.>.iioMerii9^i» be o««srfet and' Amm 
iW^l^ JWI* Wti' got ov«p the bar^ 
1^ great gOo4 fb^is^, and vrm tn 
^^ the I'tffiitr yfikh carried us ta 
1^ aifi of Goree, where we arri- 
t^ ilter i4& of Septethber, about 

^' Twtt A^ after, M. dc SalA^'J^aM^Excurfion 
ifiKti^l to iaye^ 'me wi^' an ac.Magd»i«i 
cMit^ to ^ Maj^<iall!^ iflaadBi di-^*^^' 
' ' la ftant 



ii6 A V O Y A G E 

'749* ffant a league fi-om Gorce, .fitted out 

■ ■ I ■ ' ■ ' a vcflcl, on which I embarked along 

with him and Ibme qfiiccrs of his 

dq>artment. Of diefe two iflands onl|[ 

one is accefiible ; the odier is a leaked 

fteep rock, very hjgh above the fur*: 

^ce of die wato-, and . all vWhite 

with the ordure, which pluogepn^ 

gulls, and other fea-*fbwls, leave. bq^ 

hind them. The chief Magd^ka i^andj. 

though finall, might be inhabited,- i£ 

it had but a harbour; but it is ,f(Cr 

ceflible only by a &xx^ cre?k, fiill.f>f 

rocks, and generally tfypipeftuous. Thjs, 

^ creek forms a kind of long canal, whi(% 

tenninates in a natural bafc^i of zjf, 

oval figure, hollowed in the rocl^ ^^VS 

feet deep, and twelve fathoms; Jo^ 

with tranfparent water, .^here one m$y^ 

bathe in fafety. The ifland is only one^ 

continued mountain, almoft roimd, and 

Ji|ce that of Goree : it ha& alfo two fnoall 

icings which are dr^ed up in the vdnter. 

The proipeft from thence is very beatoti-, 

fill 
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fuland' extenfiye, and the air extremely 1749. 
frefli : but it would not be worth whUc ^'^^^' 
to ftay there for this alone. Its rodcs 
fovq- for a receptacle to an infinite 
immber of ringdoves, natural to that 
Co^intry, and which differ from thofe 
i)f Europe, only in the fupcrior delicacy 
and tafte of their flefh. 

Having already obferved that the indolence 

•KT V J • ji ' of the Nc 

INegfoes are negligent and idle to ex- groc«. 
oifs, I fhall give here another proof 
df it. M. de' Saint Jean, had cauied 
fonie potatoes to be planted in this 
ifland, in order to engage the neigh- 
bouring Negroes> who come hither very 
often, to continue and imjwove the 
culture of them, by which means they 
might fell them afterwards to the com- 
pany. Accordingly they came a few 
days before us, and carried away all the 
potatoes, widiout minding to plant the 
off^fets again, which we foimd lying 
I 3 * upon 
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g^J; wpOR the grovind, dried v^ w^<I)e ||#| 

Wants on TIjc moft fci»tarkaW^ pl^n^ oft <bi| 
yUnd, were die 6ine 9s thofe wbi^ 
I bad obftrvcd it (Jku'OQ, Bdow I iaw 
^cral new ^qw of Jj^rma^i arid 
Beliatabemosdes] w^^ thw French call 
^/z^ ^ matektsV liizt is, failor's fallet^ 
bocau^ t^ <^ \ the hnvca o£^ 4i? like 
pyrfl^Wft. Mfhish it rBfcmbks in ta#w 

|cv^;s qjaljQvs fr a^d f fpe^t dtftl 
ot ^bindwfcd ^ with , cut j^f^^r Tfe^ 

iummit qT the mountdn was covexod 

u%-:r-», it: ru,. '^ >7^i. . - ?..■■ j-ix;^!? 
wim vanetv of ihr\ips« fudh as pahna 

Gkrijit'sr tapias '^y and ftinkm^ c;ail|a^ 

arbpng winch tbci^ was g;r€at pl^ii^ of 

A^iicudt&h^ l^i' "^ aMq of ^rmib^ahm 

with 

♦ Uorc||oni» fivt mcjeehia. y. B. ifc. 9§2. 
t'T*!^ aAor^ ^jphyiU. jPAww. gim fit^. 22- 

^ ^rum polyphylluo% c^Ianicumy caule icabro, 

vtridi 
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wtlK gwift leaves, and a very pretty J749* 
Ipecies of amaranthus ♦. There were , ^ ;^: 
alio fome calabafh trees from five to fix 
^ diameter : they fkd all cf them 
Eurc^pean oames^^ wtfi d|«i. ktttel^ cu» 
very deep into the barki We did not 
oot cfau& to ddviat^ ^m th^ euftom; 
tba«fbrv eac^ m^ <nit J}J6 lianiie^^ For 
tify part, 1 WJis (atisfifed with repair- 
it^ two of tham, wMch were old 
Moi^b to delerv<5 the troublerone 
was dated the fifteenth, and the other 
Bit' fixteehih century. Ittie letters were 
about fix inches ^^; but in breadtlf 
they occupied only a very Gt^ pari 
of l^e ^ittmiferehce of the uvitiki 
hmh whenee I qMlolud^d, they hati 

Viridi: dSMfy mmxik iMcsasdhva Mtitib. &mi 

V I 4 not 
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1 749* not been cut when thofe trees vwf 

September, ypupg^ Howcver, thefc infcfiptions arc 

^^^^^t'wj lufficient, I think, to determine pretty 

trees, * nearly the age which thefe calabafli 

trees may live toj for, if we fuppofe, 

that thofe in queftion were cut in 

their early years, and that they grew 

fix feet in the fpacc of two centuries, 

one may reckon how many centuriej^ 

are requifite, for their (hooting up tp 

five and twenty feet, which i& thq 

laft term of their growth. 

After ipending three days agrees 
ably in herborizing 911 the ifland of 
Magdalen, and in obferving the beau- 
tiful ilhells which it produces, "we re- 
tiitncd to Goree, from whence i fet 
Mtobert. fail the ad. of Oflober for the ifland 
^^ from Go- of Senegal. Ten days was I de- 
IZndof^ tamed at fca, ly : Contrary winds at 

Senegal- j^^ g ^j^j^j^ ^^^jg ,^^^^ ^^^^ ^^, 

extrenKtly uheafy, had they not iaifRir- 
dedme *an opjiortuhity of makihg a 
. I very 
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^cry important obfervati<ni. The 6th i749* 
pf die fame month, at hdf an ^^n- ': 

pgft fbf in the evening, we Were about 
fifty leagues , from the coaft, whctt 
four fwallows came to take their Paffiige 
night's lodging in -our vefTel, and^"^"^ 
pitched upon the fhrouds. I catched 
them all four with great. eafe> and 
found them to be £4iropean fw^ 
lows. This lucky incident confirme4 
me in the fulpicion I had formerly en- 
tertained, that thofe birds croffed the 
fca to get into the torrid zone, as 
fbon as the winter approached : and in- 
deed I have obferved fince, that thipy 
^e never fecn but at this time pf the 
year at Senegal, along with quails, wag- 
tails, kites, and fome other birds of - , 
paffage, which go thither every year, 
when the cold driyes theni a\^ay^^^Qm 
the template countf ies , pi* Europe. . A^ 
nqdipr faa: not, \^ wcjrtfciyi.of ccpw^^lF^ 
is, that the fwallows da not build their 

nefts 

-V V 
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m&s in Senegal oas'in SttM|!ej IfMjr 
litti^fery i^q^t/'two and tvm, ^ fi^K^ 
Ml the fea-fhore, Whidl thtJ)* k^lk 
Mke better th«ti inland! places. 

^ I was likei^ lilhii&if in thtrf^lbi^g; 
paflage mth looking at the %ing'filhes; 
It wai then thtir ieaibn, and t}i6 ftl 
iff^t in ibme meaTure, Med ^i^ith .th^ 
In fize they are eqtKd to a giM|g<i(NI 
or » whiting .: they have IWQ fi&s 
almofl as long. as their wfade boc^, 
which ii^rve thtem i^r wings to &y upoa 
li»^ water. .The gold fi0i and hdDitde 
il«9 ^«]ftreiilcly greedy of die %u^£lflv 
iod.at tiat time weie » fidi puriok 
ipf ^dkeiti;' ib' dat every mtiiote yo6 
Aiiglit .fee netiie' douds '^^of the ktf«r 
fifing above the water, taid ^tidc^ 
vouring to avoid their crttei :encliii^ 
jh, dfey balan<^e themfelves in the . air^ 
ijjterely by the humidity of their -vwdng^ 

their 



^l^r flight vas very dban : a great 174^ 
n»f^^ of tlb<^. that bad flown thot^^^^ 
^ fliip, feU. down ^|;ain; and wq 
^ai^t a confiderable nuipber df the^ 
without any ftirther troutli?. I cat fome, 
yf\axh I ^juod v^rjr-twder wd wdl ^ 

^ I iurivc^ ^t Senegai the lith of m. 
O^W> wheh ^e ' tree$i ' the j^elds and the uund 
fhtf meadows, felt equally the effefts '^^*'**^ 
ofthefrcflinefsof the feafori, occafioned 
by the rain ; and the eye was delighted 
with an agreeable verdure, which had 
fiicceeded a fHghtful drought. 1%^ 
^ ndns were over : and as the bed of 
^e Niger began, to fa!}, the ifoj9^ 
to Podor feemed of cour^ more prao* 
^caUe. I could not fei^e, <m a bet» 
iter Qpf)ortu]xity for my re&ardies ott 
&e banks of that river j and ^lere-^ 
fm I tbbdgjbt of taking a fecimd ttl^ 
t» ^at pla(»/ I faie# that ai Act 
:«and& ^we lekiomi fiwrourqibl^ 9i thk 

feaion 
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1749; feafon of the year, our voyage wdiiJi 

^''^^' not be very expeditious Flattering '«iy- 

felf therefore, vs^ith the hopes of gre« 

iiiccefs in the obfervations I was '^Dput' 

,3. to make,,! embarked the tvv^enty-thiv^ 

Vo^ to ^f ^^ ^"^^ month* It IS common ^fpr 

Podor. jjj^ veffels that undertake this voyage/' tt/ 

provide themfelves with wood pv^r- 
againft the point of the iile Bif<£che, ia^ 
a place that has fince retained th,e 
name of the Wood-ifland, within. -a 
ihort league of Senegal. Here., we 
flopped at a very agreeable fpot,, where, 
the veffel entered with all eafe among 
die mangroves, and was {haded with 
ttdr verdant foKage. While we were 
faking in our wood, I went afliore 
o» the Ul»n4f which by/^^c inunda- 
tion had. beeo rendered GH\e conjbnued 
Hough or morais. On leadi fide I iinelt 
ajticlicious fragrancy, the ca^A^ of which 
I could not divine^ till advancing into 
the wood, I arrived half-knee deep irt 

water> 



T O S E N E G A L, &c. izs 

wafer, at a fpot which I faw all co ^^^^ 
y&rtd with a kind of mufliroom, dif^. 
fcreat from the ^Egyptian, It was then 
in bloiTom, and difFufed, as I obferved 
before, a moft pleafing odour. 

Frpm this place to the village ofDifRcuidci 
Maka, both banks of the Niger aref^'Sf'^ 
ia covered with mangroves, that it^'S«^' 
is impoffible to walk on foot. As 
we had no wind, the laptots were 
obliged to hawl the veffel with a rope* 
ijp to their waift in water, ^d ibmen. 
limes ^i^c]^. At , firft we advanced 
4ye or fix league? a day, before wc 
reached the. Mufketoe trading^place, be^ 
caufe the river runs almoft north ajid 
fouth, till it comes to that place, and 
the winds were not quite contrary : 
but from thence to Podor, it changes 
its diredtion from weft to eaft, and 
imih a good deal of diifficulty could we 
proceed three leagues a day. One time 
we were retarded by a fhoal; another 
; time 
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1749^ time the trees along the l^uiks hitl^- 
*'^**' Artea Ae bawling <sf the veffd, ttfld « 
gMd part of the day mA ^iit ih 
towing it *. At ihefe obftruftlom stf^ 
£)rded me time and opportunity to re- 
connoitre the pouatry^ i weatoaihbfe 
monung and evening, wh«-e I pierced, my 
way through the woods, and tcavcrfc<J 
the morales and the fields, herborizii^g 
and courfin^ all the way j To that I never 
returned empty handed. In onq place, 
a plant, or an infed, flopped me ^ in, 
another, fooie extraordinary quadnipe^ 
w feme bird decked With the £n<^ 
beautiful feaAcrs j eveiy objed Aat d^. 
fered itfiif to my fighti' wifif toew t6 
mo.' •■•■■■"■ 

ivofigiou. A little above the ;M[ufk«jpe trndiflfist 

number of , - ^ 

crocodiles. pl^Ci I began to fee crocodile : wbdQt 

* To txm a ve&l, is to cfr^i** it bjr a topkhi^ 
tened to a tree, or to an ancfaQr, which klttdrof^ 
into the water. y- ^ 
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I &y l.b^wi t© .fee tliora, I mcaa ly iw^gt 

tM iflim4 .^* S^n^td. But, this %ct 

««ce of Ttbe iwary largcft : for I have 
M^ld im^t, ^Mt were ff oin fifteen tp 
f^hA^e^ :fe^t l<mg} 1^ I da not knoir 
dl^ lihfefe^ ^^ ^y above this fiae. 
Ulnire wfere Upward of two bun** 
^ed, ntl^i^ tppeiured dU at the {xmt 
time aixive water, , As the veflel paf- 
fed that wajTj'dicy were fiii|htened, and 
{gi^ake^^iy^ plunged their liead^ into 
dt^ fi«r, but rofe Bgsih ytry foon tb 
%ihll« liKMii^ beeau& they cannot keep 
moie ^haii a fow mamnej under \m- 
ntw Wheit dicy fwiffi on &e iur- 
D||6^' y6u^fi#: <«% flie upper 'part of. 
I^yek h^ md a Sia^il part c^ die 
hicJk I tt ndii^ ^e ihcf beat; n^ tlie 
te^ftrei^l^mde tc> ii^e creatuce^^ hut 
would taker th^sm for the tninfirs. 

of 
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1749. of trees .fluting dn die rivei:. In.thii 
.,, . ' attitadc, whkih< leaves lima the ri& ol 
tfaeir eyes, diey fw what pft^ otf 
bodi banks ; and as footi fl^ they 
perceive any animal coming to drinks 
they plunge under water, and fwim 
np to it with * the greateft expedition j 
then leizing it by the leg, diey drag 
it into the. ftream, where it is' iboa' 
drownecl) and dien they fl^v0^r k. 

We had npt yet advanced, five: aiv| 

wXncar ^^^ l«»g^ ^h^ SPi*? ^ . Pf^i^>l^^: 

G*n*>r- Tljaj . m<^iung , J elpied .a very beaHtij^db 
p^ io the;, left of the: liv^r iNiger^l 
oppofite the village of Gandor$ plnAcfe 
with the profpcft, I went a^fliore, biMt 
foon had realbn to repent 4t. After^ 
having Walked about an hou;!, I found, 
the pjiflage flopped up fay the^j9s^n^* 
ofjOuafpul, which was then *v«ry cgiv 
le. T^e river makes ai\ -elb6if - 
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a little above this fpot. The ihip's 1749. 
company fiading the wind favottraWe,.^^ 
had gained above a league upon me, 
aed had no thoughts of waiting not 
knowing the perplewQr I was un- 
der. And yet I was obliged tp come 
up with them. I had taken wi^ me 
«*nly 9' Negroe of fianbara, who had 
oflered his fervice on" the occaiion: 
for it is not to be imagined what dif- 
ficult I had to prevail on any of 
tboCc, who had once made an exciu*- 
G.on with me, to attend me again: 
they were but too fenfible of the riiks 
I -ran J and they did not receive plea- 
Ant; enough, to like a ihare of my 

■ ' ' . . ? ^ 

'„ Widi iny j^bara I advanced about 
hf3£ 4 loe^^ie through a morafs, form(;d 
by an inundation of the * waters of the 
marigot on thoie low lands, from 
whence I extricated myfdif with diffi- 
ctdQr» wading up to my knees In wa^ 
K tcr, 
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1749. ter, and meeting evety ihinute with 
^^*^'-. prodigious large ferpents, dpA:iaIly 6f 



*^T^**®^tfiat fpecies whofe bodies are fiirpriz^ 

m very ex- ^ J 

traori- ingly thick in comparifoil to thdr length. 
1 avoided flioft ailimals as icon as I 
iipied Aem; but my Negtoe Heartflttcd 
me, bjr affirraifig die/ were not noxiotw. 
I fhot 6ne verjr near me, that wa^Vd.. 
moft a foot diameter, and eight ditd 
a half ift length. ' The Negroe thre<r 
it over his ihoulders, reckoning ta fes^ 
upon it with his tomradcs. 

The au- Wheh I had advanced a ftw ficf« 

hj\mi' towards the bed bf the marigoti I «*t 

^'^"^^ tered, though I had my do Aes^ tnty 

into the water up to my waftc- • Bikt 

I did not care to go further, as I 

'might have mtsU wM^ fytM - hdb, 

which wouHl ha^^ - emba^Mlibd ^'tte 

/greatty. I therefc^ ftnt my Negjbc 

to ;found the hettort j and ill tfk 

mean whUe I got upon a tree,-^n tt- 

def *^tt> avoid Ae ferpents, ^and 4bt 

. * water, 
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%^ter, wtiich ' b^gaii to fatigue mc. X74^^ 
After .founding thjee -dlfRrelit - placed, .""V^ 
ftd tKras of opiniOfl, hfe 6ould Catty me 
mt^"^ a ^^^tkulai- Tpot, WhefC the tfra- 
te^^ idiitti up- bidy^. to his utsftrfls, 
1*htn ^ h6: AM ' oli tfp-toe. Tlie ^- 
itHlriw* t^, fedihg; fct feet fomfe 
liiciiid^.' '(.i?; mouriterf tipdn W ft«ni!r 
dm, 'A/«^ thy gtrfr 4 nty Mtd, -ft 
*w ISfds^, and a "bundW csf 'pfeiiw. 
Hi 'Uras- fqbflr i^ .the •.\jfatei' up H6 Hk He p»flet 
iieeij-'aftd I- wag' AOt x^^thdiit -ferh^ SV^'^^f • 
apfriJienfiofi, wh6tt I'faw iftj^ de-d^'^'"f 
fbend graduaHy up to my waift :"hbw-'''*^''• 
««re^, I refigned myfelf to his CkiMid 
gtt{(kk!e> of ra^tiix to my Oyrp goo^ 
ftrttme^, and I let him do' as lie Jile^- _ 
fed. iie -graded through tfie mi<Jdl^ 
^m ^iisiUhdrigot wiA aiiiiiairig relbtu- 
iioiv WitliMr b^g ^ Ilie leaftidato-- 
«ed; tb9!U|^ he was oi%ed M^Kwi- 
tew diree large gulps of water, which 
Ibr ibitte titoe took aw^y Ms V^th. 
As (bon a$ I eicaped this dangef, t 
K 2 e^ied 
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1749. cfpied a plant <^ very cx^ordinsuf 
o&<^i' beauty, floating o^i Ae water: dul 
was a cadelari *, wi'di foft filyer Icavps^ 
That moment I forgot cTery, othep 
objeS, and though, my Banbaim was 
ftin up to his chin in Mrater, I, vcni 
Itered to pluck the charming ,^plai]«^ 
Thus I Scaped very luckily out- of 
the numgot of Ouafoul, which at Aat 
^e was very near a hundred and 
twenty fathoms broad, that is, about 
,;;r;; 'itwke ^ie Iweadlh rf the Seine at Pont 
""-"' Royal} and I <>vcrtook the veflfel be- 
fore no(m. . fr - . 
> . - . ■ - ^. . .• ' ^ ^ ^ 

That very crferiing, doubting whether 
1 fliould be iblc to find n^ way on 
the fide of Ae river, where I had ru4 
fiicW rilk in the incaiung, I landed on 
the oppcute bank; but was not- more 
Foi^ of fortunate. Every now and then I met 

rcedt im- ^ 

♦'^.Cadehui. ^fif. Mai. part. ip» pag. 155, 

•to*. 7!.' ' ' ' . ' ': 

:- *' with 
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w\tir forefts of reeds from ten to i749# 
twelve Ifeet high, which tried my pa-£ji!!L^ 
tience to the fidl, when I was obli- 
ged to go through them^ There was 
po fort of path;'and^ in' many places 
^e reeds flood {^ thick, as to deprive 
ihe in a manner from feeing either fkjr 
or land. 

f ■ 

The following days I fpent mor^ 
agreeably: we arrived in thofe. parts, 
whcire the hippdptami, pr fea hor-r^PP*^ 

> rrr^ ^ , ^ mi, or fc* 

feSi are very conuopn. : This i? . mp >^ot^ 
largefl of all amphibious anlnsaJs, aiid 
is _to be found no where but in the 
Afiican rivers, in v frefl^ wrt^ ;;:iand * 

one thing worthy of obferv^dion^ i% -' 
tfiat it has been nevw feen iny^ij^hei^ 
cJfe; but in this part of the yiprfd^ JB} 
which it feems particularly to^ hAoo^ 
^It is commonly drawn in the figure rf 
an ox, which indieed is the ammaTTt 
refembles moft ; but its, legs arc fnuch 
fhorter, and its head is monfko»s 
K 3 large. 



1 r 
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^'^""' horfe may tab? jprec^ieiicy «ftpr - t(i^ 
elephant ^nd the. rhinoceros. Its jaw 
are ^jned with four large tnfks, where- 
with it lopfens the roots of- tfeeSf pi| 
which it feeds. It. cannot abide \od^ 
xxaitT • water, for -vvraiit of refcira- 
tlonj which obliges it to carry r its 
head now and then above the fuiface» 
in the fame manaer a;s ^ crgco^lfle; 
it n^igi^f jmpd^ ii^tJjc i?tt«e 'WMu«jr 
... as > hoffe, but .with ^udli y^eqafinpj^ 
thjit it r^ be hsw^.'vay. (Jiflafljaijr ^ 
ipartciQf;aicague|oife- , • , f;. ' 

In .t^f very npghhoujhoofl, jb^fi^ 

the i^ ,h»«f?, ;ther8? k ^ (cpUQd ^if^ 

'<3^_,-0f .grocodil|5, jo^ ^ ail^ 4n%ppr 

.to tj^-^ther vf^ fiin^e^^s.; ]^,ris.;^ 

|ii^gwflH5^ hy' :i^-,f<iw, wl^: >« 

'^Xzg^i -■ au4 t>j if5/i*^V^«, ^^^W^b «!»i * 

^ great. ^eaL ipngcf ^^ ih^ • ^ther? : , , |t 

,^ jfilfo,jn9re^<9l?iivproti?; ai?d' M!:<>^ 

r^^ JK> ;be. greedK ^r IfiumanT Jki^t 

■■'-•' ^^' ■' The 



^^C^ of 
orocodile. 
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..V if : J749- 

Pj^pnjc,y^4i«netifnes plied on pnc^ ^<>w. 

a^ iqpiQtiw^ on the oth^r bank o(^^^ 
f^Mjliver,. whicl* v^e ^l alpng J)or- 
dftcpd wi^ ijju^ of wil- 

Sif^ M ^ft>aws» flpverM with bwdr 
wceds, or dogVbane, pf federal jkinds^ 
i;<4iich after o'eeping round their hr^ch^ 
H^ hti% Am ijodgSy btflbd With 
^MMfs -of vvariour cdouflts. At ti^i fiaat 
tfC'^iii^ ihn;^^ w«;ved the ' periicarifli, 
\|)lb* iA ^Aofmr: Thus I Med aleng m 
^^M^xi^g^ ifteftdow^ on which were 
flijttling a raukitli^ of gi^^hoppei^ 
whdfe bcauttfid green, varicgatsed with 
A* fivcW^ red, .had an admirable ef- - .^ 
A&. Either jon, the p«}]^ttD6si^rcfu^ 
.<l^ lofty head« ^bav^ thxijhneiifrj: ♦ 
did ^aCii^X whkh over^read : ^e 
^fsft- ^ the ftxwnd. In (hart^* iw»- 
<hlfl^ co\id be toort^ beaut^l :dbian the * 
^d^yedj witb which, my e)ren»as jj^e^ 
A^dbed, the ipace. ^f iifteen leases and 

> ^ ^ ffiecka of i^^Hma^Bi^ dtfmheis ^ ^ 

K4 Up^ 
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1:749. tip wards, finom iht defeit to ihr i«3^ 
.f^^ligc <sf Bbkol. And indeed tins f^oM 
be the mbft iagrecaWe wer iff ^A4 
WOTldj were it not for the^coitiiiiial 
apprt\itnG6n fmtn ^e crocodi}es» aad 
ibmetimes from die &a* horfes witk 
which It abounds* 

Kondier,% !rhe abov^meptson^ palmetto is! w]^ 

Jlie Fraich have been pkafed to cllfj^ 
intQ titat <£ rmdkr. Its. tmnl?: Ifi vegr 
large and ftraight^ like a colqn^ Jnc^l 
fifty to fixty feet high, from the ttp« 
-pen end whereof KTbcs forth a biWK 
4ie ^of leaves, which^ in turning q^ 

^^m a isDund l^ead : each leaf r^rei«^iB 
a 6n of %e or fix feet in eifpaofi^ 
portcAby a tail of .the famp length. Of 
-theie trees fome produce mak j^bwers^ 
which arc barren : ^thcfs, called female^ 
are loaded with fruit, which fuc^eed each 
ptjier uninterruptedly, almoft the whole 

' t Carin-plmi; Hoft. AUlab. vol \; /. 'it. 

year 
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jbsr Totmd. They biou^t rac feveral of i749* 
&e bignds of an ohlinary indon, but ^^^ 
ftknewfaat rounder* Th^ were invc- 
lofpcA in two fkins as tough as lea^ 
tber» and thick as ftrong pardiment; 
^ikinf^Ade the fruit was ydlowifh* 
^d fiiQ df filaments» &ftaied to diree 
large i^mels in the middle. Tl» 
IWe^oes are very fend cS Ms ' fiuk : 
■^lieri it is baked under the afiy^, it ; 
taftes very mudb like a quince i it Uks 
m pretqr ftrong fcent, but »treni% 
agreeable. . '-^ 

.I'he Niger willow is difiwenf jfteftl wmoww 
ihe European. It has the trunk ^nd 1^ 
weaknefs of the ofierj btit-ftsf leaves arb 
very ihcHt,. and made rourid'atdiejcihcft^ 
The l^egroes give it the name (£^l&hle.: 
of an the trees in the country, "it !s 
Dne of the moft re^^edj iis^:fc^^ 
])ranches pafe .into iht kznSiS ^^%M^ 
who nuke pick-tbotlis oi? ^fefe^ ^ 
^^.w^t^of; t^efe,^,^hichjeave 4tHttlc 
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November I iotiT cveiy^af fo gveit a itiiiQb«'flif 

£xc^B cfepbaotsattdoag the bftfik^of tki( liMf^ 

Mi^ <isat the %h« was no lobgoT^ iWprifeiktf 

rf"^. n». The fifik of November, a» I w»^ 

^- waling in the woods over-^^^aitift ibp 

«tfage lOf Dagatia, I petodved n fius»1)$f 

«!f dieir foDtfteps very M^, I twce4 

Aem clofe almoft two leagues, ftn4 ^ 

Vhimta- length I difcovered five of thofe animah, 

fiiree of Whiijh we« wdteririg in tlieir 

fildiHJce Jwinc, and die fourth was ^juid* 

feig up with its littk one, eatbg Ae '«ii4» 

of the brtei^ies of an ^eacia» wHIc^ it 

had' ^u« juft ferofee. By oompwing llSlft 

he^ht jbf thfe fe' agaJhft whidh thb 

Jl^ant ^ood, I Jttdgedl that it VMt jft 

leaft dk^en or twelve feet, from the icfle 

c^its fobt t<> die buttocks : 'its tuflcs 'pr<>- 

je2;ed the length of near three feefc 

Though 
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Thoi^ dlQ& a9Jux)9U did nQit4i|if«ear to; 1749. 
bft>«ff<ia«l at feeing. me, .yet.I.thwgh^ 
4d»ifa^lc totretire. Coqtiuvin^ o^ jota-r 
oe^, I found v£ty ftropg impreflions q£ 
ijjj^t footfteps, -which I meafuredf aod 
|}^ WCfe fie^c fi foot 9»d avhajfclitflpe* 
IfffV TSf^SfT dwg wfts .« good dejij Jifa» 



The next day I had an infinke {ijbh 

fiuie in vifiting the beautiful fidds on the 

^ of jgqk(^. Flrfl: of aU I walked 

und^tre^£|jjA/}f green monkeys, whofe%^ 

^filf^xilfi Wer-P rvpry diverting. Next J 

^fm» fP ^ >f^^ abqupding with game, 

.yii^fj, ^ eifp^lfOt j^ft. From 

fbW99 J. fJi^jSeced jpjto ^ -Jit^-e ihicket 

(m^r . a .^9iE}f;si^, ; which dr^ whole 

%i^ i^ Qsinfa-^ert?. While I was 

^]lyiog in^^fipibufii 4fi this i^, I eipied 

.CQiQ of t^f : e^ioitnops w^ hexts, po- ^rud 

,cuUar toA^^f^i and pf whi^ I do not**"* 

xfQifi^^, ^arany n$i3i$F«lhi&)riAn has 

jt»ade jji^at«¥ft- We ^^ «©lpiog ^«U 

drive 
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J740, drive at tne, an4 would have certaiiil]^ 
fj^il^- overtaken mtf, if I had not warned hm^ 
as it were, to dired his fteps anothct 
way» by die noife I made in taking 
aim at him. He was Hack Hke our 
European wfld boars, but a vaft deal 
larger. He Jiad lonr great tll%$^ die 
two i;ippennoft of which were bent intci 
a &npdcircle towards the jR)iiehead^ wheitt 
thcjT re&mUed die hoins woi^ by ot^ 
'ainunals* , , i 

^ 

um^ , Tlie nearer I drew to iPgd^r* j|» 
tiguet in more I wa& expo&d to d^^fer, becai^ 
leF^^tbfe banks <^ i£e J^Tiger are mofe lobe*- 
iome, especially llial towu^ the hxxMH^ 
Yet neither i)ae dai^gers I wasf eacpofedt^ 
#pm wild beafts; inor&e toilof qpiii^Wg 
In wooda, whidia^.r^deied almoft 
inaccefi^Ue l^ thorns } nor l^e fsMty 
"Mats of .4»e .^ wind, tliat >ohI%aJ 
W!? «<Bvery inftanfe tO:Wfr.i:eco!ti»^ j^ ifep 
' fiver wa^ri^ in j^derto^eneh niy vid- 
ian dlurft },none^ of aK^^ !^i^ incohviiy 
niieniQ^^ (^tfp^,m»t :noliuf^:wa» «»{% 

' ble 
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M^cif- cooling my courage. I had an i740. 
am^ing^ood ftate of health; and this ^^^^^5 
lK»elS^ u^ in the midfl of £0 many pe- 
dis and toils> under which a great many 
^ould have fiink. 

The fcvenA of November there hap- ^^^ 
|>ened to me an adventure, far more cri- adventure. 
tical and more terfiQ^g dlan any I had 
Mdicrlo n^t vHth. I ufcd alternately 
to walk pn cidier bank of the rivet, but 
that day I happened to be on the north- 
fide« I * walked and courlc^ in a deiert 
ittmntry, ^t had never been cultiva- 
ted, over-run with wood, as ancient as 
die Country itfelf, and die thicknels of 
whidi. Independently of die wild beafts 
"diatlurk there, ou^t naturally to have 
filled me with horror. In ipite of the 
dangers and inconveniences in&parabfe 
fsxxa this kbd of iport, my curiofi^ led 
me into die thickeft paits of the wood, 
ifivited by the atatiials, plante, and 
tnrdS, of which dierfe was prbdigiods 
(^nt]^. Hie negroe, WIkhq I hid ta« 

ken 
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.I749* km with me as a companion, fbOowel 

^^][^^me at a great diftance/ It was now 

V noon-day, and 1 had icarce loaded my 

piece, after killing two toucans, when 1 

He meets beheld a tiger at a littfe diflancc. He 

had not as yet efpied me, for there was 

a tree between ns; but he walked wit^ 

a very flow pace, his. head incUnin^ 

towards the ground, tn&m^y I clapr 

ped a ball mto my piec^ in oirder tQ 

take aim of him behind the tre^^ eod 

in my left hand I held a hanger- Hear^ 

Ing theie motions, the tiger tiune^ 

quickly towards where I \ya$, alid dar^ 

led his attgry eyes at me. . Tl^ougtt J 

, was not twdve feet diftant fronj. him^ 

ftill I thought it imprudent to &a^ 

becaufe I was alone, an4 Aould havp 

run a verj^ great rifk, i^ i did* not har 

. him dead upon the ipoi I diere- 

fcre took the refblutionj ivhich feOTifefl 

;^o me.the moft prudent oji the like oo- 

:cafion: this was ftill $(> keep full aim 

athim, with one knee tJeiit for ^ater 

fecurlty, * and to bear the gfouncJ widi 

' • .die 
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the pther foot without appearing dii^ 1749* 
maycd, in order to determine him to * 

purfue his way. This he did in an in- 
/knt ;. and taking fuch a leap, as I never 
beheld in my life, he freed me from the 
uneaiinefs, into which his difagrceable 
prefence. had thrown me. 

\ That very inftant I quitted the wood, 
to draw near the river-fide, where 
my negroe did not come to me till 
^ hour after. We waited a long ^ 
tiniefor the veflel without hearir^ any 
tidiings of it : we likewife went on a 
litie further; but all to no purpofe* We 
had left it above two leagues behind uf, . 
and there was no probability of its aiv 
rival before funriet. It was four o'dock 
in the afternoQn ; and ftom fix in ^ * 
mpfning that 1 had been toiling, I hai 
tailed nothing but water, of which I had 
drank a gf6at quantity, to temper tl|e 
heats, I felt kom the fcorching rays of 
the fun. fieing now oppreflfed with 
hunger, as well as niy negroe, I deter* 

mined 
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1740. mined to dine after the fairagc fafhiai^ 

2!^ AH the requifites were at hand- I had' 

killed in my walks more game than 

four hungry men xould devour at one 

meal. My negroe was not embarrafled 

to roaft it : he rubbed two iHcks toge- 

ther, which took fire in an inftaht ; th^ 

A^dSics^^ made a wckxien fpit, and gamifhed 

m the mid* it with a toucan^ two partridges^ and 

^vood. two Guinea-hens. As fbon as I had 

dined, which I may be faid to have 

done with more frugality and lefs cere- 

* mony than the negroes themfelves^ I 

thought t could do no greater fervicc 

to myfeify and to every Frenchman that 

fiiould happen hereafter to walk in this 

dangerous neighbourhood, than to fet 

fire to the wood, in the maimer prac- 

Btfttt tiled by the negroes. During die ^ce 

^^v^ of two hours that I ftaid ther^ I 

"^ threw in fuel fufficient to i^tt:dA die 

conflagration, for feveral leagues through 

^s vafl defert, which extends front 

die village called Ndowinmangas as far 

as Podor, for a fpace of above twenty 

leagues; 
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^gtj^ i it is frequented but very rarely by 1749* 

the Moors, who encamp in feme pkces^ • - •■ ■ 
whidi they previoufly fct on fire. At 
tdvcti in the evening, tlie long wiCheld-for 
veflel arrivied ^ wheii I ^vent oh board 
with great fatisfad^ioh, by the blaie df 
the bonfire : eight days afterwards I 
l^c^trdj that it was ftill burning, arid 
h^ laid the country open for^ fcveral . 
kagues; 

, The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a?rod4:iouj 
fipall ifland, w;hijch very jufty migfit be birds on 
^Ifii ^e ifland of birds : it lies ypry of iLnnaJ. 
Iqw, and is not two hundred fitt|ioa^ 
in length. The trees were covered, widx ; 
fuch a prodigious number^ of cormoran$& 
spid herons of every kind^^ that the^ laj^ 
tqts, in going up i rivuleft, fiUed a boat^ ifr; 
lefs. than half an hour, as well with the 
young ones, which they took eilhcr; 
with their haijdsi; or Jfepock^ doyvn with 
ftieks I as with the old oiies, of whicjb) 
\> :, h every^ 



tmm^ 
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^yffr ievery &ot brought down ieverai A)^ 

. III li ' .WtflS.^ 

• - ' , f 

•riff of ^ *^ ^^^ ^ found a plant, whii?fc 
^Nilc. I had uQt yet feen ; it is well kna^y5k 
by th* name oi {iM Jlratiote ofEgypt^ 
that fuiprizing plant, whkh is faid 
to move on the waters of the Nfle; 
feeking for nutrition- in the fame ihafi*^ 
her as animals. Sivcly this is a made 
ftoiy, or perhaps the loofe deferip- 
tbns which traveUers havcf gii^en of 
\U hkve been interpreted in a \l^x^ 
fenfei The firatitae of the Niger is^ «Jif 
fame as that of Ae Nile, of which Wfr 
have a figure in Prt^er Jipinks *, atid 
in the garden of Malabar^: and Its 
roots are io deeply fixed in the earthy, 
that it is with difficulty they can be 
plucked up. What has given ddfe to 

^ Hay alem et maovi^ id efl^ ftratiotes. Prif^ 

jap. x^K «^. 2. /. 51. 

t kadda-pail. HoH. Mai. vol. lu f. 32. 
^ ^ : ~ '^Qxi^ 
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ihk tnor is> ^at die aboveix^ntioned t740* 
plant prodtices finall tufts of leaves, at a , " ^*- 
Verjr great diftaijce ftom each other, > 
ap^ fiipported by a ftem, which, after - 

floating on the water, lofes itfelf infen- 
6bly in ^? earth 3 much in the faajip 
^^nnor ap the pptmogf^^ tlxc? 4|}^r 
/it^ft^ aofl fvpn thf le^yes pf ffep«c^ 
lf|^ ipr watpr-liUy^ 

Bmg fii xit^r to Podor, wfaidi we 
4dciled from ^, over the low land^ 
I began Ac more ardendy td-vdfli f^ 
the happy hour of landing, as the 
veffel hardly advanceji alcove three or 
four leagues a day. At ^^^gth this jj^ 'J|^^ 
houf came the tenth of November j*^^^^'^* 
and the nipetpenth day put a period 
to ^s tedious and laborious voyage j 
whitii I had performed in thp hotteft 
tnpnth of the vear. The thermometer f*<^®^ 
could not be expofed with any fafety,bo^<ith« 
fNEoqpt kk the ^fhip's cabin; where it 
h % markj:d 
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1749, marked by twelve at noon from 4qi£fty 
November. ^^ degrees. This cabbin was ,fex gf'e^ 
ly warmed by the fun, that „.eVea, ii 
the nightt-time it ftill. prcferved" ffom 
30 to 32 degrees of heat : it was.Ji^ 
a ftove, or rather a fiery furnade : .tjie 
pitch and tar were melted to fuch*a 
degree, as to pals through aH thte JcSftts 
of the veffeL In (hort, the *^ftt- 1 
endured in this voyage, -wto ^^^«h, 
that I do not think it can poiHbly 
be moffi violent in any otftets: pah of 
the world: hence I am not ^tLaBtd&tfr 
prized, that moft of the Frenphi /d^hp 
are near two months in perfqrniing 
^the voyage of Galam * in July and 
Auguft, fhould feldom get there withr 
out being feized with burnings ^vers- 
And therefore it Is that, thofe, ,whor|i 
experience or a thorough knowledge qf 
the countiy has rendered more ^prudent, 
do not fail to embark in the. month of 
June, as foon as the waters are- high 

** Galem is upwards rf 700 oniles^bovc the mouth 
of the River, and the principal place of trade for 
gold', flaves, &c. 

/ enough; 
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enough./ Then they have a great deal ij^g- 
lefe to fuffer from the intemperatenefs\.Zl-— 
of the rainy feafon, and of the heats, 
which incteafe daily from the month 
of' June to November; fb that they * 
would ncv^er be able to bear them, were * 
they to iet out in "September or Odober. 

Another inconveniehcy of the voyage Bees very 
to ?odof or Galam, in the month of Oc- fomc/ 
tober, is owing to die mufketoes and 
bees.^ i Have elfewhere mentioned how 
tcouhlefomc the former are: but the 
latter are ftill mone (o. Every day to- 
wards twelve o'clock, I was fure of being 
vifited by one, two, and Ibmetimes more*^' 
fwarms, which made their entrance into 
the cabbin> attracted,- in all probability, 
by -the penetrating and refinous finell of 
the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vi- 
fitors obliged me to quit the veifel, and 
to fc^k for peace on ftiore* 

. The fame thing happened to jmc at 

Podprifl November and- December. It 

h Z is 



i5o A V O Y A G E 

17^0. is vety likely, ^t duiing tho& ^itee 
^jjf!^ tttonths the fwarms quit Acir dd hives 
to jbuiid new ones ; for^ at that tiine^ 
you frequently meet with very confidera* 
,/ We heaps of them, One day I faw the* 
' roof of a houfe, the lijrfacc of which 
Was iixtecn fquare fect^ covered with a 
lay or bed, four fingers thick of bees, 
heaped up in this manner* This is an 
fcvidibnt proof of the prodigious number 
of thoiieiii&&8t ^Thcy lodge every whfire^ 
but more |)ai!tib:^lyi|i die trujilcs of tree« 
inade hollow by time, TWs year they had 
three hiv^ at pur fettlcment of fHxior : 
oneibetween the fiiuttcrs ai?d iht wiiH 
dow <^ thetoorntmAefirft floor: the 
otSa^ on the grouild fioor, in a imail ^c& 
fuU of jpl4 iron^ ^1^ of which was; 
evened ^veiy day ; and it ftood at the 
bottom pf a very dark warehoufe : the 
third was in the ceiling of another 
warehoufe, juft behind ^ door. With 
difficulty could we drive away thofe 
infedsi even in die night, 'tod With 
^C hcl|y of fire: they kncriir k>W-t^ 
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d^Mngtj^ in the 4daik, thofe vrho mo^. ^749* 
Idl them, and th^jr ftew their rc?t»gc ^J^^^JJ^ 
b^ waoA pungent Sisig^. 

Thcfc bees differ from thofe of Europe .Qgau^ «r 
only in fize. There, is this Angularity in ntj* 
their honey^ that it never acquires a eon-, 
fiflency like ours; but is always liquid 
and like a brown fyrup. We may af- 
firm^ it is infinitely fuperior* botdh ia 
ilelicacy and tafte^ to the beftjioney colf» 
ledled ill the foudiem parts of Prance. 

The^oi^ntrjr about Podor had no^avery Hants of 
different face from what it wore at .the '"^'• 
time of my firft visya^. hs^ad of a dry 
bartien plain, I beheld an agrMaUe ci»mii^ 
paign,interfe6ted with morafies, whereric4 
grew naturally without being fown. The 
higher grounds were covered with miDct : 
and tho-e alio the indigo and cottpn^lants 
dij^layed a moft lovely verdure. Al- 
mojd tII the aquatic plants of warm cU- 
tluiKKf pa^ed m cevie w b^re nic : l(^ 
L 4 ferved 
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1740. fervcd the water lilly *, two forts of pmr 
-ja^JLtederia -f-, the jt^ffutds J, tht lemmas 
and the pongati ||, of the garden of Ma- 
labar. J likewife n^et with fcveral fpe? 
'i cies o( alifma^ bindweed^ nenuphar ^ utricu-: 

" laire^ bottonia f , adhatoda^ befides a greaj: 
multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, an4 
other, moftly unknown, plants. 

* My curiofity was not confined to die 
'a<^cent fields ; it extended alfo to the 
woods and fhartgots two leagues all round. 
There I found many jiew ^ecie§ of 
trees and birds of* exquifite beauty. 
But of all the extraordinary things \ 
obferved, nothing ftruck me more than 
certain eminencies, which, by their 
height and regularity, made me take then^ 

^ Nympbse^ Indica minor Isevis. Rumpb. Herb^ 
Jmb. V. 6. p. 167. tah. 72. fy 3. 

t Pontcderiafloribusnnnbellatis,' Lin.fl* Ziyi 129, 

J New fpecies. 

IJ Pongati. Hort. Atakh. y. ii. ^.47. iaL 24. 

V Hottonia flore folitarjo^ ex £>lk>rum alis provt* 
pientc B^rm. Th. ^^eyL pag. 121. tab. 55. fy. i, 

■ ' ■ ; "■■■ ' ' 8! 



ft a diftance^ for an aflemblage of Ne- 1749. 
grqes huts, or a confiderablfc village :^j!^^^ 
»e(d j^t thif\ iftf^re only |be ^eAa .<£ 
,|:prtain ini5b^#, They are remind j^ra<* 
mids, from eight to, ten feet high, upon 
nearly the^ %i)e bafe, with a finpoth fqr- 
face, of rich clay^ exceflivcly hard 
and well built, , The in^de is a labyrinth 
.of little galleries, interwoveh one with 
the other, '^and anfwering to a fmall open- 
ing, which gives ingrejfe and regrefs to the 
infc<Ss that inhabit it. They are called 
vag-vagzies : and peihaps are the famc^s 
thofc which go by the name of wood-lied 
and white ants in America and the Ekft- 
Indies* They are fhapedlilQe the commoa 
ants ; but their xnemhera are notiq di? 
j(Hn<9:. Thoir body, b§fidesl>eingpf a dirty, 
white, is alfo much fofter, fuller, ^nd a$ 
it wei'p, of an unduous nature. Thefe 
creatures rnultiply prodigipufly j and 
when they want to make, .a lodgment^ 
they attack fome dead trunk of a tree^ 
jnto which they qu;o|ily eat their way. . 
■■■■;■ ■ • '•' '■' "■•' In 
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2J^^ In iay tJifo vojrages I bad cirdidljF 

JpS? «6u€x to Pbddi*: fo that there tfemaincA 
only for mc, to know Ac latitude of Ais 
place. The diffcrente I found between 
my plan> and that of the ancient and mo-- 
dern charts, made me fuipeft that the 
latitude had not been rightty.determinedj. 
jf it be trae that they, worked upon it .^ 
f^. In order to be certain, , I fixcd,^ 
widi the requiiite, precautions, a gnomon 
fight £eet one inch and a line in height^ 
upon aplatfomi, reduced. to a yety exa<^ 
level. During the month of November 
and part of Decemksr, I ot^maed there?» 
dfl diierent po^ftt of th^ fun's Ihadom 
, ^AMk t^ calodaticm gavetiM its hdi^t# 
"fhttrice I c6!ndud«i P<«fc>r to be i6 de- 
grees 444 nainutes noi^th latitude, ac- 
cording to the account I tranfmitted 
at that timt to M. jLe Monhier, 
who Was plea&d to cottimunieate it t6 

the 




TO $Mt^f^^^ ja m. 

Ac academy <rf fcieacc s *. TWs feb^r^ 
vAti^ : is of fome mipprt»ii^ fiaCe ^ it 
i^«qr€ias ai> eijor oC aW*B f j mrndteos^ 
fey which all^other m;2^ |jlap6 iPpdor lijtif 
far north 5 an^ it j;ready 4i|Bipyhes tfat 
length of this river, whofc dircftioa hni 
been alfo wrong laid doWn by moft gco«^ 
graphers. Thus, befides the advdirtagS 
J reaped from my fccond voyage to Po- 
tior, in informing myi^ of ^ liitintl ^^ 
hiftoiy cf die coufattyi it Ukewlfe «^ 
Wed ibcto ver^ afld ixjfift^ an d^^ 
point of geography, Wfth-fe^aWi t6 till 
couffe of the Niger, of Wlifch we k»0# 
but a very fmall p^ ii yit. 

In failkig down d^fi mef, die Winds ,^^ 
V»€rea8ifw<waMe to m ^Sr difey had be«fe.£^^^ 
juiverfe in lafc^ding, I idft Podor ^J^,^ J* 
17th of Decenaber, and Arrived the 2^i|5ciicg»u 

^t the i|lwi4 of Senegal j. fo that I wa& 

, . , . . .t } ^ . . ■ . 

♦ This obfervation was printed in the fecotid 
voltime of the memoirs prefeiited to die acadetny by 
#vd^ Ic^ed merv pfigt 603, \ 

00^ 



1743. ohly five <iays in tny return, whereas I 
^^^'^^' had been niAetecn in going to Podor. 
As the watcl"8 decreafed, they left on the 
banks of the river a flime, whidi the 
Negibes know how to inake the moft ofy 
Ibr tl^y had fowh eveiy part of it with- 
large nuUet) tobacco and feveral forts of 
F^nchbeansl . - 

,I750* ki-did'aotft^Jwigupon the iflahd of 

scST'Sewg^J forlleftitthe nth of January 

^^ ^ tfec enfuing y«if> io /eturri a feoond time 

iQith^iflapd of Opr^e, where I arrived 

ib/g .J5th. From thence I was to mdce 

the voyage of Ganabia, with Mefll de la 

firue and de Saint Jean ; one the director 

cf <he fetdqmenl: of Senegal, ^ other of 

*"•' Ac life of Gorce, They were going to 

= l^oce the French, factory of Albreda^ 

^tiiatp upon this river, within fix or 

icv^njeagues of its ndouth, and about 

^ty from the ifle of Goree. Three 

Vpyw to.ypff^ls fet fail tpgether the loth of Fe- 

^5J^ Jbniary, and entered the river Gambia 

yejMPuwry. ^ 20th, Its moijth docs not begin, 

pro- 
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properly ipeakiiig, till you arc at iJie 1750. 
jpomt of the bar> though its bed ad-]^^J21 
'xrsfficq^ a good way into the fea, h^ 
;iAeaos of the &ad banks or flats betwi^Qt 
«he ifland of birds and cape St. Mary. 
Tiie cape is a high land, which, you 
, loftyc upon your right. From the point 
of the bar to the fadory of Albreda, the 
.river has a very unequal breadth; in fome 
places it is a league over, and a little nipre 
in others. Its banks are very high, and 
bordered on both fides with taU tree$| 
which plainly fhcw the goodnefs of the 
foil- 

We cafl: andhor over againft the fa<3ory, ^iiey an- 
and ftaid a few days in the road, without ^^^^^^ 
going aftiore. There we lived very welk|^"j^ ^^^ 
the negroes brought us plenty of exceliei^ Aibreda. 
fifh, as thornbacks, foles, mcMiftrO^SFifhofthe 
large rock fifli and a great , many /r^;- ^^''^*°'" 
cyjiers^^y which abound in that rive^. 



* See the natural hiftory of bivalvous fliells. 
species l, ojiftersj plaU i^^fig* I. ' ', 

Here 



1750* Herd tbejr havf evory dung t^vi^ i^ 

^^ \ihar fiiftcnancc The. banks of i|he 

fivci: beii^ lined K(kh mangrorefl^' tlief 

6ften to the MOte tiiereof : and dii^ 

^a water mncp loii^th its fakneft ^ A(fe 

^t. What is vcTj extraoidina^^ e¥eif 

"whereeUe^ c^crsareloo&ne^ 6xipi wckii 

henre they are gadiered upon t«es ! At 

low water, they are left bare, and feeii 

hianging; at dieir roots. Th& % ¥4kK 

made 6ymt voyagers, who had ieoi tbk 

fikt in America, affirm, that ^diey per- 

thedtipon tte«. The Negroes fiave ndt 

fb much difficulty as one would imagme, 

in gathering them; they need only to 

t^ off the branch, to whidi the <^erl 

are laftened. A ^g^p root bears fome^ 

times upwards of two hundred ; and 

if k4ias feveral br^uuiies, it forms a 

di^er which one man woidd find 

difikult to carry. The fhdfe of (hcife 

oyfters differ from thofe of Europe, bp- 

i»g longer, narrower and thinner j but^ 

as to the delicacy and relifh of die nKjK, 

jc^c^iffeurs know no difference. 

In 
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fer the firft time* to thccui^hi^f done JJ^ "^ 
Jbylopqfts, tluitfcourge, fb drea4^} to hot 
dims^es. The third day. after pur ar* 
rival; we were ftfll in the road; when 
tiM^^ fuddenly ^ro& over our heads, to^ 
.wards eig^t o'clock in ihe morning, a 
.f^ufik doudy which dar^pneddie sir and 
tleprived us of die rsys pf th? fup. 
Every body was furpriwd at fo fudden a. 
change in the iky, which^ is feldom over<« 
caft in this fea&n : but we £xm found 
that it was owing to aeloudof locuftst 
aiied abqac twokty ^r diirty fa&om^ 
^m thQ;grpuQ4r and coycring an txtcnt 
of feyeral leagues, upon whidx it pee- 
red a |hpw«?r of thof? ipfe«as, which 
fell to devouring whEe they refted thenpfc^ 
iilves, and then rdfumed their flights 
This cloud was trowght by a veiy 
Arong cttft wind 5 it was aHl^e mom-* 
Mg w piEt^ing oyer th^ aa^uxrtt coon- 
V^i and we imagined that the fame 

wind 



W^btmefi 
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1750* wind drove the locufts into die fca. Tlicy^ 
Liprcad dcfblatiort whefevefflicy earner 
after devouring the herbage, with^ tiife 
fruits and leaves, of trees, tEey attackeli 
even the buds and the very bark : iJip^ 
did riot fo niuch as J^re the xeed^, 
with whipk^ the hut^ were thatchefly 
notv^diftaadii^^ ^ that diefe were 6> 
^dry :' in fliort^ they did ^ £he mi|- 
chief thSt Call be dreaded frbni fo vo- 
racious an infedl. I took a ^^t 
number of ^em^ which are ftiUl© 
be feen in ipy cabinet:, they were in- 
tirdy brown> of the breadth aiid 
fcngth of one's linger, ind armed widf 
two ftrong jaw bones, . dented like a 
faw. Their wings v^ere much loiter 
than thofe of aniy locufts I had ever feen: 
before : arid no jdoubt, but it was; owiiig: 
- to the laigeaefe of thofe wi^, :lh«tt 
- . . .^ey 
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ihcy could fly with fuch cafe, and pbUe 1^50. 
thcmfclve$ in the air^ 



Orte would riot imagine that fiJ (hock- People 
ing an infe€t, as the locuft, (hould i^^7. 
ever be food for man. And yet it is an 
undoubted faft, that in feveral parts 
this country, the people eat of it : nay 
they Jmve difererit ways of drcfling 
Uus extraordioary diih. Some pound 
them, and boil them with milk ; others 
only broil them on the coals^ and think 
them excellent food. There is no difputing 
tof tafles: ibr my part I fhould willing- 
ly xefign i^ole clouds of locufts to the 
l^cgvocs of Gambia, for^ themeaneft of 
their fi&es. 

One diing which always furprized me, ^^^.^'^<^ 
is the prodigious rapidity, with which the pianu, 
fap of trees repairs any lofs they may hap- 
pen to fuftain in that country : and I was 
never more aftonfthed, than wheui Upon 
li^nd^ng four days after that terrible invaiion 
M of 
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17 CO. of locafts, I fkw the trees covered wkli 
.._.l— new leaves; and they did not feeiiv 
to me to have fufFered much. The 
herbs bore irarks of the det aftation 
Ibmewhat longer } but a few days 
were fufBcient to repair all the mif* 
chief. 

Nationof Xhe peoplc inhabiting the <:duMhy 
goew along the Gambia, are MandingDe» 
or Sofcs, to cxprefs myfelf in thcif* 
way.^ Their fnannerof life, and drefs^^ 
is not preferable to that of the othef' 
Their huts* blacks; but their huts are better built? 
and perhaps they are are obliged fdit 
their tafte of architcfture to the Por- 
tuguefe, who were formerly fettled - iti 
thofe parts. The walls are made of a 
fat Wnding clay, which foon hardens. 
They are all thatched with ftraw, which 
hangs down to another little wall breaft- 
bigh; and this makes a fmall gallery 
round the hat, where they arefhelter- 
ed from the rays of the fun. ., The 

village 
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VUkge having token fire a little after my ^7S^- 
arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with- • ^ ' -^ 
ftood iti were partljl^ of a beautiful red, 
and partly vitrified by the violence of the 
fire: at a diftancc they feemcd to be 
done over with a very bright enamel. 

The hut where I lodged vvas large and 
l^nunbdions^ but as dark as a fubterra- 
liexms Cavern, even at noon-day, becaufe Ewropenn 
It had no other opening, but a door pier- 
ced at each en4 Here I muft obferve^ 
left 1 (hould forget it, that a great num- 
ber of our European fwallows reforted 
bither every eveningj and paffed the night 
Vpon the rafters ) fbr, as I haVe elfewherc 
taenticaied, they do not build nefts in 
this country, but only come to fpend thd 
tvinter. 

As my view in going up the Gambia 

was to make experiments in natural 

hiftory, Ivranted a lightforae place to 

perform my operations: and the huts 

Ma whick 
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1750. throughout the village were all to<j4*fc 

^^^ ' 1 cDDtrivcd therefore to m^e lii^ of a 

taroatind-trce io the middle of thagaidcn, 

which belonged to my hut, and was 

planted, with fine orange, citron, papaws, 

and other fruit-trees, I made anando- 

fare of draw under its verdant foliage,^ 

Xvhich, befidcs affording me a cool netceat, 

invited the. feathered chorifters to warble 

Cabinet of out thelr.notes. In (hort, it was a real 

phiei\ati- . 

•Hs. cabinet of natural philofophy, and 1 que& 
tion whether fo rural a one was ever 
fecn before. For my part, the memory 
thcrectf: is ftill dear to me, becaufe of the 
knowledge I thereby acqirired of an in- 
finite multitude of new ai^d curi(5ug plafltsj 
the groivvth of : this 'country, ' which: ig 
dpubtlels one of t}ic fineft, fpots of alt 
Africa. ' ..:.-. 



JiiTSi^^- The foilis-riclia'nddfeep, and ama^ftg- 

^T- ly .fertile : it produces fpontaneoufly and^K? 

ijiofl without cukivdti(>n,all the nece/Taries 

of Ufev as graio^fruitsy legumes, and* roots,. 

^ ' On 



td SEN EG A L/Gfr. 165 

On the high and fomewhat drier grounds ^7^* 

. you fee guavas, acajous, two forts of papa ws, ._Ij.^ 

with orange and citron trees of exquifite 

:be|iuty : I meafured fome myfelf that were 

above five and twenty feet high, and a 

foot and a half the diameter of the trunk. 

The roots 6f itiahioc, ignamc, and ba- 

.titee ■'multiply greatly in open places. The 

'Mack and moift clays^ are taken up with 

rforefe^of baharfa's,'at the feet of'vt^hich 

•both pepper and ginger grow. Every thing 

.matures to per feftion, and i^ ckcellent in 

its kind. They like wife make a great 

^ekl'df date wine^ which is very delicious, 

* The pepper of this placfe is ""not the Pepper, 
fame 'As that of India; It is a rotind ber- 
ry about the bignefsof hemp- feed, which 
ripens to a red colour, and has a Iweetifh 
tafte. It contains a feed of the fliape and 
bi^nefs of a grain of cabbage,^ but very 
h^fd, and in tafte like aromatic^ P^PP^*", 
<vbich has an agreeable poignancy. This 
Ituit grows in fmall bunches on a fhrub 
< ' M 3 three 
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17 5Q. three or four feet high, whofe thin fupple 

hranrhps arc fnrmOned with OVal Icaves, 



pointed at the ends, very greafy, anfd 
pretty much like thpfe of the privet or 
prime print. 

CuVc of Rice is almoft the only graio ibwh 

IflCC* 

at Gambia in the lands overflown by 

the rains of the high feafpn. The negroq 

cut all thefe lands with fmall caufcys, 

which with- hold the waters in fuch amatf^ 

ner, that their rice is always moiftened. 

They had got in their crop long bcforis 

py arrival j fo that the rice fields in the 

month of February were a fort of drained 

morafles, on which grew a few wild herbs, 

swniiig Every night we faw {hining flies, which 

flew on all fides ; and, wherever they paf- 

fed, they diflrufed a light fimilar to . that 

pf twinkling fl:ars. I walked there feve-. 

ral times at night fall, and perceived that 

they came out of crevices or gaps forn^d 

in that marfhy foil when dried by the 

fun, and in yyhich they h^d made their 
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nefts. I obferved alfo, that thofc which 175^* 
had wings, emitted light as well as thofc __^^V 
which had none; contfarjr to what we 
fee in France, where the former have 
not this advantage. In (hort, they flew 
about only for three or four hours at the 
moft, after which they returned to their 
holes. I gathered a great number of 
them, vs^hich I kept for fome days in 
ImaU phials, where they gave a light fo 
long as they lived ; but it grew dim in 
proportion as the infed drew towards its 
end. This little creature is improper* 
\y called a glow-worm or fire-fly; fincc 
it is neither a worm nor fly ; but a fmall 
beetle, of a brown colour, and its body 
flat and fcaly, like that of other beetles. 
Its wings are covered with two cafes, 
alfo fcaly, tho' very foft. The light with 
which k is furni{hed,is lodged only in the 
three laft rings of its body ; and fomc 
motion muft be impreflfed on them, for 
the light to {hew itfelf outwardly. 

M 4 Leaving 



/ 
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1750. Leaving the river, we found a rich 
*^*- foil, of red land, extremely fine, and 



^ G^^^ unconccivably fruitful : this appears by 
the trees with which it is covered. Here 
you fee thickets impenetrable, nqt becaufc 
of the thorns, for there are very few ; 
but by rcafon the trees ft^nd fo clofe : 
among thp reft I met with fome wild 
vines, not unlike the European. -Tliere 
you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bcpd-* 
ing under the weight of the ciffm'S 
(i), which would be called ivy in A- 
merica, from the manner -in which 
they faften themfelves, aicending aud 
defcending, intertwined with each o- 
ther, and fceming to bend dolvuwards 
and to fubmit their branches, juft like the- 
tackling of a fhip in regard to its yardg 
and nxafts. It was in thefe fine fields I 
beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious di- 

(ij Cereo affinis fcandens planta aphylla^ caul^ 
rotando, ^rticulato, glabro, fucculento,^ faturat^ 
yifidi. Sloan. Jam. Pel. ii. tab. 224. fg.,S ^ 4- 

mcn0-. 
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mcnfions/ viz. father PluiAier's ceyia^s 1550. 
(2), which, as I. have elfe where nh, - ^^' • 
fcrvcd^ * the negroes ot Senegal call ien^ 
ten. . ' 

■The benfen furpaflfes all the trees oiBentm ^ 
Senegal in height, as the calabafli-tree modigiow 
furpafles them in thicknefs. There are "*^ 
jfenie a hundred and ten, and even a 
•hundred and twenty feet high, the trunk 
of which is from eight to ten f^et at 
the moft in diameter, and extremely 
fet-e(9U between the root and branches, it is 
«^fty or fixty feet, and oftentimes more, 19 
length. The chamferings or kindi of 
<ihiall wings, which fometimes grow the 
Svhole length of the trunk, do not in the 
Icaft diminifh the beauty of its white bark, 
iK)r the boldnefs with which it carries its 
round fpreading top, It is pf this tree the ^''*^. 
negroes make their firogueSy by hollow- 
ing its trunk 3 the wood being very foft, 

(2) Ceyba viticis folio caudicc glabrb, Plum^ 
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1750. dcnfc, and extremely light Thofc who 
^ ^^' inhabit the hanks of the Gambia being 
poffcflcd of the largeft bentent^ make 
likcw^ifc the hxgcii pirogues : they have 
fome from forty to fifty feet long, and 
frQn> four to five feet in breadth, and 
fomewhat Uik in depth. 

FaxioiMcr. •j'he farobier is another large tree alio 
^s common as the bmten^ but of quite a ' 
different ufe, becaufe of the hardnefs and 
weight of the wood. The negroes are 
very fond of its fruit, which is a kind of 
^jod (m: hufk like that of a French bean, 
but aboye a foot in length, contain- 
ing a black flat feed, like large lentils, 
enveloped in a yellow farinaceous fub^ 
llance. This fruit frequently ferves 
them inftpad of every other fiiftenancc^ 
pfpecially when they travel: it is ex- 
tremely good, and nourishing j and 
taftes niuch like the beft ginger-bread 
cake. 



At 
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At the eaft end of the village of AU^^JLL^ 
breda, I faw a wild fig-trec of an ex- J^^'igf " 
traordinary (hape and fizc. It was not*^- 
Ytry high ; twt its trunk was about • 
ten feet diameter, and cut wkh fo mal- 
ny chamferirigs, that it fecmed to be 
comppfed of feveral trees, whofe trunks 
joined ' to each ot^ier, moft of them 
spreading chiefly more towards the roots^ 
where they formed a kind of buttrefi. 
This trunk was not above fifteen feet 
high, but it was fJivided into feveral 
iarge branches, well covered with leave?, 
which made it very agreeable, as it af- 
forded a moft refrefhing (hade. The wi^at ; 
inhabitants had pitched upon this fpot ^ 
to build a calJ^^ that is, a public hall. 
This conliftcd of a floor raifed two or 
|hree feet above the earth, and compofcd 
of fcwral forked (hoots planted near to 
one another, over which crofs (hoots were 
laid. The whole wa$ covered with hur-i 
j^cs put clofe together, and fome mati 

over 
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J7?©4 ofer U^m. This was the place where 
^^Z^lbcir jifieoiblics Vcre licld': here the fa- 
iry and tke indolent met; to fo^ke and 
cenverfe;^ here* the ncwE-mongcrs fat 
kMl^ring ; in a word, here they tranfa£4r- 
^ed all the aiSitirs and concerns of the 
vill»ge/ : ^ /" '- ' 

f ' ' ' ' ." '■ 

f^^P' It is not at all furprizing* that; in a 
tnoift country there (ho^ld • be plenty of 
frogs :'biu fufdy- Ir had great re:tfon ta 
bC: fwprifcd, not havipg met .as yet with 
♦ny in allirfy cxourfions. ^' Ftctoi. Po- 
dor tO; Gar^bta^ whidi, including the 
ille of Senegal, and that of Gforee/ with 
Pdrtudal and fcveral other places where 
■ I had'^boeni* contains a .fpace of a 
hundF^*andf:fift^ leagues^ and a- coun- 
try, that -I w»s well atqudinted with, I 
lud as yctvfe^n none 'hot toads. It 
jiraa^ in a weH, which' had been dug 
^t the. weft end of the .village of Albreda,^ 
thatrl difi}oirered the AvA fro^ : 'and thefe 
foi^ not got ayvay from thtrice, the 
, border^ 
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ibotderft being caifcd fix' feet, and «(f 1750. 
v?rtfeally/. I.-faw now ^ektej^t- in ^^' ^ 
wthis Wellji which coMairicd ftifch a proW 
digiolislmukitudcof them,- that^ .when 
;^icy rofe* above the wattr, they abfo-- 
lutely hid the- whole' furfocc of %/ 
covering one another over again, near- 
ly in the faihe manner as tiles are Ikid 
on - nhe ;tDps; *- of .^ lioufcs.^ • Thdr bo^ 
i€s -were'-dShailflr,/ hut ctnbrc coittpafl? 
than thofe of .our European irogs ; diem 
colour :I,was*:p:«n,^ agteeably. variega^l 
ted with - black - fpots ; . Q^ that I look^ 
cd upon ^ them as a very ., particular 
ipedes; 1)' if . . . : 

*. > Botany, and every other, branch of 
natural . hifiory, had greatly- kn{Mrcpre«£ 
under piy care in thisi fmitfol conBtrjr^ 
gnd I flioukl have ccniiderablyi adfled td 
my ftore of obfervations, if I hjid been per-J 
mitted to continue there^^)!- n^ytimciimi 
the circumAances, and difficoltses atpoid-' 
ing a ^new fcttlement, prevented 4tn)tiar-J 
- v> i rying 



1 



174 A VOYAGE 

1750, ryiog any longer. I therefore fct oiii 
^Msiick. ^ ^j^ j^jj^ ^£ March upon my return 

j^ich! toGoree^ along with the direaorspf that 
^^^™yiand, and of Senegal, who had taken 
biatothc gare that I fhould want for notiiinct 

lile of Go* ^ 

w. while I was at Gambia. 

I'Sr^ Our paiSge was tedious, fo that we had 
full Icifure to, take a very near view 
of two wbalca, which we had fecn tl-* 
ready in our firft voyage. They fbl* 
lowed lis a great deal longer in this, and 
we had the pleafure of foeidg the iportd 
and majpflic movements of thofe mon-» 
ifarous animals, which amufed us with 
their company, only when they did not 
ccmie too niar oiir vefiel. I reckmed their 
length to have been aboat a hundroi 
and fifty-five or fixty feet : the part of 
theit back which they held always a-* 
bove water, was twelve, feet long, and 
from four to five broad, without reck-* 
o&ing the boid, which it raiied fome^ 
tiiaei foif fe^ration, but nwie no mord 

noife 
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fibife than a horfe, that pufFs and btoWs 17^6. 
when be is drinking. They did not, 
throw water out of their noftrils, af- 
ter tTie manner of all blowing whales, 
\!i^hich are alfo very comnion in the v^ 
tropic fcas : in fliort, I faw no appear- 
ance of fins on their back. No doubt 
but a vertebre of fourteen inches diame- 
ter aqd eight high, which I had occa- 
fion to fee afterwards on the fea fhorc, 
With fome ribs upwards of ten feet in 
length, muft have formerly belonged to 
this fpecies of whale. Some perhaps 
will bfe furprized that I fliould take no- 
tice of thefe animals, when I have Nothing 
more particular to fay about them : yet , 
as they are to be found in latitude^ 
where the negroes are neither defiroiii 
nor accu domed to fifh for them; and 
as there is no probability that there ever 
wUl be ahy feen nearer, or* niore cbn- r 
venJently than thefe were beheld by 
me 5 I thought it my duty fd cdmmuni-^ 
cate the prefent remarks, in order to fli^xr 

bow 
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1750* hdw large the whales of the torrid zorkJ 
" .are, fuppofing them to be a diftina fort 



X 



from thofe of the northern climates. 

^S^iu- ^y ^^y ^^ ^^^® diverted with the 
■«*^^^ whales, and by night with the hiftre 
of the fea. As foon as the fun dipped 
beneath the horizon^ and night overipread 
the earth with darkncfs, the fca lent ils 
its friendly light. While the prow of our 
veflel ploughed the foaming furges, it 
ieemed to fct them all on fire : thus wc 
* feiled in a luminous inclofure, which fur- 

rounded us like a large circle of ray$| 
from whence daited in the wake of tho 
ihip a long ftream of lights which fol- 
lowed us to the iflc of Gorce, whero 
wc landed the twenty-third of the lame 
months 

•The 23d Inftead of returning direiaiy to the 

bcmivtf ifland of Senegal, I refolved to ftay at 

^^^ Goree, in order to complete the obfer- 

irations*on plants, and particularly da 

(hells 
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Ihells and other fea bodies, which had 1750. 
cfcaped me in my two former voyages. "TJ^^hT" 
It was then the fi£h feafon, at leaft, for 
fiih of a moderate fize. The fea feem- 
ed to be full of the latter: when they 
happened to be purfued by the large 
ones, you might fee them in {holes ap- 
proaching towards land } and oftentimes ' 
they ran aflhore. Some of thofe fholes f^^^^ ""f 
were fifty fathoms fquare, and the fifh- 
es crowded together in fuch a manner, 
as to roll upon one another, without 
being able to fwim. As foon as the 
negroes perceive them coming towards ^ 
land, they jump into the water, with 
a bafkct in one h^nd to catch the 
fifb, and fwirri with the other. It is 
curious to behold them in this uneafy 
attitude, penetrating through the finny 
fwarm -, they need only to plunge and 
to lift up their balkets, and they are 
fure to return loaded with fi£h. 



N 
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JH^^^ I was prcfent at a ircry extraordinary 



w/'^fiflf.*' ^P*"^^ of fifli ma(fe the fame months 
ing- on the coaft of Ben, within a league of 
the ifland of Gorec, by the company be- 
longing to one of the French Eaft-Indfe 
fhips, which had anchored in the foad^ 
They had only tt net of about fix^ 
fathoms, which they threw at a ventttfre 
into the fea ; for they were not fo lucky 
as to cfpy any of thofe fholes of fiflb- 
es: yet they hoi fuch furprifing fuc- 
^t(s, that the fhore was covered,, the 
whole length of the net, with the fifh 
they caught, though the net was in a 
bad condition. I reckoned part of them, 
and judged,, that they might in all be 
upwards of fix thoufand, tlw Icaft of 
them as large as a fine carp. There 
you might fee pilchards, rock-filh, mul-. 
lets or gull-fifh of different forts ; nwlc- 
bats, with other fifhes very little known, 
Tha negroes of the neighbouring vil- 
lage took each their load, and the ihip's 
crew filled their boat till it was rea- 
dy 



to SENEGAL, &c. 179 

dy to fink, leaving the reft on the Tea- 1750. 
ihorc. In any other country, fuch a ^^^^^\ 
capture of fifli would, without all doubt, 
ipais for a miracle. 

. I hav6 already obferved that, in the Avery 
ifland :of Gorce, there is a low land f^^ in- 
called Savana. There I lodged in ai^^^^l 
hut of ftraw, built . in the negroe man- 
ner : it was new when I went into it; 
but in lefs than a month you might 
fee through it. I inquired into the 
uufe of this, which I found to be as 
foUows. The earth hereabouts was all 
filled with a fpecies of white ant, called 
vag-'uague, different from that which I 
have elfewhere defcribed. This^ here^ 
inftead of raifing pyramids, continues 
bnritd under ground, and never makes 
itfclf known but by fmall cylindrical 
galleries, of the thicknefs of a goofe quill, 
which it ereds a^nft the ieveral bo- 
(^ it defigns to attack. Thefe galle-* 
ries are formed of earth with infinite 
(k^cacy of workmanfhip. The vag-- 
N i vagues 
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1750. vagues make ufe of them, as of ccJ- 
March. ygrt>ways^ to work without being feen: 
and whatever they faftea themfelves 
^ to, whether it be leather, cloth, lin- 
nen, books or wood, it is furely gnaw- 
ed and confumed. I (hould have 
thought myfelf pretty well off, had 
they only attacked the reeds of my 
hut ; but they pierced through a trunk 
^ which ftood on treftles a foot above 
the ground, and gnawed moft of my 
books. Even my bed was not ipar- 
ed, and tho' I took care every even- 
ing to beat down the galleries, yet 
they were frequently eredted again, in 
the middle of the night, up to my 
bolfter; and the "vag-vagues got into 
the bed, where, after cutting the linnen 
and mattrefs, they came to my flefli 
. and bit me moft cruelly. I fhall be 
cxcufed from mentioning the fwell- 
ings and acute pains which followed. 
'Their fize is hardly bigger than that 
c£ our large European ants j yet they 

are 
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are of fuch a conftitution, that neither 1750. 
foft nor fait water, nor vinegar, nor ^^^""^ 
any other ftrong liquors, with which 
I often covered the floor of my cham- 
ber, were able to deftroy them ; fo that 
every method I took to extirpate the 
breed proved ineffediurJ. The infinite 
havock which thefe infedts make, has fet 
people upon thinking of different con- 
trivances to exterminate them. Among 
others, arfenic has been propofed as an 
infallible remedy • but it would not 
be prudent to advife and much lefs 
to praftife it. If fire was* not apt 
to caufe greater mifchief than that a- 
rifing from the vag-vagties^ it would 
be a cheaper and more efFedlual reme- 
dy; for we feldom fee thofe infedls, in 
places that have undergone this opera- 
tion. 



Tho* I fufFered greatly from the ohCay^y 
the vag-vagues^ yet l' 
ley contributed to a con- ^ 
N 3 fiderablq 



hoftilities of the ' vag^vagues, yet I^i^h^oftbe 
mull cpnfefs, they contributed to a con- ^^ 
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1750, fiderablcnumbcrofobfcrvationsjand wcrij 
^' the caufc of a frequent repetition of expe- 
riments^ which perhaps | (hould otherwiio 
have performed but yery feldom. My 
room was full of pails of iea water^ 
where I conflantly kept live fifli, ivhich 
in the night time emitted a light, not 
unlike that of phofphorus. The mugs full 
of fhells, and even the fifh that lay dead 
on the table, gave the feme light. AU 
theie illuminations put together, and re-» 
flefted irpon different parts of the room^ 
made it appear as if it was on fire ; and 
I muft own, that I was of that opitiion the 
firft tipie I faw this flrange phaenome* 
non: for it made the imprcflion on me, 
which it is natural for every man tcl 
feel in the like cafe. The mg-'^agues^ 
by awaking me fuddenly out of my 
fleep^ renewed my fpight, much offenec 
than I could havp wifhed in the be« 
ginning : but my apprehenfion gradual- 
ly ceafed, by feeing the thing often re-* 
peatcdj till I at length received a plea- 
sure 
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fure from this extraordinary fight. What 1750. 
was nioft engaging, pach iifli fhewed ^^'''^' 
itfelf plainly to the eye, by the light ^V^^'"^"' 
emitted from its body; and the fame 
effed was produced by the ihells and 
other fea bodies which I. had with me-, 
even the pails themfelves looked like 
51 burning furface. This was not all '^ 
ievery day the fight was new, becaufe' 
I had new fifhes and new ihells to 
obferve : now it was a pilchard, now ^ 
piolebat : one time a purple fifti, an- 
other time a periwinkle : qne time a 
polypus, a crab, or 4 ftar-fifli, that fliew. 
ed its luminous rays in the dark ; 
in (hprt, | perfedly diftinguifhed the 
ihape of all thofe different fifties, by 
jays fif light, which darted from every 
part qf thpir bodies ; and, as I could 
place them in a thoufand different po- 
fitions, I had it in niy power, to give 
an infinite variety to this beautiful ilr^ 
Jun^inatiqn, 

N 4 ^ V Wheq 
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March. 



When the vag-vagues obliged me to 
quit this glittering manfion, and to look 
for relief abroad^ the angry ocean pre- 
fented me with the fame phaenomenon 
in great. The foaming billows feemed 
to metamorphofe themfelves into moun- 
tains of fire, and exhibited to my view 
a mofl amazing fpedacle, more capa- 
ble of exciting admiration than fear, even 
in the minds of perfons expofed to their 
fury. 



Extraoidi- Notwithftandinff the fea about the 

iiary acci- . -, , r ^-s 

dent. ifland of Goree was moft violently 
agitated at this time, in confequence 
of the vernal equinox, yet I croffed it 
very often in a fmall boat, in going 
over to the continent. One day I 
was bound for Cape Bernard, I had 
like to have loft my life. This cape 
is not above the third part of a league from 
Goree J and this was the firfl time I 
thought of landing there. At a dif. 

tance 
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tance it feemed to me, as if it form- ^759* 
jcd a creek, fomcwhat like a fmall ^'^•' 
haven; and 1 made no doubt, but I 
ftould be able to get on ftiore with 
all eafe : but thp nearer I drew, the 
more difficult I found it ; for the furf 
ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe 
place to land. During this uncer- 
tainty, the waves were driving us 
towards (hore ; when all of a fud- 
den I faw myfelf invironed by a huge 
furge, which threw the boat upon a 
rock where it overfet ! Luckily Ldid 
not lofe my prefence of mind, notwith^ 
ftanding this difafter 5 and, as the boat 
overfet^ it ftuck to the rock, where 
it was fupported like an arch, under 
which my two negroes made their ef- 
cape. I did not wait for another wave 
to come and fet it right again, and 
perhaps to overwhelm me, which would 
have inevitably happened: but I made 
ufe of my legs, to get to the further 
pnd of the beach, where I walked 

ifl 
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50, in the fun tq dry myfelf, and that w^s 
"" L all tjic harm J iuffcred. 



Ifithcrto po difficulty had been abf^ 
to flop me in piy parricrj yet thi§ 
accident, together with thp fcarfick- 
nefs with which I was always affliaed, 
occafioned me to make very ferious 
reflexions, on tl^ rifks I under\jrent, 
in proffing every day from Goree tQ 
the continent, on board fo finall a 
vcflfel. M. de Saint Jean, dircftor of 
the ifland, having the greateft regard 
for me, and even more tjian I had for 
myfclf, vm defirpus to prevent the 
trouble and danger to which I expoied 
myfclf daily: for which reafcm he propofcd 
to the mafter of Ben^ a fin^U village on 
the> continent, within a league north of 
God'ee, to entertain me at his houfe, 
and to procure me all nece0ary iafe* 
guards in walking over his lands, gc ' 
\n any other excurfiq;! I fhould chufe tq 

make, 
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f^iake. This negro lord, having a very 1750* 
high affeiftbn for the French nation, was ^ ' 
pverjoyed at the opportunity of enter- 
taining a native of that country for fomc 
months. The 24th of April, upon ar- »4. April, 
riving at the village, I found a very con*thor^w 
yenient hut, M^hich he had l?itely built ,^th"vii? 
for his own ufe. It v^as furroundcd among ti? 
by fcveral courts and gardens, where **^^'^°^^- 
he had likewife got a fpiall but light 
clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as 
I had deiired on account of my ob-« 
fcrvatiops. Nothing could be ipore con- 
^Jqciye to my purpofe, than the advan*- 
tageous (ituation of the village. On 
the one fide^^ the fea furniflied me with 
every thing 1 could wifli in regard t^ 
fifhes and fhells *, and on the other I 
had plains, a cbnfiderable fcMrcft, and, two 
leagues; further^ the mountains of Gapes 
Vcrd. Here I had an ample fi^ld for 
my curiofity, as well concerolng plants, a« 
every fpccies of animals. 
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^ ^ ■ ', ■ This is quite a fandy country Ukc 
the neighbourhood of Senegal; but it 
forms a more rifing ground. Bcfides the 
fame plants, it produces a great number of 
others particular to itfelf ; and a vaft ma- 
Monibous ny acacias and calabafli trees. Going 
VCC8. from Ben to Cape Verd, I met upon the 
road, about half way, with two of the 
Utler flill larger than thofe I had ad- 
mired in the neighbourhood of the if- 
•land of -Senegal. I meafured their trunks 
with a packthread, and found the one 
to be feventy-four feet, and the other, 
feventy-fcven in circumferrence, that is, 
upwards of five and twenty feet dia- 
meter. Thefe were the thickeft I ever 
faw of the kind : and as Africa may 
boaft of producing the largeft of ahi-^ 
mals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant; 
fo it may be faid, not to degenerate with 
reggird to vegetable?, fince it gives birth 
to calabafti trees, which are immenily 
larger than any other tree now exifting, at 

leai^ 
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lead that wc know of; and probably 1750. 
the largeft on the terreftrial globe. Amiu 

I faw on the branches of thofe trees Neds of an 
fome birds nefts, fb vaftly capacious asnar^zc." 
to furprfze me as much as the trees 
thcmfclves ! They were at lead three feet 
long, and refembled oval bafkets, open 
bclo\fc', and confufedly interwoven with 
t^ery large twigs. I had not the plea- 
fure of feeing the birds that biiilt them ; 
but tiie people of the village aflured me, 
they had pretty much the figure of 
tliat kind of eagle which they call ntann. 
To judge of the fize of thofe birds by 
their nefts, they cannot be much inferi- 
or to an oft rich. 



The double mountain of Cape Verd Country in 
was the only land-mark I had, to fteer bourhood 
my courfe thro' this vaft plain 5 for the Veid?^ 
fands were tofled fo impetu6ufly from one' 
place to another by the winds^ that it was 

im- 
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1750. knpoffiblc to diAinguifh any path or tfiice 
iJZ^l!l_ whatever: and even the eminences, which 
1 met now and then, ferved only to be* 
wilder mc and my negroes, by being fo 
uniform/ The only verdure they had up- 
on them, was fome fhrubs known in India 
by the name oiboh de renefte ^. Some<^ 
times I walked through :Q)adous fields^ 
naturally fown vdth a kind of herb bafil^ 
peculiar to the country. But what fecm^ 
ed worthy of bbfcrvatbn to n^, was, 
wherever it grew, it was very thick 5 and 
that very rarely any other plants what* 
ever could be feen there, not even on thole 
^ts that were thinncft fown j as if the 
proximity therebf was hurtful to them# 
This herb bafil is ligneous and lively : it 
forms a fhrub two feet high, whofc ftem 
and leaves are of a reddifli green, and dif- 
fufe a citron fragancy, extremely {ileafing^ 
The fends, tho' toft to and fro every 
inftant, produced a great many other 

* Dodonaea. Linn. bort. Cliff, 148. Staphylo- 
dendrum foliis lauri anguft«»« Plum. cat. fag. 18^ 

plants, 
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f^tants, and efpecially dog-grafs, with 17 Sp'* 
which nearly their wholes furface was — ^L^ 
covered. 

My moft ufaal wallfc was in the foreft ^^^l^f 
of Krampfane, which I like wife called the trcc«. 
foreft of palmetto trees, bceaufe indeed^ 
there is hardly any other to be feen in that 
neighbourhood. It begins within half a 
league of the village of Ben, and extends 
twd leagues north-eaft^ making a femi- 
circle, and paffing within a quarter of a 
league of a ruinous village, called Ma6ao, 
fituate on thcfea-ihore within a league and 
a half of Ben. Its breadth is, throughout^ 
fiearly ^ quarter of a league. The foil is- 
low, and in fomc places hollow like ^ 
canal, and feems to have been, heretd^ 
fore, either a bafon overflown by ihi 
ocean, or at leaft a fah-pan, which^ 
in drying up, retained a black flimy 
fand, from whence the rain waters im- 
bibe a faline tafte, that prevents their 
being drinkable. I would even venture 

to 
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1550. to affirm that this canal was formerly a 
.^^y*. brancli of the marigot of Kanri,. whole 
communication has, without* all rbanncr of 
doubt, teen interrupted by a fand-bank,- 
which the winds have thrown up near its 
mouih. 

Date trees, prom the fide towards Ben, as far as 
two thirds of its extent in length, thii 
foreff cbnfifts mtirely of date trees, at the 
entrance of which there are fmall groves 
of blly jpilms : in the other part you fee on- 
ly the' latter fort, 'the' date tree of this 
country' is wild, and grows without any 
culture. The Serefa negroes of the king- 
dom &fKaior, vc^hich includes Cape Verd, 
call it Kionkomm ; and the natives of the 
country of Oualo, towards the ifland of 
Senegal, glve^ it the nanie of Sor-fgr. It ^ 
feldbni rifes higher than from ,t\venty to 
thirty ieet: its trunk is round and ug^ 
righl, of a diin colour, and fix inches 
at^t^ic moft in diameter, Frgxxi^ the top 
of it. there iiibfis fo£th a^clufter of leaves 
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ifirt>m eight to nine /feet in lengthy which 1750. 
extend all rdund like a parafd, and bend ^[ ' ' 
a little towards the earth. The bottom 
{^rt produces an infinite number of 
iblks like that of the middle; but they 
feldom (hoot &> high as foar^r five feet. 
Tbefe ftalks fpread the tree very confi- 
dfenablyi fo diat^ wherever it naturally 
grows in forefts, you find it difiicult 
to open a pafiage through its prickly 
teaves. Tlic fruit thereof is ftiorter than 
th^ of the other fort of date tree s but 
the pulp is much thicken It has a 
fiigary alid agreeable tafte^ infinitely 
fupmor to the very beft dates of the 
Levant ; perhaps beeaufe k ripens better 
on the tree. 

The oily palm * is of all others 
that which (hoots to the greateft 
height. Here arc fome from fixty to 
eighty feet in the ftalk^ without 

^ Palma altiffima, hgn fipinofa, frUau pruni- 
forihi mxuxtty ra^eihofo, fpam. Slosin fdm. vol it* 
tA. 215. 

O any 
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25[^ blade,' equttfiy large iHretigh the ti^hblfc 
Ittkph of-ik'^ and frbzh^ne te VfA> feet in 
*anf6ttfr iltS^ head ^is Idad** Wkh' I^iV^s 
ptiiy -ftliicb fike^ *bc iate 61^. It beaf^ a 
roufid fFuit^the fisse of d fiiiall rinifti* imd 
covered M^Ub a yellow piylp of which thdjr 
biafee ' the *{)alm oil. '• Tfle negroes 'tkll it 

Palm wine. '^^ ^^ f*^<*^ *^^^ *^^ tTCCS thdy eXtfisdl 

tiu} {^Isr vine/ whk:h^exa3£% 'the 1^ 

iouciiof iwhc^i Thefc ate .fevehil; nacL 

thods of e:^fiEtd]ng if : the fkft'poijSbtfisd 

by the negix)es, and which l>haVeo£* 

ieti ^&}lowpd» :after thciJ' exaihpfe^ ia re« 

gard to the date tree of the fopeft of 

Fh ft ^.:K.rampfane, is this : They cut a Ihlk b 

traaingT^few focfecs Hinfdtr iiic' crown, and leave 

only fomtfrlfeaytfe-'ftandfeg: t}ienVticyh^ 

«he I«avc§^^bov;e 4ht Jri^ifibni ^and'^ftcu 

<!icm-'Vith^a -peg to '^e tree. \ The 

-extremity of thofe leaves is folded af- 

•-terwafd'i into a talabaih^ or into a feiall 

' earthea 



%iti»m- .pot> narrow-mouthed J. a^d ,fn- 1750* 
i^)?«de4,fo ^. npt to quit tlw tog, ."^'^ 
or Uj.fiU;." By this. piethpd ik& % 
wImcIi i^iiie^ from th^ ftajk, diilUls ^ 
ksg ^ Wes, ^d i$ coUeaf^ tqgett^r 

in tfeft eirtb^n pot* 

. The fecond method of ejctra^gthe^c^'^ 
i^tlm win^ con£iAs in ma^g a xonni 
l)oh iinder the head of the tree, inftead qf 
QOtlsng It s and \n iiurodamg into this hole 
41 4^W.ifbl4$d l/saveS) which ferye as i gufc^ 
^ or pi^ge tp (xjavey the tiquotinto thb 
^rfif Te^ faftehed t9 it. 
r. ..'.'!.. " ' ^ ' . 

-^ T^efe iwo methods jure eafy to jaraQife 
.¥f» re^r4 :to the dat^ tiWi as they only 
mJiffi i^mdCion h the ftalk^ which is nOt 
jah^Ve five feet high. $ut when they ar^ 
^%^ tQ e3ttra<3: ^e wine from a very 
tail trofei^as from the oily |»lm, ^hece i9 
Z .great .deal more, difficulty in the opo^ 
totion. The nc^oes have an admirable 
lir^jr 0f;49"$ *^ Tfiey take a girth 
\ 6 i * «f 
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• ^75^' of the bark of baubinia^ or of die leavas 

^ * ' 1 of a palmcttb tree, 'dried in the fun, bcSt^^ 

en and twifted, the breadth of thridtfthc 
thickneis of one's fingier. At one end 
they make an oilet-hole, ilito vrluch' 
they put a little flick fefteried • a6*6fs 
the other end, to ferve as a button. This 
girth muft be neither too pliant norntoo 
ilifF, but (hould have a fufficieftt ekfticity 
to niridcr it from giving way too -tadch. 
It niakcs a fort of circle of two feet 
and a half diameter; and, when ftrefcW 
cd by the .matins body and the tree^' 
it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance' 
Method by of a foot and a half between both. With 
negroes tllis girth, they tie themlelves as it were 
th«t^$. to the oily palm, and climb up at firftt 
W^th their feet, tJien working with their 
hands and knees> till the part ctfthe girth, 
faftened to the tree, becomes lower than 
that which fupports their reins and thighs,' 
and fervcs them as a feat to reft upon ; 
then they draw near the tree, in ordtt 
to faife the op^iofite end, which is Cooa. 
.' ' '■' after 
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after brought down below the part that 17504 
fp^in? (their reins, which have, been .,_I!!4-» 
rai^ by working with the feet and 
knees* The girth cannot flip, becaufe it 
i$ always very tight between the man and 
the trunk, and the latter is moreover viiy 
rpugh. \n this manner they foon get to 
the top r there they fit on their girth, and» 
enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft 
cut the bottpm of thofe fruits which they 
think ane ripe; then faftening them to cala^ 
bafhes, they fill thefe with wine, and let 
themdowp by a cord ; for they never for- 
gfit, 10 going up, to carry with them a ban- 
doleer, containing evqry thing requifite for 
this kind of work; fuch as a cord, a knife, 
and.enxpty calabaflies, to fupply the place 
of thofe, which they have filled with li- 
quor. When they want to come down, 
th^y go a contrary way to work, to 
what they did in climbing up; that K 
t^ipy lower the girth from time to time 
inft^ad of raifing it. Their quicknefs and 
reiblution, in this toilfome taflc, fl\ew 
plainly how fupple and dextrous they 
O 3 muft 



S9' A VOYAGE : • 

1750. ttiuft be: &nr H ie never niebtkmad thi^ 

.^^' »y accidctit has happened themi aed dte;^ 

have nothing to fiiar fa^ the hreakifig di 

the girth. ' 

This kind of yinttige^ mtiit <oft tb6 

liigf pes vety littfe trouble, ii6ce theb 

wine is fo cheap, that 3^oa have abovif 

forty pintij upon the fpot for ten fyti^ 

^nd very 6ftfen for half that prict. litis 

n<^ all made at the £^mt time^ according 

to the cuftom df making wine of fchd 

juke df ^ grape in temperite coontrid. 

The treei furni^ daily but a Ihiali quan^ 

tity of this liquor; and they am obliged 

to cwifumc it dtretftly, becaufe it fobnf 

QwOity of povrs four. The negroes <io tot drink 

this wine. .^ ^jj^ twenty four hours after it is dtaWn^ 

that is, till it has fermented fenftugh tb 

ftimulite the palate agreeably. It is drkA- 

able till the thhxl day, but then it ^tv^ 

|ieady, and thclre is danger iii being ihA 

toxtcated with ir. After that timfe it turns 

ihtq bad vinegar, which foon contraftii 

-1* • • art 
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a^- •^d&H»i^le^^ra^« For my part, and 1750; 
i|fi*l«4l-be evfr the fame, -wltli fljck aa ^^^ 
^UfirO' rather ;jleUcacy thaq- ftwngth . jAt 
♦I'iffc, f always obfervcd that kM 4€^ 
KcioUs wheii nfewj.^nd the newtel- th| 
better .-c I Jbal^e drOnk o£i ip a Ijuodre^ 
tiltaifs out of thecalabaihes fa(len^d J9 
*he trecsy attd I ncwr found k .better 
dlWm immediately after it is firft extraxSled j 
then it has every vgood quality ;. which 
cannot be expedted twelve liours after. 
It hais as fweet a taftp as-is^rpquifite, . . 
Ittightwjiid oftentimes wifh a iight tart- ^^ 
ne&|. ftxtr^melj grateful to the palate^ ' 
Jn .^ort, the only fault we can fe- 
pro^ this liquor wlth^ is that it will 
not jfceep jfibr exportation to our part 6f 
the world, where it would be much more 
^Ciemed, than in its native foil. 1 
jDuH: own not withftanding that, as pleaft- 
ing jas this wine may be^ yet it hds nek 
-thf 'good qualities of the juice of the 
grape. In what condition foever it may 
\^ when' you. drink it, fwcet or foui"^ 
■. / ' " Q 4 there 
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I7^» dmre is alw^ zcxmfAte f^psiiS^k^ji^ 

ment opoo it^ after luodng inadc^ ii n^ 
only drkk during thfiifificsfi.iliiys 4^1 
I ftaid at Ben. Eor, fi> long 4« k g^de 
finues fwcct, it is not 'claiigerofi6,;w^«fe 
ever quantity you drink of it : and p«h 
haps I was more afibflod with itaic^ 
rofiyc quality, bccaufc I Imd nqf jiieeb 
^cd to any fort oi wkie. u :.-: 

Hints of Ainonz the prodigbus inultkocferof 

the forell • Y . , * , .^ « /. ^ /. 

of Kiamp. palmettos with which the fortft ttf 
Krampfane abounded, I law a fratt 
.many fcarcc tree? and plants. There 
were two ipccics of iabehueminta^ 
which I dliftingulfhed by the bea\ity 
of their foliage of a lively bright green : 
there was likewife a new fpecies of Hg^ 
nonia, remarkable for the bulk of ite 
flowers, and the fingujarhy of its friiit, 
which hung like large cucumbers at the 
<tnd of its tranches, l^ear the village 
of MiaOj I found the pfepper plant of 

iEthig, 
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^ihid{^; diataroitifttic tree, Wbtchrthe I75<^ 
»»fecfe who ;aFc fettled at^ncgal, dif> _/P^^ 
«bgu$ifa by th^ name qfmMtgueite. Tch 
isw^s ' the €xttemhy . of the. ibreft^ I iavr 
^£^erat %edesi of: anona'a 6r carrfdier\^ 
^e 4argeft o£'Whidi were in the woods, 
the Aiidldli»g ones /on the hilU, aqd tjbe 
*^alleft in the> plains .expofed to the 
Hmi^ moft of tfaem loaded, with excel- 
fcnt fruiti Following, the fea qoaft frpnn 
Mbao as hx as Rufifk, which is a con- 
siderable vUlag? two leagues and a half 
^frooi thence^ I walked on fands all co- 
*vcred with fophora *, and with the 
Guinea aloe -f*, of which the negroes 
in that neighbonrhood make very goad 
.roges. not ifo apt to rot in the water* 

♦iSopbor^ t<)|n§nto&, foKis fiibrotundis, Ihm. 
,fh Ztfl 163. 

+ Aloe Guinccnfis, radicc gcniculata, foliis e 
yiridi & atro undulatim varicgatis. Cmm^ 60'xt. 
4mji. Vol ii. fag. 39* X4h. ^p. - 

. From 



4y^6. From the iSk of OmwnoRufillcjM^ 
;J^f2L reckon three Icftgue^ in a direft iiiHt 
This v6yage Ihad tmdthf&tt fabt it b 
very difBoik ta Ivl^^it. tho: ^lilfai^ 
'tfpecially ^^cn the. Tet tims l)i^^ .^ 
Ciufethe'ooi&ftiadoifkr'^ iud;^ eff^flMp 
rocks. Wh^ti yon cooat to a!rtcliv»r<yr 
{x^fite thepkce^ yoa^iavc a^moft^^xew 
able proTpea: : th6 Atiiitioti 0^ ,^ ^ ^^ 
on >a faiU planted wilh':tfies}^the U&fe 
tivttkt \#h^ 'braekiOi \ratefis wiod-jto 
the rigbtj and form - a p^^infula j the 
foreft with perpetual' vfsrdure^ rifing^l?^ 
hindyou ih the^form pf an 4it?%ph^tJ^e2^. 
tre, cOnftitute'^U togethp^ a mofl: del^j^^ 
ful lahdfc^ harflly.'ta be tuztch^i }n 
any other part of 'rfie.worW. ; 

The negroes htirabfiiiitS feem to'tne 
to be very indaftrious: fome bf thcto 
were bufy in beating the leaves of the 
Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp; o^ 
thers i^ere twifting h, jtpd imki;ig ri^fii- 

ing 



gxsxjpif^ ,if> frao^g .bcjws afi4 'arrows ^' ' 
for (lie cbace, ^^e^; .^Y^ting^^ali.j 't^^^ ■ - ~^' 

prized ^|K)nr «ntcring. ^ it wpre ,pto..J^ 

aqt gukc fb large. a§ tjbe pthers, covcrp^ 
with.iaDd, .and lifce ;(9 a>any pijyjfol^af^^ 
pr > tombs crc<3tcd ^ve? .tiic.dc4^,^J?9(^^ 
that h^ been interred there, accoriiing to 
the cuftom eftabli(bed among the feveral 

clans of. the.Seirera nation. 

' -. ■ ^ . • i ' ', ' * ' * 

l'k?A i)cver a? yet met witliany at-4thorMay^ 
tack ftomth^ n<5groes till the 4th ofultLl'^ 
May, wb?n walking along the fe^-fide^Jg^^r^ 
. from Rufifk to Ben, which is above three 
leagues from thence, I was purfued by 
a Serjfa ncgroe, who rufiilng out of the 
neighbouring woods, (hot his poifoned ar- 
row? a^nft me and my negroe fervant, I 
was above two hundred paces before 
him J befides I was a very good walker, 
fnd ufed to tjipfe fatiguing fahds, into 

which 
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I7|0. which, a peribn ofteo finks up to the c4f 
/^^' of his kg« IdierefiM-e wenton^but doubled^ 
my pace, without putting my&lf out of 
breath, or fceming to mind the n^nacing 
figns, by which he hoped to tuttmidcite 
me and oblige me to flop y for I., had 
another refburce in my gun, fupppfe he 
had come within reach. Doabtkfs ^. 
was one of thofe Screra fa?ag«, who are. 
pnited ynder the form of a petty rep^&lic^ 
within ten leagues from thence j and he> 
' was come out of hb <>wn Country in queft . 

of f^tinder^ Nothing could have, tcp^. 
I ed him but my gun -, and, had he bo^ 

( nxore alert and crafty, he would not c^r-. 

I tainly have %ared my life to tome at it, 

I This manner of attadjing k very c<«j^: 

moa with a race of moors call€4 jizoun^Si. 
who follow no other profeiSion than that 
of lying in ambufh behind a tree, either 
\ with a gun or a bow, in order to fhdbt 

a peribn whom they want to rob of his 
arms. T]|ie like accident had happened to 
nje in my fccond voyage to Podor : but the 
^oor whom I efpied, looked feveral tipacs 

before 
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before he would attack me ; and Teemed ^fS^* 
greatly difconoerted, wfaen hi perceived __!L^ 
thiu I was upcMi my goaid^ and aimed 
my ffccc at hinot ; i > 

' Asifeon as I was out of danger fromsheiiton 

thft coaft gf 

til* 8eienr &TOge/ 1 bad ttllt&e pleafort in Mbao. 

the worM^fo.waiHcing alot^a very whiui 

ihore, vitistc the fetcontiniially throws 

t^ian infinke number of flidls. HEIierft 

i beheld' kwb fpecies of what we call the 

CMcihi Pif^^^ which is the largcft 

fipofi the coaft: the fi(h' it. eonttimi 

weighs ibmetimes five^ ct fix ponndsL 

Tbe Mgibe« tniotl ani. pre&^ve it 'for 

times of £imine, when they have ro^ 

conrfe to dm meat, whicbis tough, and 

tnfipid, yet a great reMef in ca& of 

urgent want. There was alio plenty of 

coddes *f-, and tmnes I, and a vaft num« 

.'* . • ' .... . • • - ' 

^ See the natural hVtoxyi^univafPiJhffls^ ip^^ 
8. /(to, $.fin mnd2. ... 

t See the natural . hiftqty of univalve Aells, ^e* 
0es g. plot. ^. fig. "S' Faval. 

t IHit^ of €^mlm pfmulatitf Jfntm 2. flm. 7. j%« 

ber 
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pianrt As ttften as I went te.&6. fitic^ Of 

*^'*''''Krampfenc, I took different andi50ia!i4- 

libdttt ti^fs. iSoitiBtimBS H. jdiit&d voif 

. fteps along :db' fdaifidcj vid fidaadr «!» 

pirHttin f , a9<k .^^ 2<{Mbi; .wilh«..kaaiif 

Hkftdio^af. aJindea tnsj obAb Janitt 

tod Atatacaiids. or thd^ny^ .^ta vfoa 
bills. AtothedtiinaltcavecfiedttbBiieifke 
lieUs> which tare fitted with a* .fikudi -^ 
oiis <^ «fioika»^ aadSctetti oSiStaheitkih 

fimiti^femUesser^jiVick thtttf'dle «■»«> 
'f»/V of Indlilr abd ha* b^th'tht ^g|iae:aiidl 
'tt%'af » ciUoft.' ■ iihkti waBm«rwaataf 

* See the natural biftc^ of hhdoousflalUyJ^i 
' '^i flat, li. fg. m.-Komaiii 

t Spattium fcandens, citrf^Mfe," fe^fcus 'Jbiyi 
ltd o9do»conr«rtitti nRTcentibtts.' Plukf. tat. j^. i<)i. 
% Ximenia aculeata, 4leie tS1<^V (rv^ iot^ 
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k pcM n\ttttber a£' afattlc^s, 'fend ^,^ J 4 

fitltfU Tf^d«s of hinds'^) hardly as big as 

tft -ha^i^ l^he lamer ftartedaa it were^ 

^tensver I tfod: ooe of my negroes 

happened twice ^mdait his hai&gaye at 

^Bxrhj and twice ke hit his aim: ht 

tffured me tiirait h6 never courfed this 

tMimat )lhjf^ other Way; ^ The haflagaye i^ 

la kind- of ^ar feven or eight feet long; 

with a pi?ce of iron at the end of it 

iikflf n ^ike.N rJPhis is the weapon which 

Jibe negroes moft commonly ' life ; and they 

dart it wJth their hand. My ncgroe threw 

iiiS'^idi'gr^t^ftrce and dexterity; and I 

ileariit^ few kflbns of hirti which gave m6 

great pfeafurel ' . - . ^ / ^ »; 

. ' . . % 

^ My time was* divided among plants, ^- sheiu zi 
'ninials, and fhelh; biit the latter occtipietinai^. 
tnt as much' ^sl ^11 the reft, 1 availt^ J niy- 
■fclf of the opportunity of being in a coun- 
try, where they are in great plenty. The 

• * CeWu^juvencus, pcrpafilhs Quirreeufis.- $thf, 
^W-v^. 70, tab 43./^. I, 2, ai^d 3. 

rocks 
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1750* rbfcks of Cape Bernard and Capc^laowl* 

>b^ oppofitc Ae ifldfad of Goree, furn^cd 

me with avaft number of very bcaati*i 

ful (hdls, fuch as tlw jpurple fifh^ ^tha 

krgeft fpecics of ftar fifli i and fcvcral ibf^ 

fifths j as fta hares^; cuttle fifli^ and pcK 

lyj)u$. Among the fends of the creek of 

Ben» I met with fame cockles and boktbu^ 

ria. Sometimes I entered the water up t<i 

nvy knees, to extrad; the (heHs hiAicii 

uiider the iand, while the negroes went 

fiir^r out to fifli. They are accufit 

catcMoip toftied to catch them in diis ipot with 

Lj^ dbehai&^ye, wading throi^h.^e water 

^T^ up to the waift, and oftentinieii deepi 

cp. Whea they perceive the iyxAttf^ 

libit capitaifi^y the fore mullet, or fome 

fuch large fifli, they dart their haflagaye 

with a marvelk)us dexterity, arid fclddfn 

mifs their aim. This bay fupplics them 

likcwife with a multitude of middling fiA, 

trhich they catch with nets. They ^k 

them in two^ and lay them before the 

fun to dry, and then they fell then* to tht 

Moor$i thcfe in exchange fupply thito 

J with 
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with miflct. wl^kh is^vr^ptijjg io ihcir 1750*. 

• - : * * Mayi 

country. : , . ' / - 

Thefe fiihes procured me an pb^ya-: V^ 
tion» which would not perh^ l^ve of-^ 
fered itfclf tlfc where. As tbft ncgroc^ 
leave them to dry on, the top. of thefe 
huts J thj lions, tigers a^qd wplv<:f ,; whirfii 
jncd^ntlpr roam.in th^. nqijghbpoihood^* 
^e ^ frequently enjticed^, by the fi^t and 
fmcll thereof^ into the, Villager anfitbca 
woe be. tp the children, prcvf^toj^Mfiii ; 

Vhat.arefoun<^ abroad^. One Wght a,liwl?Li^,and 
and a wpljf jj^^jpencd to enter, bpih toga-.^^^,"^; X 
tnefj^ . into the yard bcloDging iq tlie hut s"^^'^* 
]jvherc I lay : tiiey.raiie4 .alternately thfek 
fore feet up, to t^ i^bpf^ Which I caultj^ 
«afily hear t^m . doj and they car- 
ried off tlieir provi(^oo. The jaex^ djtjr 
we were certain^ , by, ^b^ impfeffitm of 
lh«ir feet, which wa^ ftiongly marked 
ii> the iand, that they came together > 
and we dii^overed the place from whence 
thty had t4ken the two f0ics: and. do ' 
P doubt 
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1750. doubt but cadi of them fcized his ptef^ 
^^^* This was very moderate for two fiich 
voracious animals ; but indeed they had 
not pitched upon the fmalleft. I know 
not whether this remark was ever made 
before, that the lion and the wolf 
prowl together : yet it is not an 
uncommon thing; there are daily in* 
ibnces of it in thofe parts 1 aloK^fl 
. every night the wolf is heard to howl, 
dofe by the lion. The lame thihg I 
have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, 
in myexcurfions up the Ni^er; and: I 
ani perfcdly fure, that die wolf fre- 
quently aflbciates with the lion^ v^ith- 
out having any apprchenfion of cknger. 
Not that the fize of the African wolFj 
which is much fuperior to that of 
the European^ makes .any impreflk)n 
on the lion ; but the rcafon is, . he 
is no way tempted by the wolf's flcfh. 
And what confirms 'me in this opi- 
nion, is, that I never obferved, that 
t6e two lions which were brought up 

in 
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^•ithe viHagte of Senegal, tver attacked I750. 
th^ ddg^ that were expofed to them,.JJ!!L-. 
br thui fdl in their way, when tfiey 
trcre uni^hafecd} whereas they daited 
ihftantly upon the firft horfe, or the iwH 
child they happened to meet. ^-^--^ 

'A &w days after this vific frotn tbeboidn^ft 
fiov and the wolf^ wc rcceiTed another'' ^'^^^^^ 
&om a tigrefs*^ wMdi came to the 
. iamc ihut along "with her yoinag one, 
-Aiid iikewife .cataried off mm igSaes. 
TJbera need only dwfe two. inffences 
t0 fbcw Jiow lad^ and indifSermt ace indolence . 
ime m^roed) m re^rd to tm da^-groes. 
iQftge thefe ahimais ^ them, latid 
MiB dagger to. whidi their olwrii pct- 
4SansL ^are oontinuaHy expo^. When 
.jjtA alks tbem Jot .what r^fon tjiey 
jAo not eiii^r chace away liioie ani- 
iojib, or withdraw their ii(k ^ leaft 
an die tii^ 9 j^ejr arc iaicisfied wi^ 
aaifwms^, that all iihe world tnuft 
Iv^ sn^ that It ^ouM 1)e a greater 
Pa ila- 
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1750. flavcry ibr them to lock up Afir 

^^' fifli every night than to catch tfaetii. 

And indeed we muft own that the 

BOatry on this coaft k cairkd on 

with amazing fedlity* 

Their lands lie intirely uncultivatcid^ 
^thdr^ becaofe the &nd8 ire too^un- 
gratefbli or becatife, being accaftooodi 
to the Mung trade, which' cofe ihem 
left tiottble, they neg^ed all agticuU 
tnre, and rely ' on the Moors for 
cvcrf fort of neceflkries. Thefe peo- 
ple were here at that thne, and had 
Ivought their baggage and provifions 
with them, not loaded upon oxen and 
camels; as I had feen before to the 
Affctbc. «^fe of the Niger, but only on is£^ 
J»^^«^ fcs, of whidi they had great plenty. 
With difficulty did 1 know tins- arti- 
mal, he had fo fine a toat and lcx:Sped 
So haihdfome in comparifon to ihofe 
ioi Ear(ipe$ which I believe ne^erthe- 
left would inake as good a'figur^ if 

the 
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the djudgcry they arc put to, did not ^75^? 
^TMtly contribute to defcmn them.— -~- 



Tile hair of the Mooriih afl» was of 
n fiiie hright mcmfe colour, over which 
the black leather thong which is laid 
along their backs, and afterwards crofles 
over their fhoulders, has a^ very good 
kffcGt. Theie animals are ibmewhat 
larger, than ours, but they^ ha^ iike-^^ 
wife Ibmething in the make of their 
heads,^ ^t diflingmfhes them £rofn 
a horfe^ and .efpecially from a Bar* 
bary horfe, • which is the natural 
-growth of the country, Jike themfelvcs, 
but of a larger iize* 

I had fi)me time before ipent a &w chanaer 
days amcMig the negroes j but I* never grocs."** 
made fuch a long flay with them as at 
prcfent by mylclf, and remote from any 
communicatbn with my own countrymen* 
Then it was, that I had an opportu- 
nity of being perfcdly acquainted with 
their chaiafter^ cuftcKiis, and manner of 
P 3 Uv. 
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1750. living : I ^oiw even prcfeftt oncfc tt th^ 
. fc^' cgremony of marriage: but tl^ woohl 
snake mc digreie foo j&r fram lOjf 
iubjea ; I fhall only obfcrve thit in 
general they are very bumitne mxA 
hoipital^. 

,0th of The ninth of May, I rcteitaied 
P^^" froa Ben to Gorce, from Whence I 
^^^- fet out the loth of the ftnfiijog 
month for the ifland of SenegaU 1 
jHUytdnt ^^^^^^ the 15th at the har^ where 
liicbar. J ^^ obliged to Wait - for wind fouf 
whole days. The reader may judge, 
what uneaiinefs I muft have fufered u} 
a feiall vcflel, toffcd to and fro by 
the rolling billows. There I had lei- 
fare to conflder the furprizing el£e^ 
of the waves off the bar, and to di? 
re<a my eye all round hk, without 
perceiving any thing elfe but dawling 
fands on one fide, and the liquid 
main on the other* True it. is, that 
this faniea^is of furt^d vras variedt 
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a Utric, by feeing the pirogues of the ^75Q* 
mgjcDC fifccrmen, who ^ bravely ven- ■'.- 
tured over the bar, to bring us pro- 
viiions on board. Tho' the fea rui>$ 
very h^ upoa the coaft, yet thwp 
is a great deal of fiih in the road 
Our lailors catched . abundance with^^^»'"K«>^ 

grongjn. 

umv line, efpecially a fort of fea truih, 
^hicb is very common in that iet* 
This fifli 18 very ready to bite; and, 
as foc»i as it has. kid hold o£ the 
liook, it is pleafant to fee what jerks 
uid leaps it makes to get free ; 
to fUch a degree, that it invert 
its ftomach, which you fee iffuing out 
of it$ mouth in the fhape of a carp's 
bladder : thefe ftrugglings are alfo at- 
tended with a hollow rumbling, noife, 
which ' has given it the r^me of 
grmdin^ or grumbkr^ whereby it is 
known on this coaft,. 



^ A wefterly wind refcued nie from ^*^ ^^ 

« • t_ - • June, ar- 

this wretched fituation, and carried me v^^^ ^^<^ 

' ifland of 

-. P 4 OVerScnegaU 
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1750. over the bar to the iflind of 9ttm^ 

J"^: gal the 20th of June, I ftood .hi 

great need of repofe, n&a tt» fa* 

tlgoes I had undergone id my voyage, 

from which I fafiS:red much more, than 

I ihould have done from a long fit of 

illnefe. Everybody knows, that the 

8n*fick- ica ficknefs is a land of weakneii' 

uu^r^ or faiotncfs, which caufeth a nailfeoof* 

nefs and vomiting, more or lefs, ao- 

cording to the difierence of conftitutioii)^ 

cxpo&d to that ekment. Some p^o* 

pie are (lever feized with it: others 

feel the effeOa of tt but the firft d^ 

or two» and then it leaves bj^rjwad -it 

a ccr|;ain dizzinefs : others. are never ieizcd 

w^th this diforder^ except when tht 

rfca i( very much agitatipd, and the roOf 

tion of the 0)ip becomes cxtrea^ly viol^»fe: 

others, in ihort, and of this numbq: 

was I, are troubled with it the w|)de 

time they are at fea, in (hort voyages 

even of two hours, as^ welt:; as in 

Jong ones ; in calms as vrott as kx 

\ ' : ifcrmy. 
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fiorcOy wtelhfer/ Kolyaft and ^-ly^q. 
He ccmftitutions ^ are attacked ^th it J"°^- 
alt the iame: there are only fome 
particular habits of body, thofc of diil- 
dren^ for example, and perfons weaki 
bned by ficknefe, and - a few others i(x 
health, that are exempt froni it. fliit 
pf the latter, why fome fhouU be 
fut^^ to, and others free from tirfs 
iMnefs, is not yet known. The ge- 
neral utilky that Woald refuk from 
this knowledge, which/ in fo learned 
an age, might pafs for a real dif- 
fovery, defcrves die attention 6f the 
gentlemen of the Acuity ^, who have 
pccafion to perform a voyage by ffea, 
or an opportunity of making thefe 
ciperiments. If once the cixxtt of 
this malady were known/ ' fome 

^ To feryc the gentlemen of the faculty, 

wiio fhay chance ta fet alxnit an inquiry' into 

^c caule of this difordcr, I Aall infeft here 

1^ ftw rtwc remark* which I have made on 

thlSjfiibjea. I. Thofe who were fick during 

the 



J 
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1750» fafc preicrvative might be found ouf, 
.wiiicn W(rald render this clement ac« 
ceiSbie to perfbns, who^ with abi* 
lities and the beft difpofkioa in the 
world for fea royages,. are . often dii^ 
couragcd merely by this obftruc- 
tioflu 

To 

the whole voyage, the firft time they embark- 
. ed on board a middling (hip of 500 tuns, did 
noC fdel a cNsxiners or head-acb, till aftfer four 
boors were pcpired ; the vomitiog did not come 00 
till the feventh hour, and continued the whole- 
time of the voyage, which was two months. 
2. When I did not ftay long enough at fea 
to be troubled widi a vomiting, it feized me an 
hour or two after I went on fhore, whether 
I bad eaten or not At my Unding. 3. , It 
very rarely happens that a fea ficknefs pro* 
ducicth a fever ; it only difordcrs the ftomach, 
without taking away the appetite^ 4. I ob- 
fervcd that more women by far than men, 
cfcaped thb illnefti and raojre of thofc whtf 
are Ihort-fighted tjjian otherwife. 5. FinaUy». 
I took iiotice, that thofc who have beea 
Oiofi afflided with this complaint at fea, have 
always much better health on fhore, than fuch 
as feemed to be the moft vigorous and htmty 
«t fea. 
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175a. 
To fiidi a degree had this cq^plaint_il!!!l_. 
(which docs not however nwsct with JSj^'"*"^ 
its due decree of pity) ruined and^^*** 
fii^brdered my ftomadi, that, upon^^ 
my aorival at the iiland of Scne**^ 
gal, I faw no .other way to re-efta* 
blifli my healthy than by fixing my 
abode there, and renouncing all ica 
voyages, with a firm refolution not. 
to go ,to fea again, till nay return 
1^ France. Befidcs, I had rcaf<m to 
|)c fktisfied with the voyages I had 
:already made, as they had turned out 
fo greatly to. the advancement of na- 
tural hiftory, fo far a$ it regards the 
;fouthern parts of our fettlement: and 
the neighbourhood jof the ifland of 
Senegal, and the Niger, was likely tp 
furni(h me with many obfervations in 
phyfics and natural hiftory, which had 
efeaped me before. I ,ftaid therefore 
Aft this fpot feme years longer, dur* 
ing which time, befides thefe remarks, 
I had Icifure to draw a few topogra* 

phi* 
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1750. pbical charts, by which I : dcfigpcd 
>...,^"' ■ I to ftccr my courfe in my little voy* 
J^^tbe^ges. In the fcquel of this narm- 

jSifS'.^^'f' ^ ^^^ ^^^y ^^^^ "^*^^ ^^ *«^ 
"^sai- - raoft remarkable occurrences in thoie 

excurfions in the neighbourhood oi 

.4he iiland of Senegal. 

4tbofsep- I had been long defirous of mak- 
^L^*ch.;ing a vifit to the village of Kionk, 
i"i^J^ •which is in the wood, ifland^ within 
ietfS'^ league nortli of the iOand of Se- 
negal. Thither at length I went the 
fourth of September in a fhallop : 
hut 1 was not fortunate in , my re- 
turn, for, when we w,ere in the 
kniddle of the river, a violent caft- 
>vind axoft, which warned us to make 
the bcft of. cur way to land, ia 
order to avoid the impending ftorm, 
•And indeed, I had hardly orofled the point 
of the ff^ood IJland^ when the tenEipeft 
feurft. As it was irapoilible for me 
to . reach the /here, make what 
hafte I would^ aiid^ the , danger wa;S 
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imraincbtj I immediately made iot 1750* 
the iand bank, which joins this point !Z!!!L-I 
:to the Mflanid/ of Senegal. The nev 
grocs ^ bebriging to a * pirogue^ whidi 
liad beea alfo icatched in the ftorm; . 
'leaped ihtOvrfic water Up to their 
vraift oa 'this v^ry fand bank, and 
and ispheld it. againft the violence 
%of the waves^ whkih .had overwheltocd 
it in the'wbe^ning:. tkeid example wag 
fi^lowed ■ by the .fix negroes belonging 
to my flkllqj, and by teti other 'ffich 
^nd women palSbngeris, 'who jumji^ 
^d inamcdialely into the water, and, - 
dividing themfelves all round tlie bdat, 
fttpported- it againft the ' raging ete- 
bients. This was the /fureft way tp 
Kinder k from being ove^rf^t; of 
thrown upon the bank, where it woisl^ 
liave been infallibly broke to pieces : and 
-we had rcafon to be afraid of one or othti^ 
of" thofe accidents, the bed of the Niger 
i>eing confiderably widened iii this Ipot 
by the junftlon of its two branches, which 
foim a kind* of lake, pi^ lb fpaciodai an 

ex- 
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iyso. extent, as to be open one Very fide td raV- 
^iSlififcg tcmpefts* The prefent weatho: might 
really defcvvt that name, the wind ami 
rain being attended with fkUhes of light-^ 
hing and bud claps oiF thunfler. Notwith- 
ftanding that the ft^oes were fi> fcarefiii 
as to uphold my boat^ yet this did not 
iiinder it frohi niakihg a .fodt and a liaif 
bf water, pardy with what fell fmh &e 
iieavens, and partly ^ith the wavosi 
^ich ftmetim^ inWrapped'it in the 
form of a (beet, in whidi 1 was alio 
inveloped. Befides^ I waswafiitd, an4 
as it were, fcowered by the. rain, which 
the wind impelled againii: ma Vfith the 
Qtmoft violence : and it came £> v^ry 
quick upon me, as almoA ta take away 
_ sn^ breathy though I had Sheltered myfeif 
under <m9 of the iaildr*s cloaks. Thoi( 
ibc boifterou^ etemeots drove my nea 
^ocs and the boat with fiich f<»'ce, that J 
bq^ to be afraid both £>r them and £br 
snyielf. Yet ^qrdidiiot kt^ their holdi 
their courage fuppdrted them {upwards of 
two h^T% and pre&rvcd tis frokn rum. 

iThis 
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This wliirlwind begaa-at three oVlpck«ejp«n^|cr^ 
m the afteraoan, but did mJt jifford vcry dan- 
matter of obfervation^ till toward^ffS^! 
the ' end* The , Wind ^eafiog ^bout 
Avej gave us an oppqftunlty to fleet tO 
the north foiijt of the ifland of ScuegaL 
This was the neareft laod^ and J was in 
a hurry tp reach it, in order fo dry irg/v 
felf as foon as poffible; for the boat was 
ftill half full of \vater, notwkhfl^uodtfl^ 
tVe pains the ten paflengers h^ tafcen 
to empty, it, as faft .as the wit'vos 
broke over it, which was ^Imafl emery 
iiiftaat While we were adyanarffi.wiA 
our oars, there app^red a ph«nomcn<Ki^ 
whk:h 1 had never feen beibrc .& aear^ 
and whidi I do not remecober, ikat any 
writer has ever pi^ntionoA it. Tim was^a 
land of bjaUi: lik^ twtp a cekaan n^ 
fmoke^ th^ . ^turned round . iipcn iifelf^ 
it w« from ten ta twelve ^ifc^ 
broad, and about two inmdred and fifty 
in height I. its ba& W3i& upon the wa- 
ter, and ^n eafterly wind was wafting it 

. tOr 
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^750. towards us. As foon as the he^d^ 
sywnber. g^ .;fi - jbcy' Towoj as'lJard 'a^ thejir 
ioM to'ftVoid tt. -'They vf6ce better iii 
'^Aaiift^ than I #ith the danger/ td 
'^^H^h we -mttft havc'becn'ibrpofed, 
♦l»d- <hi8 whirlwirfa- bufft over tJs> 
^ ttfual effea being tS ftifle thbi^ 
«t inVeloped, trWi' heatj and ibme:. 
times to fet fbme of thdr hbu&s od 
fire } and they knew feveral inftances of 
'^people, who-ha(f loft their fives 'by 
the late acdflent They were" To fcr- 
tunate, w'tb'lbit^e' thiytilan|erous tAaeno^ 
t^. utenon upwards o^ eighteen fatnoois'Be- 
i^ui tfie fliallop^ and they coh£^tulaie4 
each^bthef np(Mt'hirving fb lacktl^ efcap- 
ied^ tdfreiit of fire, which By day- 
l^t<- appeared only as a' tkicV fixioke^ 
'tfit lieiae thttreiof, tho' at the^fjbnca qf 
'abovea1mn<h«d"feet,Va8 very %ocig, fo^ 
tdtnaketny dbthes Mckc,'th6* r^Hd not 
fame to (fry thftm. "'The atmo|>hcrc I^ 
>,- . . .; tJten^i degrttfof Eca't/and tWfc^^^ 
' «::.'■ AcwftuflWf fi^blte liflSlf aticiff k 

'•••• . ^' fifty. 
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M^» .to render the huiAidkjr lenfifal^ tp rr^t. 
us. It left Utmd it a very ftroos; ibdl, Jt^L 
moTQ nkrou* tbM> : fulpbttreoof « Wbtch 
annoyed us a i«f|g time. Mid the 

ftunulation la the ooftrils. TJUS'^C- 
cafioned (oaae to ,i^ee9e« M. Jn m^ 
it produced a heavMeTs and difficulty 
of n^gkaskai. ; ; 

in the .month of Marcb, in . l^ ,^.. 
year 17s i». 1 began, .^ takf?. ^j[*^«f 
p)bn of the jiei^|)bg4i^)^Q(;4 , ot, thf «rfioD**** 
ifi^^af §ene^|i. The. eighths I ff^Srf* 
(flit id ttiy pirp0g^ wit? my tmo Ofi-^' 
haiois, {the name j|J(Uslly ^iveo to tb^ 
negroe fiiheripen)\iQtendjng .to voaki 
a tour round, the illand , of. Sar, by war 
ter, as ][ was well acquainted. wk|k 
the Inland parts, t therefpre W90( up 
die Nig^r/ keeping cle& along the 
illand, up to its north^a point, m 
6^' to enter the mri^ of Kantai,j^^j^^ 
Whidji wafhes its eaftcni. flior«^ and tpftfiSI^ 



,Marcb* 
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.175I« trace tta cowfo^ As foon as F oitovB 
.it, I tt?»ght myfetf rtrtfecf in « fiflt- 
ipood; than in » river from fifteen 'te> 
twenty fathom^ broad j- fa -grcatty did 
^ abound witb fi&. * It wa£ a^ pka^ 
fore to- fell along a ftfeanr as'tranf^ 
parent and fmooth as ' gkfs; wfaife 
the banks were - planted * with very 
high mangroves, which afforded ^ vct^ 
dant (hade above the fpac^ of a, league. 
The fifti bounced and leaped on tvcry 
fide of us ', but what was naoft extraor-^ 
dinary; wherever we pafted, fon^e of 
theni were xcqptinually leaping into the 
boat. The largeft, as the beft /jumpers, 
paffed over us; but almoft all the 
middling ones fell in. As their mo- 
tions in whirling about, did vnoj; feeint 
riatiirar or voluntary, I examined iota 
tneni^]^ in order to difcover thjsir caufij^ 
arid I^ found, moftr of theni. -had* re-: 
cm^a.tnd, knprefliQn . of tectb.'w ioflQfi>, 

conctided, rfiat theylwd been purfued by 



tiie larger 'fifli, that wanted to *prey i/jfi^ 
upcMi ^6m. For two botes that I If ^pt ^^ . 
liHfjig along this marigef, I r^ckohcd 
two. hundred and thirty fiflKs called car^ 
pets * jj which were catfihed in this manner 
withput any other artifice. ThiSWaSa.mo- 
dcirate fiihlng to my negroes j asQieywefc 
cubaloti^ that is, fiflbermcn bytriade, they 
did not feem to be much furpriied at 
it : . nay, they told n(ie, that, when they 
fiflied for the large fiftx with thfe line 
or rpd, they let dieir pirogue ^o down 
the current of thef© little rivers^ and 
frfequeutly depended more* on th« frtiall 
f^h that were taken in this manmer, than- 
to the cjiance of the large ones. 

.Never had cortooramSj duckers^ andgjj^caiw 
falcon-iiflicr^, finer fport : artd indeed all f^^'^"^^" 
the naan^oves were covered with them, 
the felconwfitheri which the Jal^ffs call 
by the name of nguiarkol^ and th6 French 
.• ' \\ . .. a_* : . bjr. 

^ A fort of fiftiiike ^ ckp, but flibrten ' ' 



*tf. 
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by that c£ nanette, , k a \Axd abtioc 
^the bigne& of a goofe, wkh brawn 
feathers, excej^ the head^ neck, 
breiafti and tail, which are a bearu- 
tifal white. It has; a flrong hook- 
ed bill like an eagle, with iharp 
talons, incurvated in a femicircular 
form, which it ufes moft dexter- 
oufly in fifhing. It generally perches 
on trees near the water ; where as Tooa 
as it fees a fi{h draw near the fiiriface, 
it darts upon, and feizes it with its 
talons. I killed one of^ them, which 
made my negroes look upon me with 
a very bad eye, becaufc they fear and 
reverence this bird : they even carry 
their fuperflition fo far, as to place 
it among the number of their mara^ 
hus^ that is, of their priefts, whom 
they look upon asperfons facred and di- 
vine. Yet they were appeafed, when 
they 6w, I had got them a fifti 
t)f above four pounds, which this pre- 
tended marakeu had carried to &e 

bank 
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\xmk of the rivor, in order to feaft iT^i- 
vpoQ it. ..—....« 



There happened to me anod^er adven-tid of 
ttire^ of muc^ the ;&me nature^ on fhererf"e'^rt« 
22d> of April, at the village pf Spr. XSLil^tliw. 
was fitting on a mat in the middle pf ik%tvT ^ 
court yard, with the governor of thft. 
village, and his whole family; whea 
a viper of the mifchievous kind, after 
vending round the company, was draw** 
ing near to me. This famiJ^rity I^did 
not at all reiilh; and, to prevent any 
accident, I thought proper to kill it, 
direAly, with a ilkk I had in my 
hand. Inftantly, the whole ccxnpany ilart^ 
^hg up, made loud outcries^ aa If J 
had committed murder; and they all 
flew away, {o that the place was foon 4cr 
ierted. As the affair grew fcr^as, ^nd 
the report thereof was ipread over thp 
village, J laid hold of this opportunity, 
now that I was by myfclf, to put tfip 
vijper into my handkercjbief^ and to hide 
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175 1, itinmy waiftcoat|iocktt...Xhss tmsUw^^' 
April, j^^ method to make furc of this animal^^ 
which i$ fo difficult to be had ip that couht 
" try ; and at the fame time the way to 
dilm their mir<4s, by^rcnKmng it out* 
of fight. 1 was not very fafe wpon that 
fpot 5 and, perhaps, they would have 
done me fomfe mifchicf? but the maftcr* 
of the village, a man oi good &nfe/ 
in whgft houfe this whole affair badf' 
pa&d, foon r^efledted that both his ho^ 
HQur and intjQr^fl called upcHi him to 
quiet th« tvnwlt, and to -filencc the 
rejport. This he did ffl^vially by roieana: 
of h]^ a^thprity as "goyerflox ; ^ough 
his prudent coQdu<5l, apd his chara^er 
af marabou^ were of no iaxijX afliftaw^ 
to hini. This (pepimen %:ws how z?a- 
Thipc- louQy the negroes. are. attoclied to. their 
^7 f^- religion, and to tl^ejr fimerftitjous o\)fcrr 
vances. They do not look ujpon fer. 
pents as deities, y^t they refpeiathem 
enough not to kill them: they let them 
grovy" aB4 multiply in their huts, though 

t|iei^ 



^CQ^mm»l$ frequently cat tUfir ^kk» 17 5 1. 
cos, and dare tOiJiie.a$ it were with ^^^' ^ 
theoifelv^. Txue it k, they feidom 
hurt any body j they muft be either at* 
tacked, or. wpvinded, or trod upon> be^ 
fore they will be provoked to bite, 

■^ TtnofMsv 

* The 7th of MiJ', I fell down the fxcmfion * 
.Nigdr, in order to vifit the Marigotptrigntoi 
l)el, which is not Very far from \i% ** 
inouth/ The' wind vVa:s favdarablej and my 
flcgro€5, t6"av6id.the tfpuble of rowing, 
put up'thcif fail. A pirogue^ only thirty 
ftet m khglh^ could not want a very large 
faiiy, and' indeed they were not much 
at a'lols to' find' one. A negroe efeft- 
cda'pole, of about ten feet, in the fore 
part^ of the boat, and then fet another 
fhaaft ftick acrofs the top of it, whereon 
he hung/bis. /o/^. ThQi(^paam are very 
ufcfuh their fcape is fuch, that you may 
Qccafian^ly majce them fcrve for a fail, 
a (hepf, -^ bed govering^,. a cloak, a .petti- 
.' '" ' 0^4 ' coat,_ . 
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i75i« CM^ or- 1 ^^^ I caanot cxrfi^pafe t)te * 
■ V^\ fiymH^:^ P to au^ thing better, 
t!m^ that t^ a banner or ^and^; 
ajpdit. with the two bwer ends &ft«i 
eQfBid to each ^ fide of the « ^V^ 
jg|«^. The negfoe who was upoGi; 
the poop, ileercd with his paddle^ 
whilq^ the other manned the iail^ 
and turned it to the wind. Wkh 
this feeble aid* I advanced near two 
leases ,m Ids than an hour!s^tii^, 
and' airived at the entrance of the ma^. 
rigpt of Del, Juft where it 4ii<^^ 
idfeif into tlie Niger, it is, ftoppeii u||/ 






itftmnneeb^ a bar of land % whece the nveir 
wpbylbLjs'ibmctinics fo rough, when anorjp^ 
wind blows, as to )^\^d^^ 
pirogues (torn tnXcTU^. ^y pcppl^ cqn-. 
rcrted their matters To well,' that ^cy * 
gbt over the difficulty/ arid, after cohdu(^^»^ 
ing me through all the whuii^gs, of, 
the marigoti they landed mc^ at thcT 
village of Del, which was built on 
tiip «.tf«mity of a. banfe of iheWs, 
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tbat esnended dtar a- lea^ uT Ui^'i/I^^^ 
notthv^ard. It appeaitd . renMtkafii^, i^^ 
tbat thi$ bank was indrdy bare t^SSiL'^ 
the furface, ahd that all tHt (belli 
were of ohc.fpccics of oyftcrs. wHidi 
Iii|ad heretdfore lived on the mangrov^^ 
oF the neighbouring Martgots^ in iStfi^ 
ftme manner as I had 'obic^ved'.w 
thefc in the xvicv Gamhta^ 

The ica liad brought into Ac Ni* 
S?^r ^. prodigious quantity of Tea 
poumojts an^ wl^it^s^ whicli upon my 
r<:^nl i'md' leifufe to fee floating oqj. 
the water. TTie forincr of tliofe fifhei ^-^^ [ 
ve'knoifn iq \this country by the 
mpic of Tlcmifh «ps, and the latter by^ 
|hkt of fplehs ♦^ Nothing can bear a ^^^^^ 
UCjU'er reibnblance to a bladder filled with i^^^if^ ^"^ 
ai^ and painted a beautiful red^ than 
|he body of di^ gaknn You can hardly 

^ Uhi»'maritta fiiluta. pw^urea^ bblon^^ cirf* 
Ait feosifflBiis. iksn. Jm. Vri. L f^. 7. Tab. J^ 



worm. 



^ZS^\ 4iS^^. ;?^X: ^^^^^. .C^ ' ^. ^^ ^^ ^ 

r7^ri!i*^(^ a^id eight fillet 

warj^, jfo i^ryp^ ^ it we^c, for a halhA tc^ 

Mc bladder, whiqh floats above w^ter, and 

IS tofled to aijd fro by the winds. Thi$ 

^n,lmal, though unlhapen, and alxxioft 

y?ithput any fenljble motion, is cauftic 

to luch'a 'degree,' tRat, wB6|i you toud^ 

* it, you immediately (tcV'z'^zin as il 

VQij^ wpre^ burnt I Joqk pqe .inta piy 

nand . to ^niake ti trial , and ' helH* it 

tjir r legan ' to-*feei itf * cffja : this 

ropcared externally by a little fidhefsj^ 

lolbwed by >* pricKJng' a^ja an*iriflara^* 

mation, which *3Tcl' jiot** ceaiS'^^I four 

(lours after. The pain was ^^p^mun;- 

cated'.to' all th^ tender p^rts*r)f' the 

» ^ * ^body, as' to ,lhe iace, ana. efpixially lo 

the eye-brows, liy a very' Jiefider'.cpntatt 

*i* f 1 ' 1 * *M * **i "' '.♦-ij *^.**, j,.*5 

of the- h^i}d inflamed. . 

f reeau- Thc remarks I had made for fome years, 
A^'lhf'with'greslt attentioor ai^ witba pattteukr 
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idews, in regard to the heats of the coun- ^75^* 
try, ' appeared to n^ irrfpcflSan* €nbi%n to ■ . ' " ' i ' 
be enlarged, in fych a roanntf, as to render 
tiiein fufceptibJp Af compiriftfn. I fefolvcd .!..„ 
Aerefore toobferve, dbring the hotted 
days ih (he year, the degrees niarfcea by M, 
^ei?^^/^/i^r*5ifh0rnn[ometer, Vhen expofccf 
jSo the open air5,^nd thofe which a Icr 
pond inftniment of* the like nature* ^ 
would mark, during the fame time, ^ 
\h the {khds expofed to the ihn} 
M. jhdrioty who, befides, bemg ex- 
treniely w«U fkillcd m natural philofd^' 
]^y, is a vdry accurate ohferver, vhd ' 
d great afliftancc to me on this oc-i 
cafion c for he was fo good, as to be at 
equal trouble with me, whenever ^ 
Wanted a per&ii to make e^fpcriments' 
in €^ne place; correfpondent to thof? 
1^ 'wasf performing in" another. Such 
was the tribute we mutually- paid to 
the friendihip, which had fb clofely 
iinilecj us ev^r fiiice our youth. 



I 
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^ZIL^ I pitched upon the 4th of July^ to 
Si^xS'Mic one of thofc important obfervai; 
Jj«rf4e|i^s on thft ittand of Senegal. The 
iun was then diftant from our zenltb» 
m more than fqren degrees^ north, ^ 
diat it might be looked upon as yer*^ 
tical towards Qoon^-day. The Savanna 
whidi extends weft of the fort Su 
Lewis, like a great plain, level with 
ihc neighbouring fea, and expofed tq thje 
winds on all iides, cQsecially to the, 
lyeft, which. blew- ^Jul day^ aflS5»dcd 
roe the beft place I coujd 4^rc for my 
purpofc, becaufe it has no (belter. A 
little iand^hill a|x>ut four feet high, that 
ftoQd very ^ronvenicntly in 4|ie -middle of 
the plain, . was the fjpqt on wiuch, 
I {et zn cxfua thermometer before 
the fun, fixing the ball in. th^ 
fand. I pkce4 it towards ^cn .o'dqcja 
in the morning, and there it ftaid till 
tHrec in^ the afternoon. ,Puring thi^ 
whole time, I obferved the degrees of 
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afcenfion in the liquor of the ther- 17 ko. 
ftioifliter every five iriihutes. M. jin^^J^i^ 
^r/^r kept art accodht tlifcreof, ©ndcr 
a fmall flied of*' ftraw, whither I re- 
tired from tiifle to time/ to ikreen 
myfelf froiA" the rays of the- fun^ 
which made rny head' Very dizzy. 
He flaid * to watch this i|lilniment> 
and to make his obfervations, while I 
went to the fort, in order to confult 
another thermometer, ^hich I held 
contintially fufpended in the open air, 
in the (hade, eighteen feet from the 
ground, to" avoid the reflexion of heat. 
This marked 30 degrees for the heat 
of the open air, in the cbtdeft ex« 
{tofition of the ifland, while the other 
marked the heat of the iahd at 60 
degrees 4. I had put three eggs into the 
g;rbund, and covered them with ftwl^ „ 

where I left them about three hours. ^w»«- 
in order to know for certain what cf- 
fcQ, this heat woi4d produce upon them : 
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*^***^' but thf white ftuck a, little round tha 
fliellj^ an^l.difjr wer^ fii; for eatings, 
acQor^ii^ Wi^ cUp^ up(Mir tfaem; and 
fpund<^^a)) very -good. Tb^e is ^xaCoa. 
tQ bel^c tfiati if the tube of- the; 
t^noom^tcr, 1^ been long enough io; 
give more room for .the! liqoor tOr 
play^ it would have amended a great, 
deal higher than 6o degrees 4^ as I; 
perceiv^ \*afiej: wards, upon repeating 
thcfe obferyatjons- with other thermos 
meters graduated up to boilitig water^. 
rfhall. not deicant any furAer on. thefe" 
experiments ;.. it will fuffice at prefent; 
to have only hinted at than, as I in- 
tend to enter Into' a <nore,' minute de-' 
tail, m my trcatife Ijf obferyatiqiis pn .na-^ 
tufal hiftory; ^ 



i, 1 



^ofs^' The ninth of . September, dlere arafe- 

Violent ' ui the Hight a viblent eaA wind,'^ whidr' 

***^* brtmght orf a very heafvy rain, attended' 

with fuch'4'qmcfc- fkfhe^ of lighming;- 

tiiat they feemed to be one continued co^ 

rui^ 



>ufcdtioify *Yh5i'tHDr^ fcdrft >t''ilit 175 n 
feme timcMtt -f wo dil&i^nt ^^^^ ttife!2!!^ 
liknd of Sertcgaly 6ti6 %ii^\he fii^'dff^^^ 
a vcffcl ; fRdfrthfer' the -hof^ltll / -whiiili 
two hundred- fethonii' «>f -- one * aEnotKct ' 

cm the feA^^i^ajili rf-itlie Kige*^. TH^ 
which feft Jon th<5 ^ hofpitftl, * did' n^ 
9tfaer ^ hatfih l4hai^ tibikk^* tw6 -we^ 
dMC^CMksi to-the faiwc>paviIioi^^ knockl 
mg a few tiles off; the -top of tfie 
hQUf(, splitting fcf entlvpf the- rafters, and 
biording i threr ftoncson die; floor, wheft 
it ipenti.ttfelf on the* lime, witbouC 
h^rtifig.any cjfithy :6ck that werereiy 
^ear. Thcare was ibmething more , 
fcimi:k»ble..r>in, lArh&ta.iliappened / te 
the maft <)f(,:tl^e . ihipir.w'whichi ' wat 
^bout fotfty -feet jh^h,! »»d done . ail 
over witl^ ^p^tch: an4 ta^ c The- thundcf 
furrowed it two incites depp, hut wn-* 
equally, from one end to the qthar^ with-^f 
out touching the iron Work, the tack- 
IJHg^ or, ajiy oi the * f)itched cor^ge 
with whiph^ it was fiirrounded j and .it \- 
^ . , fpenf 
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I J p. ffitnt idelf on the quarter 40ck» whiicfa mS 
J£^^ covered with z large tarpiiding of ttudc 
cahvaft, alio dooe over with pitch and tar. 
it feeoM as if the rc^ brolce die vic^ems 
<^ the thunder, and divert^ it another 
waj. It is well Mown, 4m the oittfides 
.of thoie veflels are well fecured With pitdi 
and tar, fb that ^eir exbemal fiir£ice naajr 
be cooiidered as one condnoedlay of rofin. 
SlStflf" A nqtroe, who had been entrafted with 
2^."f ^ .the care of the flup that night, haying hht^ 
himfcif dowa to fleep in die back cabn 
hin, felt a fudden ihodc, of which dieret 
renaained very ftrong impreffions tl^ 
next day, in every part qf his body, I 
leave it to pbilof(^ers, curbus aboar 
thlsfiirtofphanioinena, to jvidge, whe. 
dier there can be a greater analogy^ be- 
tween the ordinary ef!e<^ of eiedrt> 
city, and thofe produced on this oc- 
cafioa by thander. 

puntins The waters of the Niger were fo 
t'i^r. fwcUed with this (torm of rain, and 

ru£hed 



ttijQxsd ton with fuch' precipitation, Aat I 
they Joofcned,. four or fiyi leagues. ^^ 
(fgtff, thence, > ; little ||ip of laiul 
Wl^^ch floated . along with the ftreapi, 
The nert mojning it wias ifeen, like 
another Deios, foUowiog the current 
of; tbje -Nigcr^ and* ftccring its courfo 
toyarjis the fca. fis' agre«d)ler vw- 
djuip, and the beautiful diipoiltioa of 
the trees with which k was cover- 
tscjl, gave it the air of an inchaiited^ 
ifland, and raifed a defirc in tha 
inVhitants of Sepe^ to g^t it into 
th^ir pofleffioh. Imrtiediately a boat 
'was fent, and overtook it; the fiil-^ 
ors fattened feveral ropes to the trees, 
sod.obligad it, fti J^tb of all the 
cefii^ce It co\ild make, to join the 
fand^ of Senegal. iThe whole village 
flodced to fee this'^ curiou? ilpeaafcbi 
never.' h^d they beheld fo ddighr- 
fuL all ifland : they all feemed ea- 
ger to go upon it| but were afraid 
p( its iro6t», which they took for 
R fer. 



y 
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17^1; fcrpcnts. I meafared it, ■ and 'fotitii 
fepftinbtf. j^ jjjjj f^^j. fjjtijortjs diameter: it wsi 

round, tud.bore only -a fpinous- dirob 
tea fret high, to which the negroes 
^ve the 'name of iilkur *. its roofs 
were extftm^ly do& and inter-twiftiil 
one within the <«hert they held" but 
xtty Httlc city tc^etHcr, which th^ 
water could ndt wafh 'away." 'The 
wood' of thb plant is a vaft' cfea! 
lighter Uian cork; the bhabitants >of 
the country make ufb of it in fifhing, 
when th«y Wairt to fwim over thef 
river, where it ht^ipens to be ^to<* 
txoad. .-•... .- 

: - . .. !■ .. . ■ , 

TheiHs- The negroes it,te all estcdKMt fwlm-*./ 
^^ thersj and nothing can -be' a ftrong* 
lent fwim- g^ pfoof of thts, 'thah the intrcpifflty» 
with whidi they txpofe theihfiSv^ 
on the bar. ' The t^nty-Bfth of 
the lame month,, I' wis 'on tbC' fci- 
IJhore, bufied in ob&Hfeg' tiie height 

* A new fpccies of fcfban. 



men. 
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of the. cquinoiftial tidcs^ when ^ Freoch 1751.* 
^*eflcl /artived oppofi» to the fort ^H 
c^ 1 Scncgskh The fbip's boat, advance: 
aJ, towards the bar ; .and : tharoi 
waked till fomc body from; Hmtc 
oatne^ to fee what dkpatdotcs it 
brought. The ncgroe^ who. waa 
ufed to this buJSnefs^ juoiped into the 
water to fetch the letters^ tfaoogh 
tliere vtas a greater fwell "than ufiial, 
becaufe the tid^s rofe to a h^her 
fMtch, To behold the vioknt a^-; 
tation of the fea, the billows rififl^ 
above - ten feet, and, then falling like 
fo many Iheets of water, with -pro- 
digious noife and weight, one would 
never imagine that he could pof- 
fibly fiirmouat them; yet he pafled 
them alU riding upon the backs 
of fome, and plunging under otbtt^^ 
where he feemed to be buried,^ till at 
length he happily got on fliore, wife th* 
di^che^ committed to his care. Nei-* ^ 
thcf is the fea the objcdt moft to bt 
* R 2 dread- 
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T75i« dreaded during this paflage; iiKrt ia^ 
;fuch terrible requiens on die bar^ that 
they ofteAtimes devour the £vers. No. 
doubt bat it wa8 owing to Tome ac«. 
cideot of this kindt that a negroe dis- 
appeared tfaia very, mouthy and was never 
more beard of. 



£fb 



Trembling Thc ocxt dav we catcfaed a fifli 
in the rivSr^ that has very Iktlc .re-« 
latioa to any of the known inha^ 
bitants of the liquid element. , Its 
body is round^ without icales, and 
(hoooth .as an eel^ but much thicker 
in proportiot) to its length. The ne^ 
groe^ call it euaniear, and the French 
trembleuK^ or (fisher ^ from the effecSt it 
prod^p^s^ which is no| a fiumbnefs 4ili^ 
t)ut triivjg^ from the cramp-fi(h, but ^^ 
very painful trembling ioth^ limbs of thoi^ 
who touch It. This efFeA did not ap,- 
p^r-pjp differ fcc^biy from the el^ri* 
cajl. motipn of the. ^yden . e:^>e^iment^ 
w^b i had felt fev^rai times : a&d it 



IS 
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k ^ominunicated la the iame manlier by 175 1. 
fimple conta<Jt, with a ftick or iron rod ^ ^p^^^ - 
£ve or iijc feet long » fo as to' make you - 
infbntly drop whatever you hold in your 
haod. I have tried this experiment fe- 
veral timies^ as well as that of eating 
of this fifh, which, though very well 
tailed, is not equally proper for all con- 
flitutions. 

The ifland of Senegal, as I have feveral 
times obferved, is no more than a naked 
fand-bank, which produces but a few 
herbs, and thofe iniufi^ient and improper 
to feed .the company's floclcs. This has 
obliged them to jopk out for a place, 
where the cattle might find pafture, 
and fccurity againft the depredations 
6F the ]Vtoors*and the jiegroes. Thele 
ailvaniages are in fome meafure found 
on a pretty lar^ge 21and, called Qr i^ 
ef, within two leas^ues north of 5c- 
ne^l. The convenietjcy of gettiiig^ to 
tills' place, by means of a finali, ci*. 
^ ^ R 3 vcr 



246 A V O YA G E ' 

1751. vcr of the lame name, and the Sgt«eV 
J^Z^able dcfcription I had heard of it, m- 
duced me to take a trip thither for a 
«dofoc- few days. I fei out the 2d of OdoBer, 
age to the by the lame canal, which is parallel to 
Chei. the principal branch of the Niger ^* and 
feparated all along from the fea, only by a 
narrow neck of land, about a hundred • 
fathoms at mod in breadth. It 'was 
covered with pelicans or wide throats, 
which moved with great ftate, lUie fwaqs 
iipon the water. Without doi^bt, thefe 
arc the largeft birds in the country/ nex^ 
to the ortnch. I killed one, whofe 
wing§, meafuring from one eqd to the 
other, were, afcove ten feet wide. Its 
bill was upwards of a foot and a half 
ton;^; and the bag^ faflened undcrn§athj^ 
held* near two and twenty pints pf 
water. This bag is not only tor 
filhine ; but is like a kind of call- 
ing net^ which nature hath given 'thofe 
tirdb^ to facilitate * the • rteans ' of * pro- 
viding for- their wants; It could 

not 



J^ptXp glvea to ajtiy ^ij jmal fhat kaows how ^ 7 5 f . 

.to n^akc better uff of 41, for they may be ^t^; 

iai4 tp fUh in perfeftion. They generally '^^^ ,. 

, 1 . 1 1 /• manner of 

iviitn , in flocks hi .c^ccp w^ter, and form fift^ing. 
at firft a large circle, but goptraift it 
afterwards, by drawing near one an- 
other gradually, in 6f der to bring the fifji 
along with them, wtiich the motiop of 
their feet has confined wUhin that fpace : 
and as foon as they fee a fufficient nuni« 
feer of them together, they plunge their 
^bill wide open intp tlie water, and ihut 
it again' as quick as a fifhernia? calls 
and araws his net. In order to empty 
ttxeir bag of the watet with wliich it 
is filled, they only lean their bill on 
one fide, and open it . gently 5 then the 
water runs out, an4 leaves the fiflfies 
dryj, which they eat very (quietly on 
■fhore. 

When w?^ were within a quarter ofp^fpea 

a league of the ifland of Grid, vv^f^j^^ 

thought we few a beautiful avenue of Grid. 
R 4 trees. 



14S A VO'Y AC fi * 

iTcf. trett, whidi prrfcots Htfdf fidcwwf»'* 
mmm, ^^ fymmctrjr would ctcn make xam 
ima^nc^ tfiat they were planted on pat^ 
pofe to fofm a ddightfiil vlftaj yet 
they «^ere only* calahafhea, fowa by 
the hands of natqre, and eafity 
known by their make and fize. Ex- 
p apt thcfe trees, df which ^here is a 

great number on this point, and a few 
man^oves, there arc hardly any other* 
on the ifland. The meadow is. on ibifi 
fame fide; on a r^ .find hill, which 
is fown here and there with a few 
fhrubs, and cfpccially wsith- tithymala^ 
whpfe, white flowers are agreeably in* 
termixai with tl^ lively colours of 
the.fupcrb lily.* by which they are 
topped. The reft of the ifland^.- h 
a ftnooth even plain, the greate^ 
part of which is laid under wateir du? 
ring the rainy i^foi|;.it js, uncpwed 
in the winter by<dr»ming t|\p watery 
into a iinall rivulet, which feems to 
.... . forni 

* A new fpccics of mthonk'a. 



fbcrn a littlk ^c m the ferger iflaod f7|i, 
ipf Grid. This jiaft bdancc^ the good ^'^^ 
tp^^s df &e odker; fof It produces 
only two Yom o£ plants *, of which 
the cattle <Jo , not feem to be very 
ibnd. . , 

After pafiing the rivulet tfiat fc-^j. ^ 

pafates the. Httie Ule from die krger^"»>- 

iflahd of Grle!, I fobnd" towards die 

north the vUliage of Dounn oii a reddifh 

tand, the\ground ibmewhat bigjher, and 

furprizihgljrfruitfuT. Proceeding ffili fur- 

tiwr librth,';! <aibe to 'the village o£ 

i^guiago, Irom. whence I perceivcdi 

\at the dHlahcc of a league to the right^ ^'^'^' 

the village of Torkrod, which is 

Teparatecl ftwn thence all the way, 

By'!a morafs. As this "morafs is full 

of water arid reeds, it abounds with 

aquatic birds, fudi as curlieus," wood- 

pcks, teats, an<J wiU diicks.'" the latter 

are 

♦ The marine crifia orf^ljoonria, and Linnanis'j 
<r^«. Sfei;. flant. f, JU^, . 



m<- F®*'^-*^ .^WJ:JJ5^ W? ^.little <M»- 
,9^1^ reijt frpmV «r. Eurppcan . wild du3t: 
there is foch, plenty of ^m in tms 
neighbourhood, as to cover a very large 
trad o^ ground: they (hew themfelves 
i>y thoufands, an3 you kill them as it 
were by thoufands. It is not uncom- 
mon to fee ^thirty of^ them drop at 
one fhot, andoftcntimei twice the num- 
ber. True it is, that'thefe lucky fhots 
are referved For the negroes : for be- 
fides their J being very gbodrnarkCnen, 
and their making ijic only of thofe 
large fowling-pieces called buccaneers j 
^d aiming ' at thole bird^ only upon 
level ground^ and, in "large plains, 
they have ftill another advantage over 
Europeans : they can draw near the 
game, by means of tjie coiour of tneir 
bodies, /which I?eing'\)lack from hcfd 
to foot, are confounded with the verdure 
of the . field j ^ whi^rpas thb white face 
of the Eurojieans, or tfie fmalleft bit of a 
flecve or neckcloth^ is perceived afar off 
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by thofe bird V- and the-Ieaft noifc in 1751 1 

the world frightens Adin away, before ^'^J- 
you conie within readi oftUem, 

The n^roes of thii pdgb6<mrHDod arc? Bcdt •f 
' obliged to lie on very high beds, irfofSST* 
order tahe (Ijieltered from Hkt mufketdes^ 
of which there are great fwafms, eipt- 
dally in this month* TJbeie beds* are 
from five to fix feet fquare, and confifl: 
of a double texture of flicks laid very 
clofe togedier, and fupported by four pofts, 
which ^ are raifcd eight or nine feet 
frbih- the ground. They mount this 
kind of platform hy ftep ladders, fk- 
fl:ened to two of the pofls perpendi- 
cularly Over one another. Thil fitua-p^^u^j^ 
tion is far from being convenient j for 
it is very difficult to afcend thofe 
ladders, mofl: of them being out 
of order b^ frequent niounting; and 
one's ^ foot is apt to flip towards that 
fide which they indirie to: yet the 
negroes climb them with great cafe. 

At 



J7SM M McP^jk^ Jm^^^j^ (or^,ut 

thelnfclv^'|9^%ir.p^fomi;^ There, they 

£ap and fii|oke, and chat for a great |nit 

, . "«^;thc j«ghfj,:i^^hij^, .i^Mj^ ac«p, till 

tl?«.F^utipq, to..fa<w j^<tpiit wk^ i^> 
ib ^ 4, J^ajK, .with, U)6m aad^. iq 
their ai«in%|. ^at ]$, alipoft eaked, th^ 
great Mt nflt .pPfr9J;itii)^ »»eV.t9 ^|;ar; 
apy. fort of gwpjent. X^e i|jij(ketoci 
indeed were not fo ttquhleicxqae hoe af 
lusher cover. $ ftlll ; 4)^ .i^c^d > 
1^ dfal of l*?Dd, '.^ evcgiXh n>0Wt: 
ii^ 11^ ipy Sxft- dls^gi^ed with ftij^a*. 
pljw. Thiv however,,_. did^not h^d^. 
ine ^atn pafling my. n^hts^ very stfffXj 
ahly,, / . : L 

J^t Sie. Befidcs the amufemcnt I received, from 
^ the fable» dialfgues^ and wi|tty A9f 106, 
^ith which th^ ifegjroes entertained ejfh, 
other .altcrnatcry^ ticcording^ to^^ thpir 
cttibm'} I wa« wviihed with be- 
. '^ ' 'hold.' 



hbWln^i %,e*er blue tod ferenc,gn<ihe^ 1251. 
ipangfed^^^tfafltosthafelBongfcilhwiththe ^^*^ 
bri^teft bi&re, ^iied on ttm pUtibrm, 
as oh a fmall obfcfvatory, open on aSi &ia^ 
I Leonid eafi^ acooinpiny cbafe luminaries 
tvith my eye. In their comn&on revolittioft 
iirom eaft'to.weift; Oftentimes, I did not 
laCc fig^df ihe^pper eiige of tile difk of 
tlie fan xad of the larger Jtar$, till tfaey 
plunged under die horizon.of the ocean'; 
and it vr&$ not , uncoouncm fer me, to 
pay the iapu: atttodance upon £>me 
Hbtrs, inudlk laebw the ftoond ma^i^ 
tode; tboog^ tbejr codd not be dif;- 
cemed afcer their rife, ^ towards 
tiae diird' br fourth' degree of their ^ 
tfcenfion ' ^x)vd the horizon,) by- tea* 
ion of the ystpauts^ which are soon 
frequent, upon land. * 

The negrdfcs likewife pbinted to raeThe«e. 
a coB&kraUe number 6f the Aais^^e^ 
that &tm the chief Conftellatidns, as^Xft^ 
Leo, Scorpio, Aquila, Pegafgs, Ori- 



<»i 



'* 



.1^51. an/ SirittS, Ptocyon, Spica, Canop^J 
"^' befidcs molt of ^ the pianett, where* 
.wirfi they were well acqoamted. Nay, 
jdiey^ went fo hr, as* to .^<liftuigui& 
4he fdntillation of the ftar s, .whioi4 
atJhattime bc^n to be vifi^^ie to the 
eye. It i$ amasing^ that fnch Sr rude 
and ilHteratt people flioold irs^.ia 
pertinently^ ia regard to tfaoie hea«^ 
:vcnly bodic$ : for there \ii^ no man;^ 
ner of doubt, but that^rwidi proper 4n-^ 
finuneots and a good*will». th^ wo<iIc| 
become excellent afk<xi(»)er$ $ by.reju 
ipn that. they. live in a climate .diat eiw 
joya a dear iky, almoft . the yeair 
iQfind ^ and^ ^ they ipend their timd 
oat of' dpors, they haw* all • mmBit 
9£ ^ coQTeniencies for ^examining, . eytfjf^. 
moment, into what pafies ia the ^^ 
ry regions. 

'^^nf- : A few days aftet my retoro'ttf 
*ucnri"' Ac iiaiMi\of Senegal, dio north ptrt 

Vunit. ^/j . / - * ^^ of 
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of ifhe ' village was burnt down l6 ly^ 
tiie ' ground/ The reader may cafily . 
irtlkgine what havock the flames, if- 
pccially, when fanned by a very ftrong 
north-eaft wind ' muft have made -ai 
Trtong a parcel of ftraw huts, that flood 
extremely clpfe to each other, and had 
been dried by the heat of the fun. In 
vam did' the 'inarabous* climb on the top 
of the cottages, and fpit into the 
blaze J in vaift* did they mumble over 
their prayers, ' and* adt a thoufand 
ridiculous mummeries : nbt one 6f the 
hitts, cvit Which they * pcrformecf 
thofe charms, efcapcd : neither was 
the fury of the flames* affuaged, till the 
inhabitants, finding the inutility of thofe 
foperflitious incantations, beftirred them- 
ielves with all their might, in throwi 
ing water and fand to eytinguifh the fire. 
The day following, . they endeavoured 
10 repair their lols: new cottages were 
r^ed on the ftoie fpot^ and in a few 

days 
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I75X- days there were bo veftigps icmainiQg qf 
\thft dama^ done byiiiis amflagiatiaii* 
So common are thefe accidents in this 
country, that I remember. fiwie years, 
whcftm not a month, nay fomtttuneanot 
above a week* or a fi^rtaight elap&d^ 
withoQl; one hut or another taking fire : 
and fometimes it (preads with &ch fury, 
that, in the fpace of five years, one half of 
the vill^e of Senegal, extedBn^ very near 
four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt 
down to the ground, in lefs than font 
and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe 
misfortunes, is firequently unknown, for 
diey conmnonly happen in the day- 
time, during the moft icorchlng heats 
of the fun : and the negroes are fo 
' ufed to them, that they ieldom lofe ei-- 
thcr their lives or eficds, fo ' that 
they expert them continually, without 
living under any great appreben* 
fion» 

The 
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The'ifland'of Sqf is divided into two 1751* 

tUK^ual parts by a {tiaaM mart got, the " 

mouth of which is oppofite to the fort on l^^^fn"* 



to' 



the ittand of Senegal I entered^ it the ^\ZtJ^ 
firft time, in my pirogue, the 8th 6f De- "^^^'•' 
cembcr. ^ This rivulet is fo narrow, that 
the branches of die mangtoves on each 
iide joio together, and form a kind of 
ifle or covered alley, which extends aU 
moft a q^uarter of a league in length. I 
paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees did 
ine, in fhfeltering the from the heat of 
the fun ; for in an inftant I was attacked vcry mueh 
by a prodigious fwarfti of mufketoes, and with the 
Jarge flies, * whofe fl:ings are as painful 
as thofe of bees. My negroes, being 
naked, fufFered infinitely more than I i 
their bodies were covered with thefe in*- 
fe£ts in fuch a manrler, that they made 
feveral rows clbfe upon one another. I 
really believe fuch a fpedacle was never 
feen before 5 arid that all thefe flingings 
drained them of as much blood, as they 

? Tabwus. The gad-fly^ - 

S would 
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1751. woold have loft by a copious bleeding, 
^^'°^' This canal muft hate been the grebt tho- 
rougfaftre for die mufketoes coming 
from the bottom of the wood, x/diich 
feecBs to be the general magazine of the 
country, from >^ence they ifliie out 
in fwarms, and %read themfelves* among 
the villages and other places inhabited by 
man or beafh 

Were it not for the above inconveni- 
cncy, this rivulet would be the fineft 
place in the world for a trip on the vira-^ 
»er. The breadth of it is from two to 
four fathoms $ with as masiy, and fome*^ 
Frequented tUHCS moTe^ in depth. It is frequented 
beautiful by a great number of bitds, a!1 excelllBig 
each other in beauty 5 and efpeciaily by 
feveral fpecies of the king-fiflier, whofe 
plumage is agreeably depiiled with 
variety of the moft lively colours. 
There you hear alfo a continue warb- 
ling of birds, with repeated echoes 
from the many trunks of trees, 
with which the banks are lined. The^ 

two 



Uccciiibcf* 



Confiderable 
mangroves* 
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two extremities thereof are flopped up 1751 
with a ihoal, which admits of none but 
^rogues to enter: yet taking the oppor- 
tunity of the tide, fliallops might be fent 
itp it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut 
down a coftfiderabte quantity of man- 
groves, moft of which are from twelve 
tb fifteen inches in dianieter, and might 
be of excellent ufe for timber to build 
hoaks. The bank at, the eaft end of 
^ rivolet is a ilimy fand, whieh is bare 
at low water* When I pafTcd diat way, 
h£ilf a do^en crocodiles ky ftretched 
out before the fun, immoveable^ like fo 
many pieces of log- wood, on the ground* 
Wheticver the negroes come near this 
place, they are fure to find thefe animals 
here; and thence it is that they call this 
rivulet the m<trigot of the diafiks^ which, 
ia tiick kmguage,* fignifies the rivulet of 
the crocodiles. 

To the right of diis fhoal, I altered FJAiogof 
*the mangot or Kantai, where the ne- or ica-cow. 
^roes were at that time very bufy in 

S 2 fi(hing 
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1751. fifhing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This 
'^*"^^' fifh, which has been mentioned by all 
voyagers, and which many have de- 
fcribed without being well acquainted 
with iti and which probably gave rife to 
the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo 
particular a defcriptibn, that I fliall be 
excufed from faying any thing more about 
it in this compendious narrative. There 
does not pafs a year in which the negroe 
inhabitants of this neighbourhood, who 
have referved the fifhery to themfelves, 
exclufive of all others, do not catch half 
a dozen, the greateft part of which 
they fell to the fort of Senegal. It 
is caught only in December , and Ja- 
nuary^ which are the moft favourable 
iponthSi The flefh of it is fine eadng j 
being of the colour of veal or pork, and in 
tafte partaking of both } but it feldom is fo 
tender. 

brcakJln Afcending the Niger, as we cimc out 

nTm.^ of the marigots of Kantai and Guiara, I 

faW along the coaft of Barbary the fevcra^ 

gutters. 
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gutters, which the fea had made the day 1751. 
before by daftiihg with fuch violence *.J!!!L!I' 
againft the fands. It was ftill high 
enough to pour its waters into the river : 
and what is very remarkable, in regard to 
this efFed of a fwellihg fea, is, its having 
appeared feveral years fucceflively during 
the winter folftice, and not in the cquir- 
noxes,' as if the tides were ftronger in 
that feafon of the year than in this, 

Notwithftanding that I made all the very Aort 
hafte I could, yet I did not get back to the 
point of the ifland of Senegal till fix in 
the evening ; and when J reached the fort, 
it was night. For in thofe countries, where 
the nights and days arealmoft equal the year 
round, they have but very little twilight, 
and there is not the difference of a quarter 
of an hour between fun-fet and darknefs; 
fo that, as foon as it is ten or fifteen de- 
grees below the horizon, an opake gloorq 
' fpreads itfelf over the furface of the earth, 
?ind it is then as dark as midnight. 

87 Pleafed 
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1752. Pleafed with what I had learned by * 
^""^ conftant navigation for fevcral naotrths 
fucceffively, in all the imsAl rivers of the 
neighbourhood <^ the ifle of Sor, I. was 
not willmg to lofe the opportunity c£ fee- 
ing their method of tillage, which was 
sTone TiU '^ ^ ^^ ^^^ beginning of the month of 
iL"fuV(L'1*f J^^^» ^ ^^^^ y^^» ^^ *^* ifland. Early 
^- in the morning, the 8th of June, all the 

inhabiunts attended the lord of the vil- 
lage into the field, finging and dancing 
as on a great feftival : Some ^ carried 
their tabour and pipes others had no 
other tool or inflrrument than a fmall 
fpade helved with a flick, which was 
bent in the middle, and long enough to 
prevent their being obliged to ftoq> tp 
Work. After they had all danced a few 
minutes on the very fpot, the latter, with- 
out interrupting the cadence, began ta 
throw up the ground with their fpadcs, la 
order to root out the weeds. During this 
operation they accorded ib well with- the 
found and mcafure o£ the inftruments in 
their motions and finging, that you would 

have 
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iiave concluded all thoie huibandn^n to ^752. 
be profelled dancers and fingers. It was , ^"°^ , 
plcafing to fee how they tofled their arms 
and legs, and into what contortions they 
threw themfelves with an air of content^ 
according as the found of the tabour was 
more or lefs quick, and as the guiriots 
gave more life to their fingidg. They 
were not to leave off working ti|l night j 
in two days they were to rcfume thpjr 
work ' again : and then their tafk con- 
iifts in digging with the fame fpade a 
few holes, into which they throw a few ^'"'"^ 
grains of millet, ova: which they im- 
mediately fpread the earth with their 
feet. When this is done, they rely 
upon the rains for every thing elfc, and 
they are excufed from all kind of la- 
bour till harvcft-time. Their hugans^ 
for f*K:h is the name tl:bey have givea to 
their ploughed lands, arc generally en- 
clofed with a bed^e of thorns, or a kind - 
. of tithymallus, or herb fpurgq, whkfe xithymaiiu. 
is never very large, nor tall. The 
bark of It is fo white as to render it r^ 
&- 4 markabic 
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markaUe above all other trees. It grows 
very faft after the manner of all foft wood, 
and when cut, it iheds a large quantity 
of white thick liquor like milk, which 
^ow$ in great abundance. 



Birdfofthe When 'thefe hufbandmen were fet 
about their work, I left them to go ^ 
ihooting as far . ag the village of Sbr- 
nguiann, which is within a fmall half 
league of Sor, or Sor-baba. I Idllcd 
fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, 

pooft. and a few geefe. The geefe of this 
country, which the negroes call bitf^ 
have nothing pleafing in the colour of 
their feathers j but they are remarkable 
for a large bunch on their head, 
crowned with feveral caruncles, which 
ferve for an ornament. Their (houldei^s, 
juft on the fppt where the inflecflion of 
the wing is made, are alfo armed 
with a horn like a prickle, near an 
inch in length: and they ufe it very 
dexteroufly againft birds of prey that 
ijvant to attack them. 

My 



TO 8ENEGAL;Sfr. 
My courfing was greatly improved by 
the difcovery I made, keeping along the 
bank of the neighbouring marigot of 
Sor-baba. There were frefli traces im- 
preffed in the fand, which I eafily found 
to have been made by a crocodile: this 
excited my curiofity : I wanted to follow 
the fcent, in order to find out this ani- 
mal; but ajfter feeking for it in vain, I 
came to a place about fifty paces diftant 
from the rivulet, where the fand feemed 
to have been difturbed. My negroes judged 
that this might be the place where the 
crocodile layed its eggs; and they were 
not ;rriiftaken: for, after digging about 
half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which 
they carried away, intending to make good 
cheer with them. They were hardly 
larger than goofe eggs, but caft a fmall 
fcent of mufk, which would doubtlcfs 
. have been very agreeable to thofe who 
like that fmell. 

I had been now upwards of three, years 
in the country without having had any 

opportunity 





the iim 
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opportunity of ieeing due Ume^Jtiln^ This; 
k a place to called from the Ume m^ 
oC ihells, of which there is pror 
digious plenty in that neighbourhood* 
As it is on the bank of a £cnaU river, which 
communicates with the Nigier> the pa£r 
iage to it^ from the ifland of Senegal, is 
aoAognt. ^y ^ water. I arrived there the 20th 
Voyage to ^^ Auguft on board a veflcl which w*f 
going to load with lime. Tbia i& one 
of the mod delicious countries upon c^rth» 
being diverfified with large pUias, ag^e-* 
able valleys, excellent pafturage at all time^ 
for black and for fmall cat^> and with 
little rivers, the banks of which are cor 
vered^ with mangtDves and otl^r tre^ 
in perpetual verdure. The ^bi^f of thofe 
rivers bears the name of the limf-marigoi ;■ 
it is large, and very full of fiih^ ^bound^ 
ing eipocially with 0oe m\h carp,. afl4 
Fub called mocAeiram. The latter is a very good fi£bi» 
and extremely fat; but it. is dangerous 
while alive, being armed on the two fins 
of each fide, and on that of the back, 
with a very iharp dart, wherewith it 

wounds 
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ifroundfi thofe who attempt to catch it 175a* 

Thcfe wounds are venomous, and diflkult '^'^'^^ , 
to cur ^. 

Gobg aAore on the fouth fide of this ^** 
msHgat^ I found myfdf on a bank of 
ihelk, where a number of lime-kilns bad 
been dug veiy near the fea-fide. This 
bank, tho' bare of earth, was covered with 
a very thick wood ; there were even fomc 
calaba(h-tree6 of above three feet diame- 
ter. I kept wa&ing anaong the fliells zb 
'fer as the viWtge called Montel, which is 
more than half a league from thence foutl^- 
ward; and I came back another way, in 
carder to difcover the brcaddi of it 
What diverted me moft in this .ex- 
pedition was, to fee the maiuier in vduch 
one of my negroes kilkd a crocodile fevcn 
feet long. Having fpiod this animal afleep 
among brambles, at the foot of a tree 
that grew near the bank of a river, 
approached Icr wftiy as not to awake «^^' 
him, and then ftruck him very dexteroufly 

with 
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I752* with his knife in that part of the neck 
^"^^ where there are no bones nor fcales, anJ 
pierced him nearly quite through. 
The animal, mortally wounded, and curl- 
ing himfelf, tho' with fome difficulty, hit 
the negroc on the legs with the end of his 
tail; and fuch was the violence of the 
blow, that he laid him flat upon the ground. 
The latter, without letting go his hold, 
role up again immediately ; and, that he 
might have nothing to fear from the cro- 
codile's devouring jaw, he enwrapped it 
with a paan, while his comrade held the 
tail, and I got upon his body in order 
to keep him down. Then the negroc 
drew out his knife again, and cut aS 
th^ head quite clean from the body. This 
expedition was foon over. The negroes 
did all they could to drag the body of die 
crocodile as far as the veflel, for it was 
too heavy for them to carry -, but finding 
their endeavours ineffedhial, they got it 
into a boat in order to put it on board. 
By this exploit my negroe acquired high 
gpplaufe from all the laptofs of the veflel, 
I and 



Augoit* 



eatea« 
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and from the neighbouring inhabitants, \75^^ 
"who had been long acquainted with his 
dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They 
did honour to their prey ; for that very iti Adh it 
evening they eat feveral flices of it. I 
tafted fome, which to me did not appear 
to have fo ftrong a fcent of mulk, as it is 
generally faid to have, and I found it 
tolerable good eating. 

. The day following I made an excurfion 
on the other fide the lime-marigot^ and 
was not a little furprifed to find a great 
number of hills of red fa^nd. upwards of 
thirty feet high. The * w?«i, the "^detbars^ 
and feveral other fruit-trees, gave un- 
doubted proofs of the fecundity of this, 
foil : . I faw chameleons on ievefy fhrub, 
and when they were touched, they changed 
from a green colour into black. They 
had fine fport at that time in hunting pf 
grafs-hoppers, with which the earth. was 
in fome meafure covered: for it is a 

? New fpecics of trees never yet defcribed. 

miilakc 
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1752. mHbke to imagine that this aoknal do» 
not eat. Let not its meagre body impofe 
on us : as many ts I found had their flo- 
machs filled with butter-ffies^ and cipeci* 
dly with grafs-hoppers; which (hews 
that they do not faft io rigidly as the 
vulgar formerly imagined : but this is not 
die only error from which they ought «>, 
befetfree. 



Ofinioo of 



^^ To return to the banks of oyfter-fijells 

i^f5?n> which cover the linse-fields upwards of 
"^JTL half a league; the negroes have aUb 
IJSS^'*' their prejudices. Some of them tell us. 
that this bank was the work of monkeys 
in former ages ; and that thefe aaimalfl^ 
being then more numpcrous than they 
are at prefent, eat up thdSs oyfters* 
Others will have them to be the ihells 
of oyfters which their fore-fathers 
fmoke-dried) as they themfelves ufed to 
dO) not a great many years ago, when 
liie mapgroves of this river fumiihed 
them with wood, as. thofe of the river 
Gambia do, to this very day* The 
2 French, 
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French, who iiave examined thefe banks^ 
and heard tlie reafbnings of the negroes in 
regard to thefr formation, are of the latter 
opinion. But even were we to grant 
both thefe points, ftill they will be puzzled 
to account how thefe fhells fhould be ar- 
ratrgcd thtrs in the regular manner we find 
tiiem, without ^ny iniermixture. Be- 
fides, the quantity t)f c^ers that could be 
fticBed and dried in a day, is fo' very fmalt 
in compatifon to theimmenfe heap of fliells 
in queftion, and would fuppbfe fuch a fe- 
ties of a:gcs to form this bank, that the 
t\m^ Icffeih iBl pfrobability m the fuppu- 
taticfn. Without having recourfe to fuch 
precariotrs proofs, hi order to explain m 
what manner this and iudi <«:her heaps 
iofihd[ls.hatr6 been formed, we have only 
to reSeft on what pa'fFeth in the river 
Gambia, where the oyfters ccMifideraljly 
mtiltiply on the roots of mangroves, 
a:rid m feveral parts ' liave formed 
'Wsrry high banks of ihells: and vfe 
Iftiail have reafoh to believe, that thefe 
fpots were formerly the heds of rivers, 

where 
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where theoyfters alfo lived on mangroves j 
that thefe beds fucceffively changed place, 
and that the fea retiring left thefe banks 
bare, and upon a level, eight or ten feet 
above its furface. 

J^fXiTof The 23d I returned to the ifland of Se- 
^"^^' negal in my pirogue : though it was very 
light and tottering, yet I chofe rather to 
make ufc of it, than to wait for die con-' 
veniency of the veflel that had brought pie 
from thence. My negroes ftrove who 
{hould fwim the faflefl, and recondudsd 
me, in lefs than two hours, two leagues 
and a half, which is the diftance from the 
lime-kiln to the ifland of Senegal, Not- 
withftanding the roughnefs of the water, 
and a ftrongguft of wind which blew from 
the eaft as we got out of the niarigot j yet 
not a Angle wave broke in upon us, nor 
did we perceive the leaft fprinkling, be- 
caufe we were flieltered under the man- 
groves. The wind was now quite down, 
and there were only a few large waves 
here and there, when a pirogue put otf 

to 



overfet. 
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to crofs the river: the pirogue w^s fmall, 1752. 
and had three men in it j two of them J^]]^ 
rowed with a paddle, during which ex- 
ercife they fung a kind of fong, the bur* 

•^cn of which I heard at a great diftance, 
and it was not difagreeable. The ne- pirogue 
groe, who fteered with his paddle, was 
probably in the feult; or elfe he, who 
was employed in the middle to empty 
the water which entered the pirogue^ 

.inuft have inclined too much on one 
fide, and deftroyed its equilibrium ; or 
whatever other caufe it might be, the 
boat overfet, with the negroes in it. 
Though they were very adive fel- 
lows, they had all the difficulty in the 
world to fet it right agab: yet, at 
length, by pufhing it backwards and 
forwards, and ftill continuing to fwim, 
they emptied the water out of it, and 
got into it once more. In any other 
circumftance it would have been a 
diverfioh to fee their manner of ac- 
ting, as well as the dexterity and 
ftrength with which they extricated 
^hcmfelves out of danger j and it may 

T be 
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1752. be iaid, that they fucceeded extremely wdL 

^°'^' This accident is not uoGommon ; hut as 

they are ail excellent fwimmers, there is 

00 inftaoce that any of than ever pe* 
riihed. 

^J^ Towards the middle of AenejBt month, 

1 had a prefent made me of a yoimg &r- 
pent of the gigantic fpedes. This pre&nt 
gave me great pleafure, bccanfe it rm& the 
firft of the kind that I had £s^ ; and I have 
ftill preferved the ikin of it indre in my 
cabinet. It had been lately cwght in the 
marigot of the iiiand of Senegal, and was 
yet quite alive. The length of it was 
diree feet and fome what more: its 00* 
lour was a yellow livid ground^ w^ 
a lai^e blackifli band all along its back, 
on which were fcatterad a few ydtew 
irregular fpots. There was a ^fiincfe 
over its whole body, which gajve it 
a fmooth polI(h 0s if it was vamiihed. 
Its head was neither flat nor tariai^^ar 
like that of a viper, but rouml and fbiiie- 
what long. This ierpcnt^ £i^l as it was, 

gave 
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gft^«ie t fufficimit ided to jdiiUngui^ it ^7S^^^ 
{torn ^1 the oitber fpeci^s j yejt it was qnly 
an ipiperjfe^: r€|)refca)ta^on of the Urge 
ctticsi, of which I ihovld neycrhavieforxped 
Ki ad^i^ate notioo^ if a )itt^ while after 
they bad not lyought vk^ at difi^c^t 
times, -two of a roiddliog fi«:e, the l^geft 
of whkk was Iwentyrtwo feet aiyi a few 
Mches l^wg, and eight inches jbcoad. Hhc 
colour of its fkin was a <iark grey, with a 
lew }dilowt& tines JEK)t very apparent : the 
Ain, ftretc^o} out, was f^m ^^ itod 
twenty to fix aad twenty iodhej broad* 
Th^ieft it with me iotire, wi^ a lKc€ of 
its iie&, the remainder of which w^s ^9 
fervjc as a regale for fcveral dayJi, itQ *h€ 
perfon who caught it, togotbor wiith the 
reft of the village. The head, w^ch wap 
SMto it, was of the&sne'6ze as tJiiat of a 
t^rocbdfle &om &ve to f^iK f4«t s .^ts ^tqq^ 
-were upwards of half AU inch ;}oqg> ilroBg 
jaod /fliarp ; and Hs ttbroAt wi^s more thtta 
sxMe oaou^ to ^wallo5¥ fi hare^ or even, 
a pretty large dog, without having any 
occafion to chew it. 

T 2 By 
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1752. By feeing thofe two ferpents, whichi 
J^^ ' according to the teftimony of my negroes 
and of all thofe who had beheld great 

SiK of the , ^ , ,/•.,./- 

urgeft. numbers of them, were but of an indif- 
ferent fize, I bad no longer the leaft room 
to doubt of the truth of what I had Jieard 
a thoufand times in that country, and 
which I had always looked upon as a 
fable. Even th^ negroes themfelves, to 
whom I was indebted for thcfe, affured 
me, that I had feen nothing extraordinary, 
and that it was not unufual to meet with 
fome, within a few leagues eaft of the 
iiland of Senegal, as large and as long as 
the maft of a common fhip. The peo- 
ple of Biflao told me, they had feen fome 
in their country, that were a great deal 
longer than mafts. It was not difficult for 
me to judge, by comparing their accounts 
to the ferpents I had before me, that the 
largeft of that fpecies, upon a juft com- 
putation, muft be from forty to fifty feet 
[ long, and from one foot to one and a half 
broad. 

The 
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- The manner in which this animal feeks 1752. 

his prejTj is not left extraordinary than his ^^^^' 

enormous fize. He lurks in moraffes and ^ 

The manner 

places not far from the water. His tail 'l""^}^^ 
is curled two or three rounds of a circle, ^"' f'^y* 
which include a circumference from five 
to fix feet diameter, over which he rears 
his head with part'of his body. In this 
attitude, and as it were immoveable, he 
throws his eyes all round, and when 
he perceives an animal within reach, he 
darts upon it by means of the circumvolu- 
tions of his tail, which have the fame effea 
as a ftrong fpring. If the animal he has 
feized is tooiarge to be fwallowed up in- 
tire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or 
a large African ram) after giving it a few 
bites with his defl:ru<aive teeth, he cwflies 
and breaks its bones, either by i^ueezing ^ 
it with a few twifts, or by prefli|tig it. with 
the weight of his whole body^^ which he 
Aides over its then he takes it up again into 
his mouth, and covers it with a frothy 
fpittle, to render it moreeafy to fwallow 
without chewing 5 for he has this in com- 
T 3 xxion 
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1752. men wifb a great many more ferpents axid 
^''"^' Imrds, Whkh rterer dicw tIkJir food, but 
fwallow it up kitife. 

Thdr mfe. This tnonfter, terrible ad he th^y feeu 
by hi^ fize and flrength, does ncft tMke 
the ravage that one would naturally ima- 
gine. He is eafily difcovered, by r€afon 0f 
his voluminous fize, from f^rherite arifttlk 
the fccurity of anirtials weaker than hi«l- 
felf. His body, wreathed in fpiraJ curfew 
appears at a great diilftnce like the brink 
of a well ; and this is warning enough td 
travellers) and even to the cattle themftl^s, 
to turn another way. We tttfver beir 
that he attacks the human fpecieS; at 
leaft, examples of this fort are very rare. 
Befides the hunting of large animals, fuch 
as horfes, oxeii, fta^s, and other the Kke 
. quadruptec^es, Whofe fafety depehds upon 
their leg^, is not very agreeable to him, 
either becaufe he finds it too troabtefoftie, 
or it is not fo fure, or their flelh is rtdt 
Agreeable to his palate. Hfe is much better 
picafed with devouring other ieffer ferpents, 
2 ' lizards. 
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lkz»rds> and ^fpcciaUy toads and locufts> ^75^* 
vrhich fccm to rife in clouds iq this coun- \ 

try, only to iatkfy his all-devouring jaws. 
Upon the whole, it may be faid of thefc 
ferpents, that they do niore good than 
harm, finice they cleanfe the earth of an 
innumerable number of noxious infedls and 
reptiles, which would othprwife oblige the 
inhabitants to deiert thofe fruitful Cjcwptries, 
where they are now fettled : fo that it is 
the intereft of the negroes, to fuffer thofe 
xnonfters to live unmolefted^ 

But to rcfume die thread of my narra- ,^oaobcr. 
tion : The aeceijky I was under of return- Excurfion 

• . 1 /• 1 1 . ^.y. totheWood 

mg ten times to the lame places, and m dif- ioaod. 
^ent feafons, gave me an c^pottunky, 
the 1 2th of the mooth of Odidpcr, of jdif- 
covering a thing which was very remote 
from my thoughts. Croffing, at leaft the 
twenticdi time, the Wood ifland, in order 
to reach the village of Kionk, I perceived 
feverai fmall fi(hes in morafies formed by 
rain-water. They were all of the fame fpe- Rbacho; 
ciesi Mid, by daeir lively red, I kuew them 

to 
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1752. to be the Icffcr kind of roaches. The r^^ 
had fubfided, and the water was beginning 
to dry up in thofe ponds -, a fare iign that 
the fifti were not Ijong-livcd. They muft 
have died very foon, for I £kw the ground 
two days after, when the waters were 
dried up. One would imagine, that the 
fpecies was lofl for ever in regard, to that 
particular fpot -, but, far from it, the 
next year new ones appeared, intirely like 
thofe of the preceding years. Here is a^ 
fad the more worthy of notice^ as it- 
does not appear by what means the fifli 
could be conveyed to that place) for, on 
the one hand, the ponds, though deep, 
have no communication with the waters 
of the Niger, which is about three hun- 
dred fathoms from thence; and befides, 
this fpecies of fifti is unknown to diat river: 
fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of 
the aquatic birds (hould bring away the 
eggs. Surely, no bo<^y will pretend to 
fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every 
year in the bottom of thofe ponds, where 
they are prefcrved during the nine months 

of 
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of d«>ught, till the return of the rain ; be^ 1752; 
caufe the fame difficulty would ftill fubfift ^"^^ 
in regard to the origin of the firft. It 
would be at leaft equally abfurd to ima- 
gine, that their feeds were conveyed to 
other places by vapours, which, as they 
fell down, fcatt^ed them here and there 
into different bafons. 

I Aopped on this morafs no longer than He«rriTeaat 
^vaS neccliary to crofs it, becaufe it was kiooIu 
very late. Thence I proceeded to a fine 
country, where in the raidft of a prodi- 
gious quantity of uncommon plants, the 
nardjus ceylanicus ^ diftinguifhcd itfelf, as 
well by its agreeable flavour^ as by the 
whitenefsof its flowers. I arrived at Kionk 
juft as the night came on, which the muf- 
ketoos made me pafs very difagreeably, inconwiii- 
Notwithftanding all the precautions wHch themuikc- 
the governor of the village had taken to 
fcrcen me from their purfuits, by making 
me lodge in one of his own huts, newly 
plaiftercd with mud and cow dung, and 

filling 

* NarciiTus ceylanicus, flore albo hexagono odorato. 
Comrn^ Hort, Amfi. W. /. fag, y^.-tab. 39^ 
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X752. ftUing k all night with fmoke; ftitl there 
^^^'^' . entered a fuificient number of tbofe noi- 
ibme infeds to drive me alme^ mad*. 
This, together wkh the ftink of the dung 
and the fmoke, infupportabie to airf other 
of the human fpecies but negroes, obliged 
tnc to decamps I ran all over the village 
from hut to hut, to look for better quarters. 
Whereever I entered, I found the beds all 
full : without regard to fcx, age, kindr€d> 
Tkeoegroet Or condition, they all lay promiicuoufly 
cttoifljT* ' fide by fide, fometimes five or fix, and even 
eight in the fame bed, naked as they came 
out of their mother's womb. But what 
fiirprizcd 'me the moft was, the profound 
quiet with which they fiept in the midft 
of fo thick a fmoke, that one would ima- 
gine it muft have fuffocated them. Infliort^ 
after rambling about a good deal, I had no 
other refource left, than to fay rayfclf 
down in the open air on two mats, ex- 
tended between two fires : and even here, 
the muflcetoes made me pay very dear for 
a few moments of reft. 

With 
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Widi iitipadetice I waited for day v and 17 S^^ 

as foon as it began to peep, die lord of the ^ 

village, dcfirous erf dircrting me with t ^tmukt. 
walk, conduded me into his gat dens. The 
whole D^hbourhood was very agreeable ^ 
the fallow gnMifids formed large mea* 
dowS) checkered with mangrmes and ca^ 
laba{h-tree$> which made a delightful 
landfcape* At that time the fmall millet, 
which the negroes liv« upon, and which 
in their kfigaage they call dodigpufi-mml % 
(hewed its golden ears. The grain was 
almoft ripC) and drew an infinite ncunber 
of birds, that made a v^ havodc^ in 
ofdeif to £:are them away, the inhabitants^ ' 
. had crofled their hufom witfi a great num^ ^^^^^ <»^ 

*^ O 'the negroes 

bet of threads, to which they hung (hells, J^^^^gl^* 
bones, and other fuch bodies, that are apt 
to make a noife upon the leaft- col^ 
UfioA. The whole was to be put iti* 
motion by four cords, which were 
fVi'etched to four comers of the iiekl, 
where juft as m»iy women of children 
kept watch V upon (heds or covered pkt- 

f Fanicttinlndictun, fpica longUEma. C. B. Pin,pag. ij. 

forms. 
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1752. formSy from fevcn to eight feet high, and 
each of them drew a cord, asfoon as they 
faw the birds come near. Befides this 
noifc, they made a loud hollowing, and kept 
clapping their hands. This watch waa 
to continue till tlie millet was fit t9 cut ^ 
yet in fpite of all their care and vigilance^ 
they were often deceived by the feathered 
plunderers/ Smdllierigalh, black and red 
iparrows, and other pretty birds, which 
change their colour once a year, and 
which the French call finegalisy flocked 
thither every morning in vaft numbers* 
But the mod terrible fcourge of all wa& 

Ooodt of a large fpecies of yellow and black fpar- 
rows, clouds of which fell like hail upoa 
the grain j and when they had fpread de- 
folation in one quarter, they flew to an- 
other. Let their ftay be never fo fhort^ 
and very often before the negroes had time 
to put their fcare-crow in motion, thcfe 
birds did irreparable mifchief. I have 
read in fome relation, that the -Egyptians 
have no other remedy; but either they 
muft fow more grain> or the deftruc- 

tive 
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tive fparrows muft he Icfs numerous in 1752. 
their country, fince we do not hear, that ^^^^ 
they occafion famines fo frequently as 
among our negroes. 

Near thofe fields of millet there were 
lougans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water- 
melons, French-beans, and other legumes. 
Each of them was inclofed with a hedge 
of branables, with which was entwined 
a fpecics of wild cucumber, known in 
the country by the name of moi-moi *. ^^:^ * 
This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit, ^»^^ 
which is of a fine coral red when^ it comes 
to full maturity ; and fome of it had been 
plundered by the ferpents, lizards, and 
birds. My people perceiving the fruit, 
gathered a good deal of it, which they pre- 
fented to me, after tafting of it themfelves. 
I had known it a long- time 3 and had feen 
the people of the country eat of it often ; 
nay J had feveral times eat as many as a 
dozen, to quench my thirft in the violent 
heats, without ever feeling any bad con- 

fequence, 
• Bryonia folio angulofo acuto glabro. Burm. fhtf. ^ 
ZeyLpag. 48. tab. l^* fig. I. 
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1752. fecpience^ or the ietft iiicon?tiiieiKy : but 

^ 1 ifiat day I thought proper tx> eat a mocli 

larger qtutntky of it I ifined towards noon 
with a very gcxxi appetite; imd I l^ew^ 
fupped without feeling any bad fymptom. 
TmiMe ef- It was not tSl nine oyodt that this fruit 
]M«ac began to operate, when I was fuddcnly 
feized with a fuffocating, or ftoppage of 
breath; afterwards k worfced me as vk>- 
lently as any emetic I ever tock in nay life ; 
and this operation lafted near eight hours. 
One of my negroes, who was twenty 
years of age, and who had eaten more 
plentifully of this frurt than I, was feized 
in like manner towards midnight; but 
did not get off io cheap. This eme- 
tic continued to work him above four 
and twenty hours^ with fuch violence, 
that he did not know whereabouts he was 
all the time; and it had like to have 
coft him his life. Had fudh an expeii- 
meat been made on purpofe, I do not 
think a more favourable fuccefs could be 
expefted from it: and what is moft re- 
markahle^ each fuffcred in proportion to 

the 
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tlie quantity be had eaten of thb fruit ; ^75^* 
iwt it had no efEsA at all on Hm who eat , 
pnly a dozen ; and erea he who jliifiered 
xnoft by it, was as well tmo d^ after, as v 

-if he had 4K)I: been ill at all. 

Tired with going thro' fo many haid- ^r^^^^^^ 
Ihips at Kionfc, I r^wned to the iftand^ 
Senegal, wh«« I arrived fioie enough t6 
flbe prefent at the feaft of the tabafie. The 
Mahometans, of the fed erf Bina- AK, 
founded this feaft to coihmen[K>rftt6 the 
nativity of their prc^ahet: it falls yearly 
towards the middle of the Odtob^ moon ; 
and this year it v^sas celebrated die iS<^. ^ 

The wlK)le day was fpefrt in &^ing and 
ilaecriment, during whidiitime the faint, in 
whofe honoior the fefti^ai had heen inili- 
tuted, fecnaed to he very nemote from 
their thoughts. It ended wiA a ge- J^^ 
iieral dance m the Javamiy over-again^ft 
the forts, whither people ^ all ages and 
j&xes jepaired. Tbebadl was opened at 
ifow ki <ihe afternoon, widi tabor and pipe 
^nd vocd imvpfic« The y^ung people, in 

their 
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4heif gaycft array, dlfplay^ their fevenJ 
abilities in this kind of di^rfion. Whed 
they had tired themfelves for two hours> 
in dancing according to the manner of 
the country, that is, in poftures and move- 
ments the moft indecent, and moft oppo* 
iite to our ideas of modefty and fhame, 
the fcene varied : they made a large cir- 
cle, to give place to lords and perfons 
of diftindtion, who were mounted <m 
hoffcs magnificently caparifoned. No- 
thing could be more entertaining than t6 
fee thofe proud couriers, forgetting their 
mettle and fire, and conforming to the 
intent of the feftival: they raifed their 
feet, and touched the ground lightly and 
in caderfce 5 all the movements of their 
bodies exadly accorded with the found of 
the infbuments; in a word, their geftures 
bore a perfe<fl refemblance to a moft regu*- 
lar dance. The feftival feemed to be in- 
tended for them only, fo greatly were they 
affcded with it, and fo fenfible of applaufe. 
I do not think there can be a nobler fight 
than that of horfes tramed to this exercife, 

and 
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dnd efpecially of fuch fine beautiful cvei^ }7S^^ 

tures as our Arabian horfes of* Senegal. — ^ 

The horfcmen tbcntfelves greatly added to 
thofe -fports; for they mahaged iheir horfcs, 
and madfe them inlitate whatever th<^ 
pleafedi feigning by their gcftiirc and at- 
titude, fometimes a combat, and otheir 
times a juftling, a chace, or dance. The 
fpeiftators, wrapped in admiration, w6re 
difpleafed at the t6o rapid approach of 
night, which put ari end to aniufe^ 
ments, whete nought was heard but 
joy, feftivity, and mirth. 

A journey oy6r land from the ifland of 
Senegal to la Cbaux, ov the lime-kiln^ was I^^^J^"^* 
likely to give me a further knowledge of jf^„Y^?jf 
d country, that had pleafed iilc fo ^^""^ 
greatly at my firft vifit. I undertook it 
the 4th of November: toy pirogue car- 
ried . me a league arid a quarter by vvater, 
a& far as the port of Oalel, where I went 
artiore, intending to' walk to the village of 
the fam6 name, about five hundred fa-^ 
' • U thonas 
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175?, thoiQs firo^ the rweu fide. :The m«f vk|0 
NoTyntg. ^ygj. jjj^^^ fends, apd th^ djQH Mfaj^ «« 

scorchix ntwk^We for one of <he fultripft e<i0: wiudf 
•^'"°'' that had becH ever felt in Owfeaion.: ht^ 
the heat I endured U\ tra>veUuig over tl^^ 
fands was, qpthingi, whea compa^e4 tQi 
veh^t I fpi^eredio t)i^ro9d tQ tbe lime- 
kiln. • . 

iMffinity of I h^d QPW a long lieaguff tQ. rqaeh. that 
dating thofe place. In Cettini;^ out, I VKOnt ,«ver 4 fand^. 
difa^rqca^^ plain, whcKc, aroopg other 
fpinous fhrabs that ^e foad of a veq( dcy 
foil, I met with what the Jallofs call the 
mqtofttt : it has a, good M, of that r«fi- 
nogi^ gwro,, k9Q\«p by the nafld^ of ^<jfe/- 
/i^/«i a^d its, bi:aQ(;hc6 ferve 6x a.fikimi 
thgt i§, .for; a tooth-piftkec to thp ^oo^cn. 
of the. QO/WXry. Thovigh die fiin had mot 
yet rejiph^d. the. meridian,, the %ds were, 
all oil fire;; apd roy fljoes were ibpix oracled 
and bt^rnt with the fcoTching hpat. At. 
any other time I. £ho«ld. ha«^c moifteocd 
thofe burnings fa^ds with drops of fwealj 
but th^ eafl wind is ijiaturally fo parcluog, 

that 
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fhit ndtwithfhndifig the vfdlerit hfeat of ^7|^. 
flifc all- arid the fun, my fltih was dfled up, == 

. bifbfc the fweat had tirhe" to fllevc^ itfeff. 
I fed trident prickings over all taj bodjr j 
Ahd the Hood dftentimes, ofsened itfcif a 
p«ffdge- tHrottgh iriy pctfeSj which tftd 
fWcstt 66uld ndt pervaidej K^y ht^titi 
wttt tio iangtt 6f i bkck cdrtiplfexion, feu't 
as ted is 6oJ)p6rt they WferC tdrhiented 
•with" thlrft, th^ infepafafele cftm^ahloii 

of patchltig heaf, which obliged them 
to- haiig but thtSr torigtfes, Irf otder to' 
Ufealthe^ more freely. I W3S jfs thirfty as 
tftty J ictiS 1 may v*nfttfe to affirm, that* 
tftSf* h dAt of the greateA niiiferics at per- 
fon is expofed to in thefe fcorching plaih^, 
where there is not a drop of water to be 
teftK No doaW but it vfdvtld have bcten 
v«ty g^ean reM to tfs, aln&oft pdrilfhift)^ ' 
^th thirft, and- btdifed' ift the fott: 
b6« the iiihibiferife of ftiat cotiritry afr-e' riot 
18t^ thoCt c^ riioye teftiperatfr cliriiates'} 
tfifey' k&ip- M refetVoJrs of watei? orf 
tile high roads- fBt' the accomriiodatiori of 
tfiVfeffefst : •■ 

U 2 After 
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1752. After having walked an hour over 
^°^^^' thofc fands, expofed to the fcorching rays 
of the fun, I came to a dry mea- 
dow, full of thick rufhes, from three 
to four feet high, which greatly tried my. 
patience. What little water there was, 
I found it faitifh, ftagnated, and fpoilt by 
cmbi with crabs. Never did I behold fuch a fight of 
urgeciawf. thofe animals as on this very fpotr fomc 
were red, others dark grey, with fuch 
prodigious claws, that they could eafily 
fpan my leg, without fqueezing it. In 
fine, this continued foreft of rufties (for 
I met with nothing elfc for the fpacc 
of half a4eague) brought me as far as the- 
lime bank. 

# 
I was fo tired that I wanted to reft my-' 
felf : for which reafon I ftaid here fome 
fndeft"^ time, and dined under the trees, with a 
^^■* few provifions and a water-melon, which 
I had brought with me from Galel. This 
is a very wholefome fruit, efpecially after 
repaft; and I have often eat for my owa 
dcflcrt, from five to fix pounds of it, with- > 

I out 
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out any inconveniency or forfeit, though 1752* 
I had made a hearty dinner. While I ^^"""^ 
was feated under thofe trees, I heard the 
parakites and parrots over my head ; -and 
fome of the kernels of acacias and gum-trees, . 
which they were eating, dropped down at 
my feet In the mean time my negroes, 
who had fufFcred greatly by the ex- 
ccffive heat, were rubbing their fore- 
heads with live toads, a few of which Toads are a 
they found under the briars: this is their fordiizincft, 
ufual remedy, when they arc afflicted 
with a megrim or dizzinefs -, and it gave 
them relief. I futfcred as much from 
the fame complaint as they, and fhould 
readily have followed their exaniple : but 
the waftt of beiiig ufed to thofe animals, to- 
gether withanalmdl invincible repugnance, 
which I look upon as natural to every body 
that has not been accuftomed to handle 
themi hindered mc from having recpurfe 
to this innocent and whoifome remedy, 

I canie back the fame way I went to 

the lime-kiln, for there is no other, j^n 

.U 3 the 
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175a. the rocftdpwl kiUe4 %fam«i^^, w4 * 

!!!!!!^* l^uterd of A different fpc^os frfno thq 

to?««*^ European: U di^rji m the wlcw of itt 

*•*' fpath^s, which «re generally of a d»ic 

grey; U$ neck is aUb voy bng; and, l^ 

the i^i'k* it h^ a kind qf tuft on the back 

part ©f its bead. , Th? Fr^ifh j|i thftt. 

cpuptiy caU it a:%iDgT^rleh ,: whether 

tbjisi name fuit^ it or nQt* (hfs 4«t 
iv>t a> fit plaoe to e;^nune % it n»y he £ud, 
hpweH^er> that the ahove htrd foi^htef. 
a^ oftjich in many re%(e^. • 

Tb* Mgrae* It wa/5 wry late when I pa&d within 
fight of Calel I and the n^i?9es h»d £»t 
fij:^ t9 t|)e h$rh9 and: hramblee as w^ 
to rend« the county p«il&l^ m 
tq prej^ce it for bemg fown th« wsi 
y w, Th«6 the hcftt of owftumal fiie (mc* 
cfeded to that of the fun; and J w^lkswt 
by Uae light theceof as £ur as the poelk 
where I emlnrked i<x tha ifland of Scae« 
. gal. There I arrived fo fatigued and ex* 

* Pkepicopt^m 3jiTi«nirifiji. Caiefy, vol, i, toB. ii 

I hanfted, 
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liauftcd, which was alfo the cafe with my I7|^> 
negroes, that 1 d6 not think I ever iiood ''°^'^'' 
flibfe in needl of repofe in my whole 
life. 

In this and every expedition I made Marvjer ^ 
iince the month of June, my principal pwpare their 
view was to acquire fome knowledge of "* '*^* 
the plantations of indigo. I was curious 
to know what quantity and quality 
the negroes fow in the neighbourhood c^ 
the -ifland of Setiegal, hecaufe 1 had a 
mind to repeat fame experiments, which 
I had imparted in proper time to theEaft- 
Indii Company. Thofe people dp not 
take much pains to draw the die out of 
Ais plant 1 they are.fatisfied with gather- 
ing the leaves at any time of the year, 
with pdunding them in a mortar to re- 
duce them to. a pafte, and with mak- 
ing them up into loaves, in order to prc-» 
ferve them dry. When they want to 
iftake ufe of them, they diflblve them in a 
Idndof lye, inidd of the ifhesof in Utfiftuous 
plant which grows in their fields, and 
U4 by 
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1752. by them is called rbenfp'^. This diflbli>- 

iiotcmber. ^^^^ imbibcs a tindlure of the indigo, intp 

which they dip their lineo cold, as oftep 

as they think neceflary, acccMrding. fp 

tJje deepnefs of the colour, 

Cacrdau. I kttow what fympathy there is betwee^j 
the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I 
happened to leave a bundle of this planj 
in my room in the night time, I was fure 
to find fomc hundreds of thofe infeds 
lodged in it the pext day ; and it fcemed 
as if they werp all got together. They are 
as troublefome as they are common in 
the ifland of Senegal. Though they are 

ency of fcarce an inch thick, they do an incre- 

thofe in- ' , ^ ' . • 

t^ dible deal of mifphief. They gnaw linen, 

fheets, wood, paper, books, and, in fhort, 
whatever comes in their way : they iattack 
even the aloes, the bitternefs of which 
keeps off all other infedls. They are 
likewifc very difagreeable by the ftench 
that comes from their bodies; and they 

. • PortuUca marina latifolia, florc fuavc rubcnti. 
Plm. Cat. fag. 6. 

arc 
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«re moft horrid enemies to the perfonsf with 1 752. 
whom they take up their quarters j for ""^ 
th?y never ftir out till night, then 
Ith^ hover -roupd the room, and make 
as great a noife as .if there was 
large cage full of birds. In fliort, the 
focrelat multiplies fo faft, that it would 
be a moft dangerous infed:, had it not a 
^reat number of enemies. 

TJiofe it has the moft reafon to h^ 
afraid of, are the Ipidcr and the Jour J: 
the latter is a fpedes of Hzard, faid 
to be Tcnomous, and as lickerifti after 
the cacrelat as the fpider. They both 
rpfide in bed-chambers as well as that 
infe<^, and are at continual war with 
it; which fecures the tranquillity- of thofc 
y^ith whom they have pnce taken 
up their quarters. The hedge-hog 
Jikewife perfecutes it: that of Senegal 
differs from the European in fize only: 
it pafles, like the latter, fome part of the 
low feafoh, that is of the cold and dry 
fcafon, in a fpcqies of lethargy, dur- 
ing 
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ing whldi it aUtains from noui4fi»taeif!l> 
rareljr gomg abroad in ftarcli of «n/; 
bat it ioiows vei^ wdl how to refyairthis 
lo& in the fummftr nights. I kept one fer 
•bdvc three years ki my chamber, i;i4iere!t 
did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from 
fpiders, cacrdatSy fourdsj ants, and othet 
infefts, with which the room had beetl in- 
infefted. The hedge-hog is exceeding 
good eating, and very tender, cfpecially 
if ydyi take it, about the time when it be- 
gins to enter into its lethargic fleep. 

Another incofiveniency, elpeciafly^ dur- 
ing the winter or low fcafon, arc the fiidd- 
fleas, which are fo called becaafe they 
k>dge in the hnA of inhabhed huts. 
Thefe are io ftdl of them, that a^ foon as 
you fet foot therein, they cover yott 
aU over; and they are fo very^ frndt^^ 
that you can perceive theril only by theif 
numbers. They do not Kte hard 5 yef» 
when there are great multitudes of them,, 
they produce an itching or flinging al- 
moft intokrable. What is mofl extraor- 
dinary 
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dioary in this info<9:, it never leaps or 1752* 
jumps higher iban three or fbar inches: * 

fi) that, when a perfi^ takes care to 
keep hivifelf half a foot above ground, 
he is fure thore 13 nodiingto fear from that 
qtiaxter* 

This, I believe, is the proper place, ^3^^^, 
flnoe I am upon the article of Senegal, ^^^^ 
to t^Jfie notice alio of fome of its advan*^ 
ta^. Tho' the heats of this climate 
are excdliye, to iiich a dc^rcc^ that thcar 
winter is much wanner than our 
fiMtotocr in France, yet they are iupport- Thcheati 
able. One is acciiftooaed to them by. ^°ffo«*"- 
degrees; becaufe the air is every dayr&- 
f^e^ed wida iea and land bte^es, which 
Uow alternately. The way therefore 
for a peifon to cod himielf, is to catch 
the fanning breezes, or to take fheher 
witli^ doQPs, when there is a thorough 
air, and the windows are made of fine 
linen- 



It 
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1752; It is to thcfe heats that they are partly 
'''"°^' indebted for the fertility of their lands. 
The fands of this ifland arc converted 
?cry iertiie. V^^o gardens of confiderabie produce. 
Independently of the legunt^es and fruits 
of the country, fuch as the Guinea ofeillep 
botates, ananas, guavas, and fome 
Others, they likewife plant, in the winter 
icafon, moft of the European herbs and 
legumes. The ifig-tree, the pomegra- 
nate, and the vine, arc loaded every year 
with excellent fruit. With a little labour 
and care, there is no fruit nor grain, but 
would grow there in great plenty : they, 
might raife whatever they want, and 
generally all the neceflaries of life. In 
fhort, the foil of the ifland of Senegal, 
notwithftanding its being £b fandy, is yet fo 
v^ry fruitful, that a great many plants 
yield feveral times a year. This I faw, 
myfelf in a garden which I kept on pur- 
ppfc for fuch experiments : and what 
without all manner of doubt will appe^^r 
very furprizing, is, my having fown par- 
ticular legumes, of which I had above 

twelve 
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twelve crops the fame year. But this Cu- 17521 
Tious detail I refer to another work. Noirember; 

; There is not perhaps a country in the ^^^^^ ^^ 
world where poultry are more common* ^*^*' 
They breed turkeys, Guinea hens, 
geefe^ ducks, and a prodigious number of 
fowls. Their pigeons are in admirable per- 
fedion ; and their hogs multiply very faft. 
There is alfo plenty of fi{h, and efpecially fjaj, v 
in the Niger, where you may catch carps 
with your hand. This river, befides the 
lamantin or fea-cow^ abounds in captains,* 
mullets, furmulfcts, foles^ rays, and other 
excellent fifli; it has alfo plenty of crabs and 
lobflers. Moft of thefe fifli come from the 
fea: and it is faid, that when they are 
caught in the river it improves them ; be- 
caufe the mixture of the frefti with the 
fait water makes them more delicate and 
tender. To all thefe advantages we may 
add the pleafure of fporting; for this 
ifland is furnlihed v^ith little moor-hens, 

* A fiih fo called, becaufe it is very red, and its fins re- 
{statAc a feather : it is very like a Carp, but larger. 

with 
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17^2. with lark^> thmflies, fca-partridfges, SncI 
yellow wagteftls, or, to cxprcfi myfdf 
better, the ortolans of the country : thefe 
are finaii temp* df faf, excei(Hngly well 
tafted. 



The only iMng waiit^ id due jffitaA 
of Senegal are waUc« y6x thtj % it is tcfc^ 
fmallr and too naked. Th^ might, wllh^ 
out doi^, have umbrageous a^reiiaes for 
the fake of a &ady^ walk^ vmt they to- 
piafit cakktflx'^iFeesy aad the Iik«, wkicfl» 
ddight in moift: fands : but of W^t ufe 
would it be, to inakc ^ WbdUr for the 
ittufketoes, that is, for a gre&iter pkgue 
than thcmoft exceffive heat»? Of what 
fcnricc would thofe dvenues he in a tfoufi- 
try, where the time of walking is not-tilF 
jjardoai. fon-fct ? Ought rflcy to regret this lofs^ 
when they have gardens enamelled With 
perpetual verdure, which eveiy day prc- 
fent the e)re with flew decoratfens, where 
fuch a multitude of flowers, as agrecafifcf 
by their fragrant odours as by the variety 
of their colours, ftioot up almoft without 

care 
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cssfi or culture^ There you Ice, fM/icefi 175& 
Imw61 of aM fiaes and ccJbnra^ tubcrofcs,. ^!!I^!!l! 
d^ffodils^ aTphodeL-lUUes.^ amoog which 
t)>e mgh^iback) the Afrkan pink, the 
amaranthi and pomegranates in bbiSbm^ 
produce an; eascellent efiedi The blue 
a,Eid giU iizaids, uridi butterflies and other 
itkic^ all equally beautiful, delight ivk 
comiiig hither to mix their di&ient co* 
leiif s> and tst direrfify that iameneis. whi<rh 
onefees kx raoft: gatdencu 

I had talicft a pba of the Woq>d*ijQbiiid]^ Map of the 
a» wei as of that of Griel, ^ ImKr h^^oA'be 
kiln, the^ iflaad of Sctr, Bokos, and sej^au 
fijveral others 1 and nothing father re^ 
ne^aed fer vm than to add the point of 
Barbary and the fait-pans to it; then. 
I fliould have a complete map of the 
n(SMghbo«rhood; of the iQand of Senegal, 
from the vtiU^e of Mouitt to the nw»i«h 
of tfee Niger,, as far as. the village o£ 
Torkhod,. feyen, leagiies to the north. The 
defire I had of iiniihiag a work already 
far advanced,^ and which had coft me 

fuch 
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1753. fuch a deal of troablc, arid fo many tisf-^ 
,^^ curfions ova* the burning fands, induced 
me ta undertake an expedition to the fait- 
'^J"^ pariSi 1 therefore embirked the 15th of 
sipedition June, 1 7 5 3 ,on board a vefiel that was going 
FM- to trade tliere ftiv fait. As it was well 

equipped, and the wind proved favourable, 
we foori got beyond* the Englifli ifland, 
which is only a flip ofmarfhykrid, a hun- 
dred fathoms in diameter, covered with reeds' 
and almoft impenetrable naangroves. We* 
pafled the ifle of Bokos with the fame 
quicknefs 5 and as foon as we tame acrofs the 
fouth point of the marigof of Del, I went 
on fliore in order to fathom the neigh- 
bouring parts, while the vcfTel continued 
its courfe to the place where h was to 
anchor. 

Small fcr^ Walking over the fands of this poiht, 
ToTm^7 I met with fuch a multitude of ferpents, 
that they feemed to grow wherever I ' 
trod : fortunately for me they were 
neither large nor venomous, being hardly 
fo big as one's little finger; fo that their 

bite 
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biti could not be dangerous. Thefc ^75^* 
iands brought me to the fallfcpans, which 
were two thirds of a league from the 
marigat: they are a kind of morafs, from 
two to thr^e hundred fathoms long, 
and one third broad, filled with a fait 
water extremely (harp* It is fo impreg^ 
noted with faltj as to yield one third 
of its quantity, and rather more; and, 
when ccmgealed, it covers the bottom 
with a thick folid crufl:. The negroes 
^nter up to the knee, and c^entHncs 
deeper, into this water, which may 
be laid almoft to boil with the beat 
of the fun. They are provided with 
ftakcs of hard wood, with which they 
break the falt$ and afterwards they 
carry it' to the river fide, wh^e the 
French trafKck with them. This^ fait is 
generally fo white as to dazzle the eye : 
fome of it is alfo of a carnation colour : 
but it has always a bitter (h^pnefs, dis- 
agreeable to the tafte; and it is this cor** 
rofive quality, that renders it not fo 
proper for faking of frefli meat and fi(h. 
1 X One 



3o6 A V O Y A G E 

1753. One would imagine» that thefe &k 
^"^ morafles have fome communication with 

They ht« ^^ ^"* ^ ^^ ^"^ ^^ ^^^ opmicM), be- 
^^ST" fore I vifitcd the fpotj but then I per- 
2f "^ ccived the impoffihility of it They arc 
fepantfed from the Niger by a neck of 
land, of above five hundred fathoms, 
where a chain of iand-hills rifeth, which 
neither the waters of the river, nor even 
thofe of the fea, when moft tempeftuous, 
do ever reach. The furvey I toc^ of this 
The iiothor gfound that day, convinced me further, 
ty fil^.^ diat the bottom of this morafs is lughor 
^^ than the fur£ice of the river : whoic 

I concluded, that we muft trace ]the ori- 
gin of this fait, which is every year 
produced in fuch abundance, up to fome 
other caufe than the adual conmulni* 
catiod of the fea-waten 

When I had examined the falt-pans, and 
finifhed all my furveyi»g, I went to the 
trading place called by the name of Pi- 
quet, where the exchange of goods'was to 
be made, and oppoAte to which the ve£cl 

had 
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haA anchored. The agent for this bufinefs 1 7531 , 
liad already caufdl a tait to be pitched' ..i!!!L 
upoii the (horc, and fome huts to be 
built of leaves of trecs^ Under which we 
were to lie. The negroe lord^ mailer of 
the falt-pan^i other wife called horom-affouy Defcription 
or kram-affm, having notice of his ar- of the £at^ 
rival, came to pay him a vifit. . He 
ieemed to be aboat for^ ; was. Large, and 
well made: his complexion was not a deep 
bteick, but with a little tindure of red : 
he had a noble air, though not handfomei 
a quick conception, an ea^fy carriage, and a 
ibft agreeable tone of voice : he explained 
himielf very well^ and with gravity^ 
After half an hour*s converlation, when 
he had agreed with, the agent, he con- 
duced us a quarter of a league off to 
the village of Guebfenn, of which he was 
governor. There he received us very 
civilly, and even with a politenefe which ^^^^ 
one could hardly have expeded from a J^^^^JJ^ ^^ 
man of his colour. He gave us a eoUa* 
tion of new milk, palm, wine^ icaque 
plumbs^ called tmriEii, and other fruits of 
X z the 



3o8 A V OY A E 

1753* the country. He h<d fummoned all ikst 
^^"^V young people of the viUftge to give u^ 4 
balls itiHi accordingly they attended us, 
dancing to rocal and inftmmenttil mufick, 
d8 far as the trading place, where they 
continued theie fports till midnight. Danc- 
ing ii the favourite entertainment of the 
negroeis they fometimefi bring young 
children With them that can hardly ftand : 
one would be apt to fay, that tfaey mpc 
born dancing, to fee the exa6tnef& of 
their movements* The fame, amufb-^ 
ihents wctt renewed every evemog* 
In ihort, this good man did all he could 
to procure us diverfion; and th» wat 
not a fmali comfort to us in fo defert 
and forlorn a plaoe. 

vubgeof The next day I went to recon<- 
"* ftoitrc the neighbourhood of Mouitt, 
which is within two thtrda of a league 
to the fouthward of Piquet. It i^ 
a pretty large trading viUaget^ adiHin- 
tageoufly fituate on a hill well plaatcd 
with oalaba&^trees^ aii4 wild figs^ of a 

very 
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very great height 5 the latter bear a ftrong ^753* 
r«femblance tp the fycamor* of the an- 



cicnte. By the way I paffed near a great 
jouwher of fmall feU-paas, full of a ftrong 
red fait, inliiiitely more fharp and more 
corrofive than that of the larg^ falupaas 
ofGuebenn*. I like wife met with fi?xe5, 
antelopes» and the footiieps of wild boar^ 
and wolves lately ii»printed on the faod : 
but the {hooting of thofe animals, with 
which I wais well acquainted,^ did mt 
i^npt me fo much as that of c?rtaip 
blackbirds, which J defcried e^ward 
of the tillage. Tfeey were fo like g 
turkey, both as to fi?e and feathers, that 
on^ ipight very wfijy miftak? tberp. I 
kiUed two wijth the fame fhot, one ipal«>^ 
and the other femak. They had both 
a k|s4 of bbck hollow hf li»et m tfee sacrcdwr^, 
head, of the fame bulk and %i)r» is 
that of the cajoar : upon their neck they 
bad ^ long plate Iik« a very bright vel- 
liHO, whkh w^ red in l^e 9wle, *tid 
bUie m the kimk^ Thh fcird might he 
Ait^g^lUmckf jof lfc« P«rtiigttfife, or whit 
X 3 the 
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; the French m the American iflands call 
tnarcban j but the negroes give it tKc 
name of guinar. The inhabitants of this 
neighbourhood look upon it as a tnara^ 
bou^ that is^ as a facred animal; per- 
haps, becaufe it generally lives longer 
than the fmall ferpents, fo commoa 
in the neighbourhood, and for which 
the negroes have a fuper/litious vene- 
ration. They could not bear that I 
ihould be fo audacious as to facrifice 
their marabous to my pleafure : nay; they 
looked upon me as a conjurer, when I 
brought them to the ground ^th the 
very firft fhotj for they imagined thofe 
birds to be invulnerable. They carried 

.^heir fuperftition fo far, as to tell me, 
that I fhould infallibly die on my 
journey, for having committed fo heinous 
^ crimej 

This aiftion did not gain me the efteem of 
the inhabitants of Mouitt : however, I g^t 
away from thence without any harm, ahd 
continued my journey towards the village 

• ' of 
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of Gqioel and Gucbcnn, where I found 1753* 
ihrubs, called foudenn in the country : ^^' - 
it i$ a kind of alkanna *, the leaves 
of which are ufed by the negroe men 5^^% 
and women to give a red die to their Io*dk"S2» 
nails and they never lofe this colour, 
till they come to grow again. From 
thence I continued my journey as far 
as the village of Del, and then I re- 
turned to the trading-place. The banks 
of the Niger were at that time co-r 
vcred in this fpot with a fmall kind 
of fifli, fcarce fo large as half a 
goofe quill: they were white and 
tranfparent as cryflal, and each fide of 
them was marked with a narrow filver 
line, 

After fpendlng three days at the fkl(s- vun of t^ 

^ A t ^ ^ r r 1 coaft of 

pans of Guebenn, I let out from thence BtiUrir. 
the 1 8th in the evening, and returned to 
the ifknd of Senegal, direifting my courfe 

* Liguftram ^gyptiani) el henne yel tamar-endi. 
P, Aif. Mgyf. fag. ?3, 

X4 bjf 
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1753. by *b^ P^^ ^^ Barbary, m order to hm 
^'^' able to fettle it m my map* I tr^^nsUtd 
very near three leagues on foo^ coafting 
its fands through all theic windin^i from 
the bar upon the weftern bank of the 
Njger» as far as the village of Guieiitt^ 
which is parallel to the middle of d^ 
iiland of Senegal. My canoe followed 
me along Ihore, and kept aj{ near to land 
Es poffibte^ in order CO take me.iiii if I 
ihould happen to be flopped by a ri*- 
Vulet, or by any of thofe thkkets of tan»i^ 
rifk and ianar, which are fcattered upon 
the coaft. All the way I faw nothii^ 
but yellow crabs, which covered the 
earth in (w^h a manner, that fome^mees 
I went over plains of above fifty fa- 
thoms, without being able to difcover 
one foot of bare ground. On thofe white 
fands \ht fea bind-weed * expanding its 
purple lowers, amidil the agreeable 
verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed aU« 

c 

* Convolvulus markiue cathaiticaa, folio rotundo^ flore 
parporeo. Pium, Plant, de VAmmquei^ fqg. 89, fla, 104.- 

together 
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fbgether an admirable embroidery. The tf^^* 
IhMbs I faw there were a few tattia- J^^ 
tiiks, the bddel^offar^, the parctuiver f, J:;;:',^^! 
lilt fanar -f, the fpartium |, the cotto- 
<:arpus||; and great numbers of loielia f> 
and icaque §. The latter is a receptacle 
ibr a kind of red ants, which lodge in its 
branches: among the lea:ves they form 
a kind of neft, from whence they affail 
thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw 
dear to gather the fruit; and they bite 
tbem mofi: unmercifully. I could not 
^Icape thofc infi^fts, as I had a good 
^eal of the wood to traverfe. There 
was fomething fo venomous in their 
fiing, that my face and hands were 
covered with blifters, as if they had 
been fcaWcd: the pain was not af* 
ifiiaged, tJtt I got thoroughly wet wi*^ 

• Beideloflkr. P. Alp. JEgyp. pag. 85. 
f Trees which have not been yet defcribed. ' 

% Spartium fcandens, citreis foliis, floribus albis, ad 
* 4U)dos confextim naTcentibus. Flum, xaU pag, 19. 
II Conocarpus. Linn. hort. Cliff, pag, 485. 
if Lobelia fratefcensypoitdacsefofio. Plum, gen, pag, 21. 
4 Ic^co frudti ^ i]bD rsbefcente. PJum, gen. fag, 4^ 

a heavy 
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a heavy rain, which fell in the bcginmof 
of the night, aqd was attained with dwn- 
der and lightning, by the help of whid^ 
I faw my way tocrofs: the river, and got 
back to the Hland of Senegal. 

2^^ As foon as I arrived there, I began lo 
T^Si ^ think of returning to France. I had been 
aUent froox home upwards of four year^; 
and during that tti»e I had faa4 oocmMSdi^ to 
make zs numerous a fcries of observation^ 
as. could reafonably be expedked in the fe(^ 
tlepaent of Senegal : ^t kaft, if there wer^ 
any more remaining, they were ooly iiiqhas 
fnight be deemed a mere matter of curio- 
fity, or generally efcape the eye of even 
ihe naoft clearsighted, or requir^e too long 
a ftay to finiOi. Thefe confiderations were 
fuffid^nt to determine me; and as feveral 
veflels were expeded that very fame month, 
I refolved to embrace that opportunity. 

Though I had fent yearly into France 
to MeiBeurs de Reaunwr and de Juffieu, 
a great number of animaisy birds, fifhes, 

infedsji 
i 
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infers, herbs, feeds of plants, and other 
prodiiaions of the country, according as 
'they fell in my way; yet I was fenfibic 
"that many things were ftiH wanting, 
cfpecially feveral trees and fcrubs which 
had never yet been fcen in Europe, 
not even in the king's gardens* Being 
apprized of the particular encourage- 
ment his majiefty vouchfafes to give to 
botanifts, and excited moreover by the 
orders of the Duke d'Ayen, which I re- 
ceived by means of M. B. de Juffieu, 
I thought my honour concerned, as a 
naturalift^ not to return to France, with- 
' out bringing along with me the moft it- 
markaUe plants that grow in the fcorch- 
ing climate of Senegal, to add them 
to thofe which his majefty has coUeded, 
from both hemifpheres, and which stre 
preferyed with fuch tafte and magnifi- 
cence in the gre^-houies at Trianon, 
Choifi, and Paris. 



With this view I refohed to take one ,othorj«iy, 
^rip more toPodorj ?nd apcordingly J fet '^p^^' 

out 
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out the tenth of July w«h a fav<mi^ 
«ble wUid. Sinpe I had been in ^ 
country, I had never feen but two JSti- 
rc^>ean plants, the tamarifk and pur- 
■ilane: and this third expedition gave 
,«e *n ppportunily to obfcrvje, that of 
ail the iree« vvhkh line the hanks q£ 
the Niger, there is not an eighth part, 
but what aie of a vory hard ^inpus yvoQd> 
chiefly .acacias,, t^kr and flenderec id 
■ proportioo aa tfa^ are more reou^te 
S^'"^. *om the.fca co^ft. But whtu ftruck 
'"'*' "^sac moft, w« the Qm^o^ of mpnkey^, 
which { epjc^^d vfithin ^x \e»gat& 
ikii fide of Podor, on the 4«pd< to the 
ibnth of Donaii o^erw^ <;aUed Coq; 
and. I. do not think there erer was 
better ^oct. The veflel beiag obliged 
to ftay th<re : one moniiog, I went op 
fijove, to divett.myieif wkh my .gun. 
.The place wa« Very woody, and ftiU 
of green monkeys, which I did not pes- 
ceive but t^ their breaking the boughs 
on the tops of the trees, from -whrnce 
tliey tumbled down upon nae; for 

in 
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in other rcfpcfts they were fo filcrit, 1753. 
^nd nimbk in their tricks, that it would ^"^^' , 
hive been difficult to hear them. Here 
I flopped, and killed two or three of 
them, before the others feemed to be 
lAuch frighted: however, when they 
found themfelves wounded, they be- 
gan to look for fhehet; ibme by hiding^ 
themfelves among the large boughs^ 
others by coming down upon the 
ground 5 others, in fine, and thefe were 
ikm greateft. nmnber, by jumping from 
one tree to another. NotWng couid 
be more entertaining, wiien feveral c£ 
diem jumped together on the fame^ 
bough, than to fee it bend under 
them, and tbe hithermofi: to drop down 
^3 die ground, whib the reft got fur^ 
ther on, and others were ftiU fufpended 
tti the air« As this gdme was g<»a§[ 
on, I oondnned Ml to fhoot^ them : wd 
though I kHied no iefs than three and 
twenty in Iefs than an hour^ and within 
the %aoe of twenty fathoms, yet not one 
of diem ^rMicbed thp wfade time, notT 

withftanding 
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widiftandmg Aat they unfted in coin* 
panies^ knit their brows, gna(hed fim^ 
teeth, and fcemed as if th^ intmdcd to^ 
attack OK* 



My firft care, upon niy arrivai at Podor^^ 
was to gather as many plants as poffib^ 
for the king's garden; and I had great 
fiicceis in cdleAbg and putting into two 
large chefts three hundred dtffercsnt trecfi^ 
before I left the hStoty : for the laft time 
I went i fhooting, upon my return to ^ 
nm^bourhood of Bokd, which was oi^ 
the iecond of Auguft, by walking in the 
^ft, ih^* heat of the fuA, I had been feized with a 
<ebed with burning fever, of that malignaiU £>rt which 
fefer?^ carries off mod Europews in kfs than two 
days. Thus this voyage proved more 
dangerous to me, than all my former ez-^ 
peditions and fatigues, in the fpace of four 
years, during which time I never had 
the lead illnefs. I was three days with- 
out any affiftance, before I arrived at 
lAic ifknd of Senegal, where I ftrug-* 
gled with the diftemper a whdc mcxith; 

and 
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tnd after a relapfe, which brought mc i753» 
wMiin an inch of my grave, at length I '^ 
totally recovered. My youths and a found 
conftitution, which had nevei; b^n hurt 
by debauch, together with the generous 
afliftance of the tenderfeft of friends *, 
preferved my life. 

Of aH the veflcls that. came this year 6>hof sep- 
upon the coaft, there was only one left^ feu f»k for 
with which I could return to France. I 
wrat on board her in a flate^of convaleA 
cence, after paffingthe bar dxe.&cth umcj 
and we we^ed from the road of SeM^i 
gal the 6di of September. The contrary 
winds, which prevail at that tinM.of the 
yeUr, did not prc)mife us a ihort voyage; 
and as they blew from the north and 
north*eaft, wc could not ftrctch north-* 
ward, but were conftantly^obJiged to bear to 
the weft. .Upon ow^wajj^ within ten leagues 
of the iflands of Cape Vc*^ perceiving 
a very white fea, we founded a hundred 
£uhoms or more, with{>utt finding a&y 

, ^ Mr Andrioti if^Atom I have already Mentioned, 

J ^ bottom: 
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1753. bottom: after whidi die; fea having te^ 

^^f*""^' fumed its ufi^l colour, wc imagined w« 

had paifed over a white fand-bank, whi^ 

the Dutch cbarts mark at eighty £ithoms»' 

Ht it be- At a dmc when we were^ williin^ tvM 
hundred leagues of the coaft, between die 
17th and 1 8th degree of latitude, a calm 
came on, which lafted almoft fifteen d^s, 
with fuffocating heats : it v^sfo ftifi, that 
the (hip dkl not ieem to change fitnatbn, 
though the current had cairkd us a gr^at 
way foutb ward. This was tbe propereft^ 
place in the world to find iiyt fea wattc^ 
in its full faltnefs $ fince we were at fuffi« 
cieiit dii);ance firom land> fo be ubder no 
apprehenfion that the river waters could 
communkate any of thiir fi-eihnels to it: 
I therefore filled a bottle, which I feakd 
. hertaetically, with an intention of mak** 
tog an analyfis of it at my return -tO' 
France. ' 

vThere is nothing niore tirefome thaii^ 

to be rift avefiel becaim^d^ aoKl Bothing 

2 movp 
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ttmt di^dftil tfeart to be far out at fea, 
wfieii provifions begift to fall diort. We 
Aiade ufe of tliis unlucky accident to catch 
ftntte fifli, and were very fnuch in the 
right; fbf the fttiall quantity of frcfli pro- 
vliitms we had taken in at Senegal, iVds 
cofiiurttcd ; fo that we were ftow reduced 
to £dt meat) and likely ta be ftill ai long 
at feiu 



At that time there was great pleaty of ^^^^ ^ 
requiens, bonites, grand oreiiles^ and gol^ 
dennis : the three latter live only on flying- 
flfh^ of which they ire fo greedy, that if ' 
you only counterfeit one of them, by co- 
vering the hook with a little linen, and 
tvfo white feathers, and let it hang at the 
end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will 
be fure to bite diredly. We ufed no other 
baif J and it fuccceded {6 well, that wc 
tlx)fc a prodigious quantity of themj part 
dt whicft we faked, for fear of fear- 
city. The bonite and grand oreille are a 
fftiddRn^ ^eder of tuim^-fiffit, and bav^ 
ahdgethef the fame t^fte^: the goldennkU 
Y fomewhat 
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fomewhat inferic^ to them in this refped^ 
J^^" but greatly furpalfcs them in beauty : and 

without doubt, it is the beautifulleft fifli in 

the fea» The colour of its body is a dark 
blue ground> which in the water zppesLxs 
like an azure blue, and after paffing 
through all the gradations of green and 
violet, is loft in a gold luftre, diflfufed all 
round its fides, which gives it the richeft 
drefs that can poffibly be imagined. 

Succeffite To this firft calm fucceeded feveral 
*" ""* others, the (hortcft of which were from 
three to eight days; nor did they leave. us 
till we had pafled the 30th d^ree of la- 
titude. There we had fouth-weft winds, 
by the help of which we intended to put 
into the neareft of the Azores. This was 
the beft thing we could do in our prefcnt 
lituation, when we wanted both bifcuit 
and frefh w^ter, and the great^ft part of 
our (hip's company were unfit for fervicc. , 

A few days after we defcried a very 

high fpggy land,, which we found to be 

^ :. the 
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tibe ifle of Picoj and near it was that of 175 J. 
Fayal. Wc made all the fail we could to- ^^•- 
Wards the latter, and entered the harbour »* °^*2 
to the eaftward the 26th of Oftobcn ^^^^"^"^ 
There we caft anchor in fifteen fathoms, 
afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom, 
fuiijeftto magnetical attradion, and a bad 
holding* ground. This is the only port 
in the ifland of Fs^al ; and though it feesns 
to be iheltered by two greit mountains^ 
yet it is expofed to the north-oift. and 
fouth*ea{l winds, which occafidn a very 
rough fea, efpecially in autumn, and drive 
the fhips off the coaft, unlefsthey are well 
moored with three and ev6n four anchots* 
From the weft winds it is covered by the 
ifland itfelf, out of which it is fcooped, 
as it were, in a femicircle, four Ijundred 
fathoma wide, and three hundred deep* 
The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues windt 
over againft it, fhelters it alfo from the ^I^ot 
general caft winds; but on the other hand, ^^ 
it is the caufe of its being annoyed by 
others far more dangerous : for it reflects 
the fouth^wcft and north*weft winds that 
Y a coma 
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1753. cande fiowards it $ and k ftops the ctouds^ 

.; 1 windi oecafioa fuch a mxhtatst cS wkici^^ 

1 obferved daring »jr fta^ at Fi^tl^ aii^ 
the inhabitants a&ircd mc> they had bng* 
experienced k| that as. often as ^ iflft of 
Pkx) ia^rKened b^p^ a fogy it ispro^bfiwe of 
wind} and thit ilbty )odk upon ag thetr 
moft i^tithfuh tuieraoicope ^. fe i» Kk^ 
ifaat tbiB mountain haa tiie frnne efiaft a» 
0^ lattlcdrified bodj, whidi attraftetitf 
the cfoiiida; whence it haj^uqis^ that dicr 
afttbieiit air> bckig pcefied uneqnallj on all^ 
iidea, &forced to take ap irregular liourie. 

Tbeifl^d The Pk^ of «h* Azores is feardly 

•f Pico. ' ^ 

mote than half a league in perpenditulai^ 
height: when viewed from the fide d£ 
Payal, it has the form of a (bort cone^^ 
terminating in a fliarp nipple, and is in 38' 
deg. 35 m. north latitude, and 3I deg^. 
wcA longitude. Thrs is the oiily mouh- ' 
tain in the ifland of the fame nam6,' whichs 

^may 'be looked upotf as the vineyard* plot 

.. . ' . ♦. -* i. , 

♦ ^ inftrumpRt. which ^JCT» frg© wl\ii|^4f.thc»wiiri^ 
Jblow. 

r. .. - . of 
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tjf fSykl t fot the hktit depcncfe thcre^ J753 • 

on» And aU its mhabitants hav^ €^eil: t^ •>, 

coontty hocif€^ thet^, Wi^ dteit* fkhls 
and viftljykiiie, -^IhcK they cultivatfc 

year la Qttmd thdr vintagei which jpro«> 
cUiceth tv^ forts t>f white w>n^, like h6K 
batcfm inferior qu^Hty. Their ffi^n^if 
k opt fa lufeious: but the dry tr table 
wine is. aimoil as ftttong as brandy^ ar>4 
qotckly. mounts up to the head. As-fooA 
fts . their wines are ni»de» tiiey 6]c»IV«f 
them in September and Oftobtt to ikmt 
cellars in Fiyal, from whence tb^ are 
ex^Hed to Brafil and fon[ie other parts, 
of the world, by the name of ifrin« of 
Fayali though this iiland produceth nc^^ 
imd they all come from Fico* 

If Fayal was not expofed to fuch Bcaotifui 
ftcquent gufts of wbd, it Would be Ijju^^ 
one of the mofii beautiful harbour^ in the 
world, bccaufe of tbt ddi^fful pro- 
fpe<ft italfFords, to fbofe who ftp^roa^h it 
by fea. TIm ftay wdf made tlMtt, be- 
Y3 fore 
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1753. fore we went on (hore, gave me ai» op** 
^^^^[ portunity to vi^w it at my full leiforc. : It 
Appears like z mouDtain fccoptd into a 
femicircle, and divided into four or fivt 
fiunmits, covered with trees, whieh 
deicend down, a$ far as the ^> by a ve^ 
gentle deplivity. At the foot c^ thb 
mountain the town winds along the 
|x>rt^ and is furrdunited with a grett 
pumber of gardens, ranged one over ^le 
other in the form of an amphitheatre, 
which even in its irregularity affords a 
moft charming view to the eye. The ani- 
choring place is like that of Santa Cruz 
in the iflaad of Teperif, with this di&r*^ 
cnce, that tbc fliore is lefs fleep, smd is 
IsmoKd with a pretty fine fand or gravel, 
of a Uackifh colour, cm which it is eafia: 
landing. 

About the middle of the harboir theft 

is a kind of fort, the walls of whkh are 

ft^*' wafhed by the fea. The town comes 

nes^t, and is of the fame figure as 

thP harbour: it is gov^ned by a 

Qipitan 
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Capitim mor *, and ve^ populous. J753* 
There are five thou&nd inhabitants, aU — 1 
Portuguefe, moft of them cccleliaftics, 
and religious of both fi;xes ; for indeed, I 
never faw fo many convents in one town. 
The churches are handfome and properly 
maintained. There are alfo fevcral good 
buildings, among the refl the college her 
longing to the Jefuits, who are temporal 
lords of the ifland. The burghers houfes 
are very neat, all wainfcotted and inlaid, 
whence one may judge, that they arc in 
no want of wood. 

The ifland of Fayal is in a fine climate: Tempera- 
Ac air is very good, and preferyes dnr- ^! **^ ^^^ 
ing the whole winter a fufiicient tepipcra^ 
ture, to have no occafion for fire; and in^^ 
deed they never warm themfelves, nor dp 
you fee any chimney in their houfes. In 
fttmn^cr it is conftantly refrefhed with 

* The following are the governor's titles, which he 
gave me in writing : Signor Jeronimo de Brum da Siheira 
Pcrras Fidalgo da cafa de fua Mag, e Cavaleiro Porfejf^ 
n(i Ordem de Qhryfto Capttano^ ^/Ldor da CapUanta Oas 
Jlhas dqs Jfirti f^^l e PJco, 

y 4 • breezes -, 
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^753* breezes: for as it ii &aate in die nld^le 
, ^^^^_ of the fca, it is fine to raceire them fto^i 

what i|U9rter iibever diey biowj and limy 

render the heats fuppord>le^ 

f^^a The foil is not lefs to.he admired, tbm 
^^°^ the ^p^piprajtyre of $he air: as U fc red 
and ftonys ,»nd in that rcj^<a very liko 
the foil pf tt^ ifle of Pico, it womW he 
. extremely fit for pr^duciog iqpd wio^i 
but there is not room 9noMgh» and there^ 
fore they arc fatisfied with planting fiwjh 
things as are moft neceffary for life. Th© 
moifturc of the mountains preferves its fer- 
tility: their tops are co|vercd with very 
beautiful trees, a^ wain tit 9ind cbefnut trees* 
white poplars, and efpccially ftrawberry-', 
trees, that never lofc their verdure^ It h 
owing to the prodigious quantity of thq 
latter iij this ifland, that the, Pprtu- 
gucfe have given it the i?ame of f^ayal, 
which in their language fignifies ^ ftraw- 
berry-tree. The Juice or moifture of the 
earth is wonderful, bemg in con^kut cul^ 
ture : it never lies idle, and yet is con-* 
tinually producing the feveral fruits of the 
Z earth. 




".. -f.. 
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V i^idM Oa ihe urobragoous h^ iHat^ 

^ piafit a great imny roots, as potatoes and 

;^ ttialpat^ vi^h ierve la itpJL their do* 

' &y meftics. The ]6elds . ane. Hhe vuitQ fa 

r 'ar|^ gardens^ parted firom one ano(licr 

\^i^ walk, br^tft high: they arc fit 

a^ fibr com $ but what little they ptkest^ 

jfli hardly IbfHcienC to inaintaiat the m^ 

habitants 3 who Aippiy what is wairtkig 

With mab, lupines, Httte ckiies^ ani 

.■'.:-■ fy^ other legumes, which grow better 

C; »jj0n the fide of the hM. 



■'• /^They have likewife a confideraUe i#c- Ciitoi. 
^f^dence upon ^eir gardeiie) where th^ 
iujtivate a great number of fruife-trees, 
ii$cihges and citrons of all fbrts» pear» 
apple, fig, and pomegranate tre^ vmes^ 
and olives, with herbs of rarioiia 
forts. Melons, girooK^s, fweet ca^ 
jabaihes, ^ and federal other fhuts of 
the earth, grow almoft fpontaneoufly. 



"s:k 



"^ CttcuriHta oUonga» iore albo, Alio moUi. C. B. Fm. 
' Motif. Wft* /€^. I. /«^. j. fg. 3. 

Th^rc 
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There is nodiing wanting, but for the in* 
habitants to lay out their gardens in 
more ordw> and to drefs. them a 
fittle better ) as they have plenty of 
lowers. For borders, diey have a gre^ 
deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage^ 
rofemary, fweet bafil, and af omattc plants; 
The pink, the gUUfiosvcr, the balfima 
apple, the jeflamin, the balifier^^ the 
sU'phodeUiUies:!:, the.dafiodils, and the to* 
borofe, were m fiower in the begimiing 
of the month id Novembcx** At. the 
iame time the lupines, •f' with which they 
Ittd planted the hilk^ had ihot out <^ 
the ground, wd probaUy were to be ripe 
the month of January following. 

7Mb. \ It is impoflible to find any where elfe 
greater plenty of cattle. They have ex- 
cellent xxoen, , fheep, and fwine : they 
like wife breed all i(»t$ of poultry, Fiih 

* Cannacorus ampliffimo folio» fiore rutilo. InJI.fag, 367. 

"l Lilio-afphodelus puniceus. Cit^.Hift^ i. pag^ 137. 

f Lupinas albus. Park, Mori/. Ihfi. Jea. 2. tab. j.fg. j. 

is 
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is not very common, ahdthey h&ve nom 
imt from the fea. At that time thejr 
'Were fiihing for fmall foles ^d flounders, 
which they catched eafiiy with a rod. 
f obferved a certain conformity betweai 
this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it bos 
very « little game, and few Wrds. In 
fevend of my walks, for two leagues all 
round, I met with only a few hares, and 
fome quail fcattcred about the 'fields. 
True it is, that there were blackbirds oft 
the tops of the mountains ; and i faw a great 
number <^ them my&lf, whofe black 
|>lumage was agreeably fpedded with 
white: tl^ey perched in compani(^ oii 
ftrawbcrry-trees, eating the fruit, and 
chattering all the time. 

Though autumn is a very agreeabte 8priis»ater. 
feafonin theAzores^rWcftern Iflcs, yet the 
flues b^n to be over*caft and to threaten 
rain. The ifland of Fayal is more rainy 
than the reft ; doubtlefs, becaufe of the 
ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which 
determine t;he clouds to flop there. Hence 

wife 
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1753. trife • greet nuoajbcr of %iogs, vir^sM 
appear every where, even 10 fevenrL pdrtt 
of the town, where they area^eftcdki 
Well^paved cifteriiB. The water (^ tbe£^ 
^riogs, though very pure> is I»cavy ant 
extremely crudei to me k appeared tov 
have a tin£hire of mineral^ and of tbe 
ferruginous kii>d» 

VfX '^^^ higheft flUMiitaiB in this i^md 
^^u^ is very near its center, within, two kagMW 
and an half from the town. Ha:ttK^bte 
it vomited fire, with combuAibk mat*- 
tcr, and caufed frequent earthquakesi^ 
The eruption io 167a was the h£L:: k 
left at the mouth, of the vdcano a latrge 
bafon, which, according to the tefti^ , 
mony of the inhabitants, has the figure 
of a pardldcgram, inrrounded widi a 
very high wall, and h regtflar,, that one 
would take it t6^be done bjr art, if we 
did not know for certain, £bsLt it owea its 
ocigin to fubterranoous fires. The laia'* 
waters have now filled this bafon^ and 
formed it into, a kind x£>he,^r^ to ex« 
• prels 



OfiptWEVv 



TO SENEGAL, ^r. 3JJ 

pwfe myM£ ihorc properly, a re* ^75^* 
fervoir erf 6i4e water, greatly, ad- 
miradl by iftie kihabkants. There can 
be BO doubt, but that the whole fur£K:e 
of die Mand has been railed by means of 
ltt!$ Qt i^iftna volcanos together; for k 
hai no ofeer Hone than dHJereiit fcmds 
of lavas, mixed with burnt ffones^ 
and ptrnifcesi The grain of tjrofe 
kvas is much thicker than that of the 
ftones of the ifland of TenerifJ of 
which I have made mention in the 
beginning of this narrative.* 

Tins rdas^tdon^, dbough fomewhat long, 
g^«emtf a great deal of pl^fupe. Befides 
the knowledge I thereby acquired, of a 
odtmtry, which I had never feen before, I 
KheS^ rayfclf after the fatigues of ihy 
voyage, and was better prepared for that 
to France. The uftrd flownefs of the 
Pbitoguefci and the difficulty we had 
from- the ronghncis of the fca, in laying ih- 

a frelb 
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a ^t(h ftprc of water, wood, fa^stiit, floofi 
beef, fowls, ami odicH: provlfioos, hindered 
OS from leaving the port of Fayal till the 
gjr wa 8th of Nowmbd-. The wind was at 
fouth-weft, fo that we foon loA fight of 
di^ Azores. I: embraced the o{q;K)rtuiiity 
of the calmndfe of the weatfaor, to fill a 
fecond botde of water withiD dute hun*^ 
dred leagues, of the coaft of Fxaiux : and 
this was "all; I Wanted, in order tq 
make a compai>fon between it, and the 
botde I isad filled in the fea 4£ 
Senegal. ^ 

Ottr vcfyage from Senegal to Fayal had 
been very - tedious ; hut that frum Fay^ 
to France preyed mofi: <kngerous. We^ 
stcnny had fcarccly advanced fifty l^gues from 
twomoothi. theA^s^es, when a boifkrofis foudi-^ft 
wind fpread itfelf over the deep, and aif? 
failed us with a ftorm whi^h btfted tWA 
months. We were oUigcd to furl <Hir, 
faulsj and in this condition w^ tijunhkd 
and tofied about, at the mercy of the 
waves. Imagine to yoiodRslf- tlie fituatioa 

of 





TQ SENEGAL; ^^. 
of a cra^ vtflbl> cxpofcd to a tcnoF- 
pcflsious oaan, now rifinga-top a wa* 
tcry mountaitt, and now finking, into an 
abyfs^ battered in fiaok by one wave^ 
overborne by another.wfaich in fall^ig feenat 
as if it would dafh it into a thou&nd pieces; 
Imagine at the faoie time tbe uneafy con-* 
i&dxm of a yoy^r, who leeks for repofe) 
which he can no where findi the per*^ 
plexity of a pilots whole art is baiHed, 
and who in vain looks up to the heawm 
tofindouthiscourfcjwhile thidL clouds and 
foaming billows feem to confpire "agamit 
him : imagine, in (hort, the confufion even 
6f themoft experienced mariner, who fees a 
flup di&ppear en one fide of him $ how 
forlorn, how comfbrtlefs the icene 1 i 



Such was our fituation during die^ They mt- 
two ihorteft months in the year; and in coaHeui'ti^ 
fuch diftrefs were we tofied to and fro; 
both in the Ocean and the Channel,' 
whither we were forced by die currents,* 
and where we Mrere every day obliged to 
avoid the very land we fought for lelt 
' ' we 
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J754. we fhonkl . Cp&t.ta . die roda, whTck 
^***'^ a^ousdcd- on that cooft : when a cakn 
oifMBg, we CDok advantage of it to get ^ 
oot of the Cbanod, tod to iedc fin- iheher 
iai Breft. For Ibe violence of die ftona 
bad lonn oiic iidle to pieces, bcoiie att 
eor taddlng,' aai- 6amagtA the body 
ofthe.vefielj itt4 M y r uw(k> ft» ^m-e afi^ 
il»ort» . ve oduld net in tins oondiiKM 
teach rOnent, ourBelUnailMrBouft «o«f| 
if.^»« had had the mofH ^umuvabk gales. . 

4jiMt^ As TcMDJir aft we caxse fo jliei ^^ of 

dt^«to Uihan% we cook a coailisglpi^orovlWdi ^' 

■ who fccfoght m iattv.dwha^^ouD of Btt^ 

the. j^ of.JaQiiar7v>i;z54.t The leader 

may^judge'of the ftain I wm ifly upon my 

acrival At this port, after a very hard 

' - ^opffi c^ foanxsioff6»y vrinch 1^ IiadiiiKler'^< 

• 'takes juft as i w|Ujm:9|redogfhHil«dbn^ 

tons fidcncft, the reoienbsaiKe wlioeof 

vraa ftiU mom affliatnf to Me, wiles I peiv 

ccinod thainio^ of tfaepfaoMv whicfaocd** 

fioaed it, were deftsbjped. b^ ther fisveticy 

flf the &i&au Whfle oar veftl w«» 

itfitting 





TO SENEGAL, ^^. 
refitting, in order to proceed on her 
voyage to port TOrient, I pafled a 
month at Breft for the recovery of " 

my health, and to prepare myfelf fdr 
my journey to Paris: this I performed 
in the midil: of the froft and fnows of 
the month of February, which, as every 
body knows, were extremely piercing, 
cfpecially in Brittany. The reft of my 
plants were grilled by th« coW t how- 
cvcr they did me a piece of fervicc 
in con^dng me, that even the ialteft 
water, fuch as that of Senegal, is ca- 
pable^ of being frozen. The two hot- ^-^^ 
ties I brought from thence, well co* ^^ 
vered with hay, were broke by die 
ice congealed within them, which 
tafted quite freih^ as Mr. de Juffidu 
and I obferved, upon my arrival at 
Paris the i8th of February, after up- l^lt^^ 
wards of five years abfehce. ^'^ 



FINIS. 



We hez tfie fiivour of die Reader to excufe a few 
Ikend iniftakes> and to make the f^wing oor- 
leOi on a* 

B R R J T J. 

X « P. B6. L 3* £rom the homrn^ >fi>r'i^ im «w 

P.^e. L'15. before mrr^wiUrii. 
P. 100. 1. 15. %xfitu^otux.Amti^mu. 
P. 143. 1. J, 9&tx lift VD&aX. before nor Jaici. 
JP. ICO. 1.^8. jifter /^*c< put acoipmi^iUidAlectiiMm 

ma bees. 1 . 

-P. igi. l/«. ioxfrft r./ft*. ' " 

P.ao*. 1 9. dele i?/'//, < '; L: :^ / 

P.' 2^3. 1. 17. dele <Wi^<fifr. . . 

!p> 300. 1. 7-'ior^/ij//iT*Ai/dlr//. .> t . 

P*5ii. 1. 2. fer^&nr^/r. tf>&i:|«/^« .^. ; j.t 

P. 32i..L*9. before tf/ittfeitlfif*K^. ^ *-^' - 

P. 3J«- 4. ^9- ft<>» ^ft^fWP* ,ty. g B f i JMiw r.]/fac^,^ 



T v: 
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